Commentary

Pupil 4 builds on pupil 2’s suggestion about providing elephant poachers with alternative employment by clarifying his idea for the rest of the group. Later pupil 3 uses his own subject knowledge about conditions in the Amazon rainforest to build on Pupil 4’s views about farmers taking over the elephants’ habitat.

The boys also use what they have learned about high order thinking skills by using Bloom's stems to generate a number of effective questions throughout the discussion. For example pupil 3’s question about whether the rest of the group agrees with the action of poachers opens up a new part of the discussion and allows pupil 4 to offer an extended analysis.

Through skilful questioning and building relevantly on each others' contributions, the boys are able to build a detailed collective analysis of the key issues presented to them in the text.

Specific group discussion skills

Locate the following sections of the video to view specific group discussion skills in action.

	Skill
	Time of video

	Building on contributions 

Questioning 

Building on contributions 
	02:41 to 03:24 

05:16 to 06:10

09:43 to 10:32 


Other possible second level discussion tasks

· Curricular Areas: Social Studies - Discuss the similarities and differences between life in a historical era that you have studied this term and present day society. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of each way of life.

· Wider Achievement: As a group, share times when you have used some of the skills learned in class in your life outside of school. Evaluate how well each member of the group is transferring their skills.

· Life and ethos of the school - Rights respecting committee: As a group, use the UN Charter of the Rights of the Child, to evaluate which rights the school makes best use of and which ones we need to work on.

