Zena Richardson: Our curriculum framework was driven by the needs of the community, the need to tackle bureaucracy and the need to establish a robust assessment framework for the whole school. We wanted a curriculum which would allow for pupils' learning experiences to be strongly linked to the various community projects going on over a period of years.
In addition to that, we wanted to ensure that the children experienced a curriculum from nursery to P7 which was coherent and relevant so that, by the end of second level, our assessments gathered for each child was balanced across all the curriculum areas.
We were also driven by the need to tackle bureaucracy and reduce planning to only those aspects that would make a difference to teaching and learning in the classrooms. This meant having a very strategic approach to framing our curriculum from nursery to P7 so that much of the high level planning was already done for teachers, leaving them with the freedom to tailor the rest of the planning for the curriculum to the needs and the choices and interests of the children in the class.
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