People and place

(Developing a well-rounded character can sometimes be a challenge.  This exercise allows participants to create a character in a simple but effective way.  The ‘Fisherwoman’s’ clip shows how one of the characters of Fife emerged)

Voice over: 

She’s fast, like a card deal, fingers a blur and fillets of fish flying from the block.

She’s choirs and songs, even though she is four miles into her trek.

The four stone of fish in the creels on her back for fancy new town lawyers.

She smiles in gossip whilst baiting her lines.

Jessie, welcome home

Skipping across boats, threading with needles

She is early morning rises and tying up ropes and superstitions

She is tall and erect and blue flannel jackets with yellow petticoats,

A white cap drawn over her hair tied down with a lilac kerchief, knotted under the chin

Grey eyes

that can read spray and foam and the rise and swell, the pass winds on sands, the gathering of storms and the swoop of a gull

Straight talking and a clip round your ear or seductive smile gave birth to ______ (1.20)

She’s patience in waiting for boats over horizons and tying up ropes and letting them out

She’s temperance; she’s lifting her man whilst wading in waist deep to a bitter cold biting cold grip on her thighs

She’s not seeking thanks or praise, not even recognition; she just wishes the weight was lighter sometimes.

He’s held on her shoulders like a boat on a swell and then placed, like a baby in a cot, on to the dry deck

She returns to the shore, skirt hoisted in hand and then looks out as a horizon sights him over the edge of a world while she waits

She waits

(Song)

[End of recording]

