Ginette Henderson: When reviewing the curriculum rationale in our school, we undertook a whole series of self-evaluation and data analysis audits to try to get an understanding as to what the main drivers for our curriculum development would be. The main drivers transpired to be that we needed to fully implement the GIRFEC agenda and ensure that SHANARRI was embedded across our full curriculum.
We also had to look at raising attainment, because the school was in a socially deprived area. The impact of that was, through our analysis of our primary 1 PIPS and our baseline assessments in our nursery, our starting point for our children was significantly below our comparator schools. We knew that we had to somehow address that through the curriculum development.
We also knew that we had to look at how we were structuring our curriculum as a whole to make sure that we had progressive, cohesive programs in place where our children could move smoothly from transition to transition, from subject area within and without and up and down the subject areas to ensure that their learning was smooth and that they were engaging with us.
The final main driver that we discovered that we needed to look at was actually involving our pupils and our parents in their learning. Our children had low aspirations and low self-belief. We needed to work with our parents and our community to turn that around. So those were the main drivers that we identified for raising attainment within our school.
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