20 Questions

(This is an exercise which focuses on asking questions.  A telephone box was toured around Fife and rung.  People answered and were asked 20 questions that prompted some amazing responses.  The responses were taken and used to turn into stories that were used in the National Theatre of Scotland’s show)

(Telephone Rings)

Female Respondent 1:  Hello

Telephone Operator 1:  Hello, you are part of 99/100, would you like to continue?

Female Respondent 1:  Eh, yeah

Telephone Operator 1:  Is it ok that you are being filmed and recorded for youth in the 99/100 project?

Female Respondent 1:  Yes

Telephone Operator 1:  I’m going to ask you a series of questions and I want you to answer as honestly and in as much detail as possible.  You can take your time and please do think carefully before answering, whatever comes to mind is the right thing, no matter how bizarre you think it is.  Are you ready?

Female Respondent 1:  Mm-hmm

Telephone Operator 1:  Describe the oldest person you know

Female Respondent 1:  My Grandmother, she’s very old and wrinkly and pretty and lovely and kind

Telephone Operator 1:  What would you stand up and fight for?

Female Respondent 1:  My family

Telephone Operator 1:  What do you save for?

Female Respondent 1:  What do I what?  Save for?

Telephone Operator 1:  Save for

Female Respondent 1:  To buy presents for people?

Telephone Operator 1:  When did you last cry?

Female Respondent 1:  Yesterday

Telephone Operator 1:  Describe the youngest person you know

Male Respondent 1:  Personally my Grandson, he’s very, he’s eh, is he, one and a half, two?

Person in Background:  He’s coming up three

Male Respondent 1:  No he’s not

Person in Background:  Yes he is, this is 2010, he was born in 2008

Male Respondent 1:  Well, there you go, I’m a very attentive Grandparent, I don’t think he’s three, he’s two, two in August

Person in Background:  Yeah, 2008, 2009, 2010

Male Respondent 1:  Oh yeah, nearly three, there you go, well he’s two, coming up two, you got it wrong

Person in Background:  wow

Male Respondent 1:  He’s coming up two

Telephone Operator 1:  Tell me something good about you

Female Respondent 2:  Good about me?  Em, I’m unique, completely and utterly unique, yeah there’s definitely no one at all like me!

Telephone Operator 1:  What are your bad habits?

Female Respondent 3:  (laughs) Smoking, drinking, mischief making, all sorts

Telephone Operator 1:  How do other people react to your bad habits?

Female Respondent 3:  Some think it’s funny, some people tell me off and other people join in (laughs)

Telephone Operator 2:  Describe the oldest person you know

Female Respondent 4:  Probably my Dad, he’s like 64 but I love him

Telephone Operator 2:  What are your bad habits?

Female Respondent 4:   Probably chewing my nails, it’s pretty disgusting when people watch me (laughs)

Telephone Operator 2:  Describe a moment when you wish you had spoken up or spoken out

Female Respondent 4:  Probably in my Religious Education class because I was such a wuss and I just wanted to say what I knew about stuff.

Telephone Operator 2:  Do you believe in true love?

Male Respondent 2:  It depends (hesitates) the definition of true love could eh, we could spend some time over discussing what that actually means so what true love actually means needs to really be established, em, so yes I believe in loving someone truly

Telephone Operator 2:  Please look at the camera above you and give some advice to all of us

Female Respondent 5:  I think that you should just enjoy your life and I think everyone should have fun but don’t be mean to people because it’s not nice.

Telephone Operator 2:  Name 5 people that you love and tell me why

Female Respondent 6:  Ok, my best friend Stephanie, she’s just, I don’t know what I would do without her, my Mum of course, I don’t know what I would do without her.  My Dad cause he’s just so funny and I don’t know what I would do without him, my Sister, I don’t know where I would be without her and probably my loved one because he makes me feel nice

Telephone Operator 2:  Ok, before I go I’d like to thank you very much for being part of 99/100

Female Respondent 6:  That’s ok

Telephone Operator 2:  Thank you, goodbye

Female Respondent 6:  (laughs) Bye

[End of recording]

