Hilary Thompson: We have the My Journey jotters at St Michael's. We have two levels. This level, the gold, is for primary 1 to 3 and the brown booklets are for primary 4 to 7. They're really just slightly different, just for age and stage.
The journey jotters are used each week. We actually have, at the beginning, a space here. We set long-term targets for our children during our learning conversations with the parents. They are copied and put into there so that at any time the children, the parents, the teachers can see how they're getting on with their long-term targets. They can discuss it. It's not a case of it sitting in a drawer at home and it's not a case of it sitting on a shelf in the class. So it's always there to be looked at.
The term targets are set in May, June. When they come the next year, they're already in there at the beginning of the year so they can see what their targets are. And then later in the year when the targets are reviewed, it's put in there and the new targets are glued in. So we have a space for long-term targets and then each week the children, on a Monday with their teacher, set targets. They set three targets and at the end of the week, they then have learning conversations with the teacher within the class of how they've achieved their targets. Some of the targets are quite individual. Sometimes they're grouped or sometimes they're whole class.
This goes home every day. The children now and the parents, it's just second nature. They know on a Monday they'll open up and see what the targets are, so they can see straight away that's what the targets are. They can ask them, how are they getting on? Oh, what do you think you're going to be doing this week? It gives them an idea. So the learning conversations start off at home from a Monday night really. They can talk about it. On a Friday, they go home.
Within this, this is the lower primary stages. You can see that they also, at the end of the week, we review effort and behaviour. The children again do that themselves and the teachers. We just use the traffic light - green, amber or red - and any comments. There's a space there again for the parents to put any comments and it's signed at the end.
What this has also allowed us, we also have a page for wider achievement, so within the accreditation scheme, that's somewhere for any evidence, whether it's a picture, drawing/drawn [unclear] or pictures and a wee comment. Obviously the older children will write it, the younger children maybe get it scribed. But it's commented on, so that again is the evidence there so it's not lost. From there, that evidence then correlates to these that are getting achieved, particularly in the silver and gold.
Within the primary, the upper primary, again exactly the same layout. However, it's just differentiated with regard to thinking about their attitude towards their learning, what has worked well, have they worked satisfactorily and again their general behaviour and what they think, what their teacher thinks. So the parent knows at the end of the week. There's never any surprises and again it's shared throughout. At the end of the week, the parents are able to see. At the weekend, they can discuss with their child how successful they've been in achieving their targets.
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