Carolyn Davren: When we came to look at our curriculum rationale, one of the most immediate drivers for our school is the fact that 98 per cent of our children are bilingual learners. The children's language acquisition levels range from new to English, right through to children who have English as their first language. It was important that we met all the children's needs through the curriculum.
So because of that, one of our key focuses had to be literacy. Literacy has a very strong emphasis in every curricular area. If we are working on science, we have to build the core vocabulary. If we are working on social subjects, so literacy became a huge part of our curriculum and it was very, very important in every curricular area.
The second thing that we looked at was really important to us. Because we had children from so many different backgrounds, different countries, different cultures, different religions, it was really important that we found a shared common values and vision within our school, so we focused on sustainability. Sustainability became a huge part of our curriculum in terms of global citizenship, sustainable education, rights education, international education. The reason that we took that focus and that direction was so that our children could share the one vision. We could share it with the parents. We could share it with the community. Then we could all have a common voice together. That has been really successful.
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