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Background 

Around 150 delegates gathered in Edinburgh for the first financial education conference held in 

Scotland since 2012.  It was supported by a wide range of delegates from both the education and 

financial sectors. 

The proposal for the conference, as outlined to the Money Advice Service and the Accountant in 

Bankruptcy  who were key supporters of the event, outlined the 4 aims.  These were to 

 focus on developing practice in educational establishments 3-18 in the context of 

new guidance  supporting numeracy published by Education Scotland; 

 examine the contribution financial education can make to other educational 

priorities; 

 discuss financial education in the context of developing the young workforce; and 

 examine and explore the ways that industry can support schools to provide effective 

financial education. 

 

Keynote speakers 

The conference was chaired by Gordon McKinlay, Head of Schools in Renfrewshire Council and he 

introduced Kirsty Bowman-Vaughan from the Money Advice Service, Richard Dennis, Accountant in 

Bankruptcy and  Alan Armstrong, Education Scotland.  The afternoon keynote speaker was Jim Lally, 

Education Scotland. 

 

Workshops 

The following is a brief summary of the 9 workshops delivered on the day.  Each workshop was 

delivered twice giving delegates the choice of 3 that they could attend. 

1. Finance Fairtrade Fortnight – St Catherine’s Primary School, Glasgow City Council 
 
Jennifer Anderson PT and Claire Conlon PT described how the school’s themed 
finance fortnight addressed the priorities in the School Improvement Plan (SIP), such 
as improving learning in literacy, numeracy and social studies, embedding outdoor 
learning in the curriculum, making connections to global citizenship and developing a 
shared understanding around learning for sustainability.   

 



2. Financial education and additional support needs – Cardinal Winning Secondary 
School, Glasgow City Council 
 
Marie Inglis PT and Paula Elliot CT demonstrated how ‘Money Week’, besides 
addressing financial education, provided a platform for the development of 
interdisciplinary learning (IDL) and the delivery of an exciting and challenging 
curriculum while developing the necessary skills for learning, life and work.   

 

3. Credit Unions, Money Week and more – Prestonfield Primary School, City of 

Edinburgh Council 

 

Fiona Murray, Head teacher at Prestonfield PS explained how running a money week 

and working with the credit union has impacted the development of a high quality 

Financial Education programme in the school context and offered advice for 

delivering similar provision in other establishments.  She was assisted in this 

workshop by Kenny Ferguson who is the volunteer in school in charge of the CU 

Savings Bank. 

 

4. Financial education and numeracy across learning – Knox Academy, East Lothian 
Council  
 
Calum Blair who is a curriculum leader in Knox Academy described how as part of 
the school improvement plan they implemented and evaluated their money week 
focusing on ‘numeracy across learning’ and interdisciplinary learning (IDL).  
 

5. Going out to Learn: real life financial education – Westercraigs Nursery School, 
Glasgow City Council   
 
Lesley Morrison HT with a group of staff and young children demonstrated the 
variety of fun, challenging and highly rewarding experiences the whole 
establishment enjoys while interacting with services out with the playroom -  all on 
an almost daily basis.   

 

6. Financial Education: meeting challenges now and in the future – Money Advice 
Service (MAS) 
 
Kirsty Bowman Vaughan and Allison Barnes explored what MAS has found from 
extensive research into children’s and young people’s needs, why financial education 
matters so much, and what you can do to help improve it.   
 

7. Progression in financial education, numeracy benchmarks – Education Scotland 
 



Lorna Harvey and Joanne Oliver provided an opportunity to find out more about 
how the Benchmarks will be used to support professional judgement of achievement 
of a level in numeracy and mathematics. There was a wide ranging professional 
discussion providing feedback on the Benchmarks related to Money and Number 
and number processes. 

 

8. Credit Unions in Schools – Pioneer Credit Union 
 
Beth Welsh, Business Development Manager and Amanda Gilmour, Project Co-
ordinator for Pioneer Mutual Credit Union  talked about how they are engaging with 
schools across East Renfrewshire as part of the Scottish Government’s Junior Savers 
Scheme Fund. The workshop focused on ensuring that participants in the scheme 
gain an understanding of money and budgeting the digital world.   

 

9. Prison Education: A Hard Cell! – Scottish Prison Service 
 
This workshop led by Jim King and Lillian Dougan provided an overview of how the 
Scottish Prison Service (SPS) in partnership with their two college education 
providers help tackle a wide range of issues including financial education through 
encouraging participation in learning.  

 

Evaluation 

The evaluation covered 6 main questions, the responses to each of which is analyse below.   

 

Over 95% of delegates took the view that this aim was achieved scoring 5 or 6 out of a possible 6. 
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Again the aim of getting colleagues to exchange views and ideas was met with a high degree of 

satisfaction. 

 

 

There was a much wider range in the response to this question.  This is probably due to a 

misunderstanding around what interdisciplinary learning is.   
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Again a wider spread of responses.  One delegate did comment that not enough was made of this 

even although one of the keynote speakers addressed items such as National Improvement 

Framework, the Attainment Challenge and Developing the Young Workforce. 

 

The wide range of responses here is probably due to the wording of the question.  Possible the word 

‘industry’ was not fully understood and ‘partnership’ should have been used instead. 
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Again the responses here indicate that Murrayfield is a great venue for this type of event and most 

people found it easy to access. 

 

Summary 

It would appear from the above graphical representation that the conference was a major success.  
The following comments are representative of those received. 
 
Excellent day - first opportunity to discuss 'Money' benchmarks.  Presentations from St Catherine's 
and Knox Academy were very informative.  Hopefully we will get the opportunity to take this forward 
in Renfrewshire. 
 
A really enjoyable day - please repeat this!  Financial education should be made one of the national 
priorities which would help raise its profile and look more carefully at delivery in schools. 
The standard of the workshop presentations was the highest I have seen/heard for a long time.  
Relevant, engaging and well organised - powerful messages and a memorable experience 
 
Excellent event that was well paced throughout the day. 
 
Great conference and every session gave me great ideas for the classroom.  Thanks! 
 
A really valuable day, well worth the time out of the office to connect with others with shared aims 
and here about the wonderful efforts being made.   
 
Very enjoyable, informative and thought provoking. 
 
An excellent days professional development.  Extremely pertinent and relevant, lots of ideas to take 
things forward.  Thank you. 
 
Sharing with partners outwith education was good. 
 
Great to see the young people involved from Westercraigs, Prestonfield and Cardinal Winning. 
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Awareness raising of organisations who can support financial education was useful and the MAS 
research and information and resources was very interesting. 
 

The organising team at Education Scotland would like to thank the Money Advice Service and the 
Accountant in Bankruptcy for their support and encouragement in making this event happen.  In 
addition to this the Improvement Service made an invaluable contribution to the event both through 
promotion and in providing video and photographic records of the workshops and keynote 
speeches.   The support of the individual members of the Scottish Financial Education Forum was 
also important in making the conference such a huge success.  They supported the team at 
Education Scotland to identify the case studies that were showcased through the workshops and 
keynote speeches.  A huge ‘thank you’ is therefore due to all keynote speakers, workshop presenters 
and exhibitors who gave up their time to prepare for and deliver at the conference.   
 
None of this would have been possible, however, without the support teams from Education 
Scotland, they made everything work flawlessly.    
 


