Woodmuir Primary School - Using higher-order thinking skills to improve children's progress
HEADTEACHER: As a staff we’re very clear about our vision for our school and with our parents. We’re clear that we want every child to reach their potential, absolutely that’s what our vision is so that they are ready to go out and be citizens in the world of work and the world of life, but to be confident in that. And so I think it’s really, really important that we teach children those Higher Order Thinking Skills, to have the confidence to do that. We’re in a very small school where we need to give the children as many opportunities as we can. 

HEADTEACHER: So we have to give them the tools to be able to use the information that they research or investigate and then have views and comments on it. You know, anybody can find information and make a report on it but to be able to analyse that information, to apply it to different contexts, to use it to build on previous experience and to use it in other situations, that’s really what it’s all about. 

HEADTEACHER: We have an early morning readers group to support our children. Over the years we’ve realised that some children need a little bit extra support for a variety of reasons. Some children who perhaps not getting the right kind of support from home, maybe it’s just a busy home and they’re just not getting enough quality time practising some of their reading skills. For others it’s to challenge them. For some of our older pupils who have really good comprehension but perhaps need a little bit more of the mechanical side of reading and they get support with that in the early morning readers group. 

HEADTEACHER: They can then go and contribute to literature circles on a par with their classmates, on a par with their peers, and I think that’s really important ‘cause some of our children who have difficulty in fluency in reading doesn’t mean to say that they’re not able to have good understanding of the text, doesn’t mean to say that they’re not able to form opinions or predict outcomes or make deductions from that text. So it’s giving them the confidence to be able to do that. 

DEPUTE HEADTEACHER: Introducing higher order questioning skills began within their literature circles. We introduced children to developing questions just around their novel and that was a focus and there was a lot of teaching went into that. It’s moved on from there and we worked with our development officer to look at how we could widen the higher order thinking and questioning across the curriculum. 

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT OFFICER: If you start making them think about the kinds of questions you’re going to ask them; how was the person feeling, why was the person feeling sad? If we change this; how is the story going to end? So we start actually thinking and making the questions open-ended and we make the questions effective I think the children really start to think about the whole idea of the text they’re looking at. And this transfers to literacy across learning. 

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT OFFICER: So it doesn’t matter if they’re doing a science project, they can look at effective questioning there. If they’re doing PE they can look at it there. So any subject within the curriculum the whole idea of effective questioning really works. 

PUPIL: Higher order questions are questions that make you think a lot about literacy and discussion skills. And they’re quite tricky so you really need to think about them. And they help you get through your discussions really well. You basically ask questions everywhere, even when you’re out of school, even when you’re not even in discussion groups. So you’re still using them all the time. 

DEPUTE HEADTEACHER: Through using the higher order questioning and thinking skills within their lessons, it’s really impacted on their whole learning across the school. And that’s what we’re looking for that these links are made into all curricular areas, that the skills are built that the children can use anywhere in their life.
