
 

Literacy and Social Studies 
 

Curriculum for Excellence emphasises the importance of ensuring that learners engage in joined up learning, where they use their skills across 

different areas of content and context.  The teaching of literacy is the responsibility of all curricular areas.  Social Studies offers a rich opportunity 

to contextualise literacy for children and young people.  Across the range of Social Studies subjects there are many opportunities to enable 

learners to improve their literacy skills, whilst enjoying the exciting learning opportunities which these contexts provide. 

 

Social Studies has three organisers: 

 People, past events and societies. 

 People, place and the environment. 

 People in society, economy and business. 

 

There are three organisers within literacy 

 Listening and Talking 

 Reading 

 Writing 

 

This paper offers examples of contexts across social studies where literacy skills can be progressed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Level/ 
organiser 

Possible contexts for learning  Literacy and English Benchmarks  Social Studies Benchmarks 

Early Level 
 
Listening 
and Talking 

SOC 0-01a   SOC 0-02a  SOC 0-04a  SOC 0-07a   
LIT 0-01c LIT-02a  LIT 0-07a 
 
Visits to or pictures of landscapes could provide a context 
for discussion, describing what is seen.  For example, 
physical landscapes like rivers and hills, pre-historic era 
such as Skara Brae or Celtic settlements/Medieval 
castles. 
 
Visits outdoors or pictures of towns, streets and houses 
would provide an opportunity to share experiences, 
information and stories with others. 
 
Artefacts can be used to stimulate discussion and 
storytelling 

 Engages with stories and texts in 
different ways, for example, 
retelling/re-enacting stories and/or 
using puppets/props. 

 Listens and responds relevantly to 
questions from others. 

 Asks questions and responds to 
others appropriately. 

 Shares ideas with a wider audience, 
for example, group or class. 

 Asks and answers questions about 
texts to show and support 
understanding. 
 

 Identifies at least two different 
types of evidence which can 
provide information about the 
past, for example, pictures, family 
stories and artefacts. 

 Recognises that people in the 
past lived differently.  

 Identifies simple features of the 
local environment, for example 
hill, river, road, railway. 
 
 

First Level 
 
 
 
Listening 
and Talking 

SOC 1-01a  SOC 1-03a  SOC 1-06a  SOC 1-12a  SOC 1-
15a  SOC 1-16a  SOC 1-18a 
LIT 1-02a  LIT 1-04a  LIT 1-07a  LIT 1-08a  LIT 1-09a   
 
Political literacy contexts provide an opportunity to 
consider the differences between facts and opinions and 
to give own opinions, for example, dog littering or parent 
parking outside schools. 
 
Use of BBC radio and TV programmes on Social Studies 
topics to identify purpose and main ideas of spoken text 
eg Tudors, Romans and Victorians. 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/history 

 Takes turns and contributes at the 
appropriate time when engaging 
with others in a variety of contexts. 

 Listens and responds appropriately 
to others in a respectful way, for 
example, by nodding or agreeing, 
asking and answering questions. 

 Makes relevant notes under given 
headings and can use these for 
different purposes. 

 Asks and responds to different types 
of questions to show understanding 
of spoken texts. 

 Identifies the difference between 
a more and less trustworthy 
source. 

 Uses information learned from 
sources to relate the story of a 
local place or individual of historic 
interest through media such as 
drawings, models or writing. 

 Names a figure from the past and 
comments on their role in events. 

 Contributes to a discussion giving 
reasoned opinions on how the 
weather affects life. 



 

 
Use of artefacts to create and talk about stories of what 
might have happened 
 
Recording the weather each day would provide a good 
opportunity for discussion about factual data, and to 
explain to other actual events. 
 
Early debating skills give learners the opportunity to 
consider topics such as travel to school , recycling, food 
banks, nursing homes, parks and woodland  and explain 
their opinions to others. 

 Recognises simple differences 
between fact and opinion in spoken 
texts. 

 Communicates clearly and audibly. 

 Contributes to class/group 
discussions, engaging with others 
for a range of purposes. 

 Selects and shares 
ideas/information using appropriate 
vocabulary in a logical order. 

 Selects and uses, with support, 
appropriate resources to engage 
with others, for example objects, 
pictures and/or photographs. 

 Identifies a reliable and unreliable 
source of evidence. 

 Identifies needs and wants using 
examples from their own 
experience. 

 Presents an informed opinion on 
rights and responsibilities using 
their own experience. 

Second 
Level  
 
 
 
Listening 
and Talking 

SOC 2-01a  SOC 2-03a  SOC 2-06a  SOC 2-08a  2-10a  
SOC 2-15a  SOC 2-16a  SOC 2-16c  SOC 2-19a   
LIT 2-01a  LIT 2-02a  LIT 2-04a  LIT 2-05a  LIT 2-06a  LIT 
2-07a  LIT 2-08a   
LIT 2-09a   ENG 2-03a 
 
Use of BBC radio and TV programmes on Social Studies 
topics to identify  purpose and main ideas of spoken text 
eg WW2, Britain since the 1930s, 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/histor
y)   
A village in India 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/geogr
aphy)  This topic could give pupils the opportunity to 
explore problems faced by the village and how they might 
overcome them. 
 
Use of BBC TV clips to provoke discussion about history 
topics http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/highlights  
 

 Selects spoken texts regularly for 
enjoyment or to find information for 
a specific purpose.  Explains 
preferences. 

 Contributes a number of relevant 
ideas, information and opinions 
when engaging with others. 

 Shows respect for the views of 
others and offers own viewpoint. 

 Builds on the contribution of others, 
for example, by asking or answering 
questions, clarifying points or 
supporting others’ opinions or ideas. 

 Applies verbal and non-verbal 
techniques in oral presentations and 
interactions, for example 
vocabulary, eye contact, body 
language, emphasis, pace and/or 
tone. 

 Uses both primary and secondary 
sources of evidence in an 
investigation about the past. 

 Describes at least two ways in 
which past events or the actions 
of individuals or groups have 
shaped Scottish society. 

 Contributes two or more points to 
the discussion (in any form) as to 
why people and events from the 
past were important. 

 Describes at least one advantage 
and disadvantage for each form 
of transport. 

 Presents information in any 
preferred form on the local area, 
including local area names, two 
major employers/types of 
employment, for example call 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/history
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/history
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/geography
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learning/schoolradio/subjects/geography
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/highlights


 

Plan and make presentations based on Social Studies 
topics such as local area history or geography, weather, 
local war memorial, tourism in the local area, closure of a 
local facility such as a post office or environmental issues.   
 
Scottish culture through the ages, Jacobites.  Industrial 
Revolution, important Scots  who have made an impact 
on society.  Great Scots website at: 
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-
resources/Great%20Scots 
 
International figures who have made a contribution such 
as Rosa Parks, Martin Luther King, Andrew Carnegie etc. 

 Recognises some techniques used 
to engage or influence the listener, 
for example, vocabulary, emphasis, 
tone and/or rhetorical questions. 

 Makes relevant notes using own 
words, for the most part, and uses 
these to create new texts for a range 
of purposes. 

 Asks and responds to a range of 
questions including literal, inferential 
and evaluative questions, to 
demonstrate understanding of 
spoken word, 

 Identifies the difference between 
fact and opinion with suitable 
explanation  

centres, local attractions, leisure 
facilities.  

 Selects appropriate evidence and 
uses it to research a social, 
political or economic issue. 

 Discusses in any form at least 
three issues related to cultures, 
values and customs for our 
society, for example, the role of 
family, traditions and gender 
stereotyping. 

 Compares and contrasts the 
lifestyle and culture of the citizens 
of another country. 

Third level  
 
 
 
Listening 
and Talking 

SOC 3-01a  SOC 3-06a  SOC 3-06b  SOC 3-07a  SOC 3-
08a  SOC 3-11a  SOC 3-15a  SOC 3-16a   SOC 3-17a   
SOC 3-17b  SOC 19a   SOC 3-20b   
LIT 3-02a  ENG 3-03a  LIT 3-05a  LIT 3-06a   LIT 3-07a  
LIT 3-08a  LIT 3-09a  LIT 3-10a 
 
Learners can select an area of a Social Studies topic 
which interests them.  For example within the Natural 
Hazards topic they could choose a volcano, earthquake 
or hurricane.  They can then select more complex texts 
and resources to enable their research and make a 
presentation with their research. 
 
Learners could consider an environmental problem in 
their local area and explore ways that problem could be 
solved.  They could do this through working as a team or 
teams to explore different solutions.  They could use 
current issue such as hosting of refugees. 

 Contributes regularly in class 
discussions or when working 
collaboratively, offering relevant 
ideas, knowledge or opinions with 
supporting evidence. 

 Responds appropriately to the views 
of others developing or adapting 
own thinking. 

 Builds on contributions of others, for 
example, by asking or answering 
questions, clarifying or summarising 
points, supporting or challenging 
opinions or ideas. 

 Applies verbal and non-verbal 
techniques appropriately to enhance 
communication, for example, eye 
contact, body language, emphasis, 

 Compares a range of primary 
and secondary sources of 
evidence, to present at least 
three valid conclusions about a 
historical period. 

 Provides at least two valid 
opinions about the possible 
motives of those involved in a 
significant turning point or event 
in history. 

 Identifies at least two possible 
causes of past conflict, using 
research methods. 

 Presents in any appropriate form 
at least two impacts on people at 
that time. 

 Provides a simple explanation of 
at least three processes involved 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/Great%20Scots
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/Great%20Scots


 

 
Debating skills can be improved at this level, considering 
topics such as international debt and aid, global warning, 
impact of WW1, impact and reaction to terrorism and 
terrorist threats, human trafficking, asylum seekers, 
refugees, pressure groups, child poverty, democratic and 
non-democratic states. 
 
The materials which learners use to research can be 
used to practise the skills of detecting bias and 
exaggeration.  This could be used in looking at political 
parties and elections.  It could also be in the context of 
shifts in attitude, in the coverage of Syria or terrorist 
attacks. 

pace, tone, and/or some rhetorical 
devices. 

 Uses appropriate register for 
purpose and audience, for the most 
part. 

 Identifies and gives and accurate 
account of the purpose and the main 
ideas of spoken texts, with 
appropriate justification. 

 Uses own words to make and 
organise notes, selecting key 
information. 

 Uses notes to create new texts that 
show understanding of the 
issue/subject. 

 Identifies persuasive techniques, for 
example, word choice, emotive 
language, repetition, rhetorical 
questions and/or use of statistics. 

 Comments appropriately on the 
reliability and relevance/usefulness 
of sources. 

 Communicates in a clear expressive 
way in a variety of contexts. 

 Presents ideas, information or points 
of view including appropriate detail 
or evidence. 

 Organises thinking and structures 
talks to presents ideas in a logical 
order. 

 Introduces and concludes talks with 
some attempt to engage the 
audience. 

in the development of any 
chosen landscape, for example 
coats, volcanic, rivers or 
glaciated. 

 Provides a simple explanation of 
at least three consequences of 
an environmental issue, and for 
each suggest how they could be 
managed. 

 Identifies at least three economic 
and social differences between 
developed and developing 
countries, for example infant 
mortality rate, % adult literacy, 
Gross National Product per 
capita. 

 Presents, using appropriate 
methods an informed view of a 
current affairs issue. 

 Provides at least two simple 
explanations as to why a 
selected group might experience 
inequality, for example gender, 
race/ethnicity, age, disability. 

 Identifies their own rights and 
responsibilities as a Scottish 
citizen and makes a comparison 
with a contrasting society.   

 Provides at least two valid 
opinions about the ways in which 
choices and decisions might be 
influenced by bias and 
exaggeration. 

 Describes the unequal nature of 
trading relationships and the 



 

 Uses signposts throughout talks to 
provide a basic structure or 
argument, for example topic 
sentences and/or linking phrases. 

 Uses appropriate tone and 
vocabulary for purpose and 
audience. 

 Applies verbal and non-verbal 
techniques in an attempt to enhance 
communication and engagement 
with audience, for example eye 
contact, body language, emphasis, 
pace, tone and/or some rhetorical 
devices. 

 Selects and uses resources to 
enhance communication and 
engagement with audience.  

 Identifies features of spoken 
language, for example, body 
language, gesture, emphasis, pace, 
tone and/or rhetorical devices. 

consequences on people’s socio-
economic position for example 
Fairtrade, Arms Trade. 

 Draws valid conclusions about 
the effectiveness of the 
response, for example, NGOs, 
NATO, UN. 

Early Level 
 
Reading 

SOC 0-01a,  SOC 0-07a, SOC 0-12a, SOC 0-15a,  
LIT 0-14a, LIT 0-07a,   
 
Learners can engage with texts to look at pictures with 
simple text to consider place and the past. 
 
Learners can look at weather symbols when recording 
and talking about the weather to consider what they mean 
and how they are used. 

 Finds information in a text to learn 
new things. 

 Shows an awareness of a few 
features of fiction and non-fiction 
texts when using/choosing texts for 
a particular purpose. 

 Identifies at least two different 
types of evidence which can 
provide information about the 
past, for example, pictures, family 
stories, artefacts. 

 Identifies simple features of the 
local environment, for example, 
hill, river, road and railway. 

 Draws pictures to record the 
weather for three days. 

First Level 
 

SOC 1-01a, SOC 1-03a, SOC 1-06a, SOC 1-07a,    Selects different texts regularly for 
enjoyment or for a specific purpose 

 



 

Reading Lit 1-11a, LIT 1-14a, LIT 1-15a, LIT 1-16a, ENG 1-12a, 
ENG 1-17a 
 
Learners can engage with simple texts to think about past 
events and to understand simple timelines.  
 
Learners can get information from simple maps of their 
local area showing the main features. 
 
Learners can source information from labelled pictures 
and diagrams showing specific parts of the local 
landscape or townscape e.g. hills, rivers, church, roads 
etc. 

using, for example, cover, title, 
author, illustrator and/or blurb. 

 Uses context clues to read and 
understand text. 

 Identifies and finds key information 
in fiction and non-fiction texts using 
content page, index, headings, sub-
headings and diagrams to help 
locate information. 

 Identifies the main ideas of texts. 

 Makes suggestions about the 
purpose of a text. 

 Answers literal, inferential and 
evaluative questions about texts. 

 Asks questions to help make sense 
of a text. 

 Identifies the difference between 
a more and less trustworthy 
source. 

 Uses information learned from 
sources to relate the story of a 
local place or individual of historic 
interest through media such as 
drawing, models or writing. 

 Names a figure from the past and 
comments on their role in events. 

 Draws or makes a model of 
features in their landscape, for 
example, hill, river, building. 
 

Second 
Level 
 
Reading 

SOC 2-01a, SOC 2-06a, SOC 2-07b, SOC 2-15a, SOC 2-
17a   
LIT 2-13a, LIT 2-14a, LIT 2-15a ENG 2-17a 
 
Learners can engage with more complex historical texts 
and understand that there are differing points of view in 
them.  War poetry can be used to provide a context. 
 
Learners can seek out and use increasingly complex 
texts and other resources to research a specific topic 
such as extreme weather events or natural disasters. 
 
Learners can use texts to research political or social 
issues. 
 
Learners can engage with more complex issues such as 
discrimination and its impact. 

 Applies a range of reading skills and 
strategies to read and understand 
texts, for example, skimming, 
scanning, predicting, clarifying 
and/or summarising. 

 Makes and organises notes using 
own words, for the most part. 

 Uses notes to create new texts that 
show understanding of the topic or 
issue. 

 Responds to a range of questions, 
including literal, inferential, and 
evaluative questions, to 
demonstrate understanding of texts. 

 Creates different types of questions 
to show understanding of texts. 

 Uses primary and secondary 
sources of evidence in an 
investigation about the past.   

 Contributes two or more points 
(in any form) as to why people 
and events from the past were 
important. 

 Selects appropriate evidence and 
uses it to research a social, 
political or economic issue. 

 Describes the main features of a 
democracy. 



 

Third Level 
Reading 

SOC 3-01a, SOC 3-06a, SOC 3-11a,  SOC 3-13a, SOC 
3-17a, SOC 3-17b   
LIT 3-11a, LIT3-13a, LIT 3-14a, LIT 3-15a, LIT 3-16a,           
ENG 3-17a 
 
Learners can research and draw conclusions using 
increasingly complex texts on Social Studies topics such 
as world development, poverty, pollution and recycling 
 
Learners can engage with increasingly complex historical 
texts and compare and contrast the opinions found within 
them.  Texts could include posters such as those used for 
recruitment in WW1, these could be used to consider 
audience, message etc. 
 
Learners can express opinions on rights and 
responsibilities of citizens in Scotland and beyond.  They 
can discuss how the choices they make are influenced by 
the way they are informed. 

 Selects texts regularly for enjoyment 
and interest or relevant sources to 
inform thinking. 

 Gives a personal response to texts 
with appropriate justification. 

 Explains how well a text or source 
meets needs and expectations with 
appropriate justification. 

 Applies a range of strategies to 
engage with and interrogate texts, for 
example skimming scanning, 
predicting, clarifying, summarising 
and analysing. 

 Finds and sorts relevant information 
from a variety of sources for a range 
of purposes. 

 Summarises key information using 
own words. 

 Uses own words to make and 
organise notes, selecting key 
information and linking ideas from 
more than one source. 

 Uses notes to create new texts that 
show understanding of the topic or 
issue and draw on information from 
more than one source. 

 Identifies purpose and audience of a 
range of texts with appropriate 
justification. 

 Gives an accurate account of the 
main ideas of the text. 

 Makes inferences and deductions 
with appropriate justification. 

 Compares a range of primary and 
secondary sources of evidence, to 
present at least three valid 
conclusions about a historical 
period. 

 Provides at least two valid 
opinions about possible motives of 
those involved in a significant 
turning point or event in history. 

 Identifies at least three social and 
economic differences between 
developed and developing 
countries, for example infant 
mortality rate, % adult literacy rate, 
Gross National Product per capita. 

 Suggests possible ways these 
differences would be reduced, and 
provide valid opinions as to their 
likely success.  

 Provides at least two explanations 
as to how landscapes influence 
human activity, using two 
contrasting areas. 

 Identifies their own rights and 
responsibilities and those in a 
contrasting society. 

 Identifies at least three sources of 
information that influence the ways 
in which he/she is informed. 

 Provides at least two valid 
opinions about the ways in which 
choices and decisions might be 
influenced by bias or 
exaggeration. 



 

 Identifies similarities and differences 
between texts and makes appropriate 
comments about content, style and/or 
language. 

 Responds to a range of close reading 
questions, including literal, inferential 
and evaluative questions, to show an 
understanding of texts and 
knowledge of language. 

Early Level 
Writing 

SOC 0-07a 
LIT 0-26b,  
 
Learners can begin to write simple labels on a picture of 
the local area to describe what they see. 

 Writes to convey ideas, messages 
and information in different ways in 
play, imaginative and real contexts. 

 Writes to reflect own experiences and 
feelings using appropriate vocabulary 
to convey meaning. 

 Identifies simple features of the 
local environment, for example, 
hill, river, road, railway. 

First Level 
Writing 

SOC 1-04a, SOC 1-12a, SOC 1-20a 
LIT1-22a, LIT 1-24a, LIT 1-25a, LIT 1-26a LIT 1-28a 
 
Learners can write simple sentences about things they 
find out when collecting weather data.   
 
They can engage with texts to find out about historical 
time periods.  
 
Learners can consider an important issue in their 
community and how they might influence decision 
making. 
 
They can find out about people in society who help them 
and begin to write about the work they do. 

 Spells most vocabulary used across 
the curriculum correctly. 

 Starts sentences in a variety of ways 
to engage the reader. 

 Plans and organises ideas and 
information using an appropriate 
format. 

 Makes notes to help plan writing and 
uses them to create new texts. 

 Includes relevant information in 
written texts. 

 Organises writing in a logical order 
and as appropriate to audience. 

 Uses relevant and/or interesting 
vocabulary as appropriate for 
context. 

 Draws comparisons between 
modern life and life from the past. 

 Contributes to a discussion giving 
reasoned opinions on how the 
weather affects life. 

 Presents an informed opinion on 
rights and responsibilities using 
their own experience. 

 Makes informed decisions on an 
issue having listened to others. 

 Names two local organisations 
who provide for needs in the local 
community and describe what 
they do. 



 

When writing to convey information, 
describe events or processes, share 
opinions or persuade readers in 
different ways: 

 Selects, organises and conveys 
information in different ways. 

 Uses vocabulary and language 
for specific purposes. 

 Shares own viewpoint and 
makes one or two attempts to 
persuade the reader as 
appropriate to the purpose. 

Second 
Level  
Writing 

SOC 2-07a, SOC 2-03a, SOC 2-17a, SOC 2-19a 
LIT 2-20a, LIT 2-21a, LIT 2-22a, LIT 2-23a, LIT 2-24a, LIT 
2-25a, LIT 2-28a, LIT 2-29a, ENG 2-27a 
 
Learners can research and label increasingly detailed 
diagrams about the formation of landscape features local 
to them and further afield in Scotland. 
 
Learners can research and produce a written 
presentation on a historical figure such as an explorer or 
great leader from Scotland or Britain.   
 
Learners could consider their views on topics such as 
Rights, Democracy and Elections, local community needs 
and wants, children’s rights.  They could research and 
write persuasively on these topics. 

 Creates texts regularly for a range of 
purposes and audiences selecting 
appropriate genre, form, structure 
and style. 

 Uses paragraphs to separate 
thoughts and ideas. 

 Writes in a fluid and legible way. 

 Reviews and corrects writing to 
ensure it makes sense, is technically 
accurate and meets its purpose. 

 Uses notes and/or other sources to 
develop thinking and create new 
texts. 

 Acknowledges sources making clear 
where the information came from. 

 Organises information in a logical 
way. 

 Selects relevant ideas and 
information. 

 Describes two ways in which past 
events or the actions of 
individuals or groups have 
shaped Scottish society. 

 Identifies at least three features 
of Scotland’s landscape and can 
provide a basic explanation of 
how these are formed. 

 Describes the main features of 
democracy.   

 Compares and contrasts the 
lifestyle and culture of the 
citizens of Scotland as compared 
to the citizens of another country. 

 Describes the basic needs of 
human beings. 

 Draws valid conclusions as to 
why some countries can meet 
these needs better than others. 
 



 

 Uses vocabulary, including subject-
specific vocabulary, to suit purpose 
and audience. 

When writing to convey information, 
describe events, explain processes or 
combine ideas in different ways: 

 Uses appropriate style and format to 
convey information applying key 
features of the chosen genre. 

 Included relevant ideas, knowledge 
and information. 

 Uses tone and vocabulary 
appropriate to purpose. 

When writing to persuade, evaluate, 
explore issues or express an opinion: 

 Presents relevant ideas and 
information, including supporting 
detail, to convey view point. 

 Organises ideas in a logical way. 

 Includes an introduction that makes 
the topic clear and a conclusion that 
rounds off the writing. 

 Attempts to use language to 
influence or persuade the reader, for 
example word choice, punctuation, 
repetition, rhetorical questions 
and/or emotive language.. 

Third Level  
Writing 

SOC 3-01a, SOC 3-03a, SOC 3-08a, SOC 3-11a, SOC 3-
15a, SOC 3-16a 
LIT 3-21a, LIT 3-23a, LIT 3-24a, LIT 3-26a, LIT 3-28a, LIT 
3-29a 
 
Learners can research increasingly complex texts and 
sources and consider the value of such sources when 

 Applies a range of strategies and 
resources to spell most words 
correctly including unfamiliar or 
specialist vocabulary. 

 Uses paragraphs to structure 
content.  Uses linking phrases and 

 Compares a range of primary 
and secondary sources of 
evidence, to present at least 
three valid conclusions about a 
historical period. 



 

producing presentations on their topics such as WW1, 
Food banks, Economic and Social inequality. 
 
Learners can use these sources to draw valid conclusions 
and make reasoned arguments and could present these 
as short video clips or films. 

topic sentences to signpost a basic 
structure, line of thought or 
argument. 

 Writes in a fluid and legible way. 

 Selects features of layout and 
presentation, including in digital 
texts, to clarify meaning and suit 
purpose and audience, for example 
headings, bullet points, text boxes 
and/or relevant graphics. 

 Uses notes and/or others sources to  
generate ideas, inform thinking and 
support the creation of new texts. 

 Uses and acknowledges sources 
appropriately,  

 Selects relevant ideas and 
information including supporting 
detail or evidence. 

 Organises information and ideas in 
a logical order. 

 Uses varied and appropriate 
vocabulary to make clear meaning 
and/or attempt to enhance writing. 

When writing to convey information, 
describe events, explain processes or 
concepts and combine ideas: 

 Uses style and format appropriate to 
purpose and audience, applying 
features of the chosen genre. 

 Includes relevant 
ideas/knowledge/information with 
supporting detail or evidence. 

 Provides at least two simple 
explanations as to why a group of 
people from beyond Scotland 
settled here. 

 Describes at least two impacts 
immigrants have had on life and 
culture of Scotland. 

 Provides a simple explanation of 
at least three consequences of 
an environmental issue, and for 
each suggest how they could be 
managed. 

 Identifies at least three social and 
economic differences between 
developed and developing 
countries, for example infant 
mortality rate, % adult literacy 
rate, Gross National Product per 
capita. 

 Suggests possible ways these 
differences would be reduced, 
and provide valid opinions as to 
their likely success. 



 

 Organises and structures ideas or 
information in a logical order using 
linking words or phrases. 

 Uses topic sentences to introduce 
the focus of paragraphs to signpost 
basic structure. 

 Uses appropriate tone and 
vocabulary for purpose and 
audience. 

 
When writing to persuade, argue, 
evaluate, explore issues or express 
opinion: 

 Presents ideas or conveys a point of 
view with relevant supporting detail 
or evidence. 

 Organises and structures ideas and 
information in a logical order. 

 Uses signposts to make structure 
and/or argument clear, for example, 
topic sentences and/or linking 
phrases. 

 Includes an introduction that makes 
the purpose of the text clear and 
makes some attempt to engage the 
audience. 

 Ends with a conclusion that sums up 
the line of thought. 

 Uses language to influence or 
persuade the reader, for example, 
word choice, repetition, rhetorical 
questions and/or emotive language. 

 

  



 
 
Useful web links 
 

Web links 
 

Social Studies experiences and outcomes 

 

https://education.gov.scot/scottish-education-system/policy-for-scottish-education/policy-drivers/cfe-(building-from-the-statement-appendix-incl-btc1-

5)/Experiences%20and%20outcomes 

 

Social Studies Benchmarks 

 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/Curriculum%20for%20Excellence%20Benchmarks 

 

 

Literacy and English Experiences and Outcomes 

https://education.gov.scot/scottish-education-system/policy-for-scottish-education/policy-drivers/cfe-(building-from-the-statement-appendix-incl-btc1-

5)/Experiences%20and%20outcomes 

 

Literacy and English Benchmarks 

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/Documents/LiteracyEnglishBenchmarks.pdf  

 

https://education.gov.scot/scottish-education-system/policy-for-scottish-education/policy-drivers/cfe-(building-from-the-statement-appendix-incl-btc1-5)/Experiences%20and%20outcomes
https://education.gov.scot/scottish-education-system/policy-for-scottish-education/policy-drivers/cfe-(building-from-the-statement-appendix-incl-btc1-5)/Experiences%20and%20outcomes
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