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Introduction: 
This learning journey assists learners with additional support needs to explore the Nativity story to allow for progression across CfE levels. This 

sequence of learning experiences aims to develop the following learning intentions: 

 To assist learners in reconstructing the nativity story 

 To assist learners in considering the roles of key characters in the nativity story 

 To assist learners to think about the role of the holy family as parents 

 To help learners think about the needs of others at Christmas 
 

To assist learners in reflecting upon their feelings about the nativity story 
 
 

 

 

Skills 
 Writing 

 Speaking 

 Listening 

 Working with others 

 Remembering 

 Understanding 

 Analysing 

Prior Learning 
Prior learning about migration is not crucial to carry out this learning journey, however, 

an understanding of the push and pull factors of migration would be useful before 

undertaking. 

Many learners may have some experience of studying past events e.g. WWII, but this 

leaning focuses on the Scottish dimension.  For learners in England and Wales, this 

learner journey could easily be adapted to exemplify the same broad themes in the 

context of their own country. 

Activities can also be adapted to suit any level and take into account a lack of, or greater, 
prior learning. 
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Learning Experience 
 

 

Introduction: 

Across Scottish schools, Christmas is a topic regularly revisited at different stages of learning. This series of learning journeys is designed to offer varied 
approaches to Christmas which support progression and depth of analysis in relation to this topic area. Specifically, it supports learners in considering 
the key religious aspects of Christmas and so supports the development of their own emerging beliefs and values.  Many aspects of Christmas are 
explored in our education system through art, music, drama and other approaches drawing upon a range of curricular areas. While these learning 
journeys draw upon such curricular areas and their approaches, the key focus is exploring the beliefs, values and practices and traditions associated 
with Christmas in relation to Religious and Moral Education in Curriculum for Excellence. 

Possible learning opportunities/tasks: 

1. RECONSTRUCTING THE NATIVITY STORY 

Learners reconstruct the Nativity story through a sequence of images. Practitioners distribute a collection of images representing the Nativity story and learners 
explain the relationship of the image to the story. The set of labelled images could be sequenced by learners to illustrate the narrative development or learners could 
be given one image and explain the relationship of that image to the story as the narrative develops. 

 
Labelled images could include: 

 A young couple 

 An Angel 

 A Roman helmet and scroll 

 A donkey 

 A star 

 A lamb 

 A stable 

 A crown on a throne 
 Three gifts 

 A cross 
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For learners with visual impairments, a list of 
adjectives could be applied to the different 
characters in the story to support their 
understanding of the story. 

 

Adjectives could include: 

 Young Girl 

 Woman 

 Pretty 

 Tired 

 Long-haired 

 Handsome 

 Scruffy 

 Rich 

 Powerful 

 Happy 

 Sad 

 Angry 

 Chatty 

 Quiet 

 Sleepy 

 Bossy 

 Helpful 
 Friendly 

 Unkind 

 Bright 

 Scary 

Images could include: 

 A traditional portrait of Mary, the mother 
of Jesus 

 A traditional portrait of Joseph, Jesus’ 
father 

 An image of a woman from a contemporary 
soap opera 

 An image of a schoolgirl 

 An image of a businessman 

 An image of a man wearing casual clothing 

 A traditional portrait of the magi 
 A photograph of a small group of 

prominent politicians 

 A picture of an angry king 

 An image representing a wealthy figure 

 An image of a baby 
 A collection of men at a worksite 

 A picture showing someone at a shop front 

 A man dressed in white clothes 

 A traditional depiction of an Angel 

2. LINKING CHARACTERS TO THE NATIVITY STORY 

Learners can be given a collection of images (in 

the form of photographs / paintings / cartoons / 

clipart) of different people and are asked, 

individually, in pairs or in groups, to decide which 
pictures represent specific characters from the 
Nativity story. Learners can then explain the 
reasons why they made their choices. 

 

Characters in the Nativity story to be represented 
could be: 

• Mary 
• Joseph 
• Jesus 
• Herod 
• The Shepherds 
• The Magi 
• Innkeeper 
• The Angel Gabriel 
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These images and adjectives are suggestions of possible ways of representing some of the characters from the Nativity story. The above lists are only suggestions, 

practitioners may choose to use some or all of the suggestions, or, they might decide to use some of their own ideas for completing this task based on the abilities 

and needs of their learners. 

The purpose of this learning activity is to enable learners to begin to make sense of the Nativity story through imagining the characters in it and considering the role 

they play in the story. Practitioners should remain aware of the different abilities of learners and choose images that encourage learners to apply their 

understanding of the story and to explain their decision making. 

Once learners have linked images and words to the characters in the story, they should be encouraged to share their decisions with others. This would allow the 

opportunity for discussion of justifications for decisions, agreements and disagreements as well as opening up opportunities for less predictable responses. It may be 

that the more surprising decisions made by learners’ present the best opportunities for exploration across the class. 

Learners could be asked to role play some of these characters. Practitioners could make up their own questions for the different characters or learners could be 

supported to come up with their own questions for the characters. 

 
Questions could include: 

 What happened to you? 

 How did you feel about that? 

 What choices have you got now? 

 What do you think you will choose to do? 

 If you could, would you change the Nativity story? 
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3. THINKING ABOUT THE ISSUE OF PARENTHOOD IN RELATION TO THE NATIVITY STORY 

Through a discussion about being a parent, learners can communicate things that they might worry about if they were going to become parents. Resources could 
include words and pictures of artefacts of childbirth and infanthood (see list below). This list of ideas could be compared with the conditions of the birth of Jesus in 
the Nativity story. Using this comparison learners may begin to describe the things that Mary and Joseph might not have been able to provide as well as the things 
that they may have been able to provide. 

 

Words and Images that may represent infanthood: 

 Bottle 

 Nappies 

 Toys 

 Clothing 

 Baby transport (Buggy/Papoose) 
 Bedding (Cot) 

 Medicine 

 Love 

 Care 

 Parents 

 
These could be presented in two categories – for example, contemporary images and images representative of the time period during which Jesus lived. It could lead 
to a matching exercise linking contemporary examples with historical examples – for example a contemporary toy with the kind of toy which might have been in use 
during the time when Jesus was a child. Practitioners can use this comparing approach according to the abilities of their learners. 
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4. THINKING ABOUT THE NEEDS OF OTHERS AT CHRISTMAS 

The comparative list above could lead to learning that emphasises the needs of others at Christmas. Learners could consider the needs of different groups in society 
today (for example: new parents; the elderly; people living in poverty; asylum seekers; and people in custody). Learners can research these needs through using 
online research, leading to the writing of a group letter or by inviting in guests to talk about how they care for others at Christmas. 
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5. THINKING ABOUT FEELINGS EVOKED BY THE NATIVITY STORY 

Learners identify feelings with particular aspects of the nativity story. They could use a simple word bank of feelings and emoticons to correspond with the chosen 
aspects of the story or they may be able to use a greater degree of knowledge and literacy to link emotional responses to the Nativity story. 

 
Aspects of the story that may be useful could be: 

 The appearance of Gabriel to Mary 

 Joseph’s reaction to Mary’s pregnancy 

 An innkeeper who could not offer accommodation 
 A shepherd meeting Jesus in the stable 

 One of the magi interpreting the stars indicating the birth of new king 

 Herod learning of Jesus’ birth 

 Herod’s decision about what to do about baby boys after Jesus’ birth 

Feelings Bank (These could be in the form of emoticons) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The focus of the learning is in the linking of emotions to the analysis and explanation of the views that learners have expressed about the story. This gives 
practitioners opportunities to assess these skills through exploration of the associations. Learners could display the characters in the given circumstances explaining 
the link between the situation and the associated emotional responses. For example, learners could be presented with a range of pictures and create a frieze with 
the characters and some of the associated words/feelings linked to each character. This would lead to an opportunity for group interaction and discussion based on 
the details and themes emerging from the Nativity story. 

Excited 
Scared 
Happy 
Worried 
Angry 
Confused 

Guilty 
Interested 
Shocked 
Furious 
Concerned 
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Possible Assessment / Evidence: 
1. Assessment evidence could arise from questioning and class discussions or other learner interactions explaining their sequencing choices. Learners could display 

their ordered sequences on paper or using ICT resources as part of a presentation which could then be referred to in further learning activities which rely on 

knowledge of the Nativity story. If learners use a single image within the sequence of the narrative, they could be supported in explaining how that image/ incident 

relates to the story through their preferred method of communication. 

2. Evidence would be the choices of the different representations of the characters in the story. Assessment would be found in the evidence of the decision making 

and in any justifications for the choices learners made. Learners could be supported in communicating using their preferred method which may be written, signed, 

spoken or non-verbal. For learners who would have difficulty in expressing reasons to justify their decisions, practitioners could try to suggest appropriate choices of 

possible justifications in order to elicit the learners’ actual thought processes. Role plays allow practitioners to assess learners’ abilities with some of the higher order 

thinking skills. 

3. Learners’ discussions will provide the assessment opportunities and evidence of learners’ ability to consider the concerns of the characters of Mary and Joseph as 

well as the contextual similarities and differences between the Nativity story and the society we live in today. 

4. Learners could hold discussions in exploration the needs of others. Assessment evidence would include the discussions, lists of the different groups’ perceived 

needs at Christmas. If learners choose to write to write letters or invite guest speakers then evidence of these activities could include the letters and responses and 

the visits themselves. 

5. Learners could show the links they identified between the circumstances of the story and the emotions through communicating them to the practitioner or by 

creating a frieze showing the learning activity. 


