Consultation proposal by West Lothian Council 
Report by HM Inspectorate of Education addressing educational aspects of the proposal to change the site of Woodmuir Primary School, Breich.
1.
Introduction

1.1 West Lothian Council proposes to replace the existing Woodmuir Primary School with a new school on another site in the village.
1.2 The report from HM Inspectorate of Education (HMIE) is required under the terms of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  It has been prepared by HMIE in accordance with the terms of the Act.  
1.3 HM Inspectors undertook the following activities in considering the educational aspects of the proposal:

· attendance at the public meeting held on 15 March 2011 in connection with the council’s proposals; 
· consideration of all relevant documentation provided by the council in relation to the proposal, specifically the educational benefits statement and related consultation documents, written and oral submissions from parents and others; and
· visits to the site of Woodmuir Primary School, including discussion with relevant consultees.
1.4 HMIE considered:

· the likely effects of the proposal for children and young people of the school; any other users; children likely to become pupils within two years of the date of publication of the proposal paper; and other children and young people in the council area;
· any other likely effects of the proposal;
· how the council intends to minimise or avoid any adverse effects that may arise from the proposal; and
· benefits which the council believes will result from implementation of the proposal, and the council’s reasons for coming to these beliefs.
2. Consultation process
2.1 West Lothian Council undertook the initial consultation on its proposals with reference to the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  The formal consultation process has involved the school’s Parent Council, parents and carers, staff and pupils, as well as the local Community Council.  The consultation included an invitation for written submissions and a public meeting held on 15 March 2011.
2.2
An Education Officer met with children who attend Woodmuir Primary School to explain the council’s plans.  Children in P4-P7 were asked to complete a relevant proforma.  The responses were all positive in nature.  Children identified a number of benefits relating to the proposal.  They were keen to have a hall within their own school and noted that they were looking forward to having an ‘outdoor classroom’ with doors opening directly onto outdoor areas for learning.  
2.3
There were twenty responses to the council’s online survey.  Eight of the twenty respondees had a child at Woodmuir Primary School.  The remainder were members of the community and Parent Council representatives.  All of the respondees were in favour of the proposal.  Parents highlighted that they feel that the current facilities are inadequate and that the school is a successful school which plays a vital role in the life of the community.
2.4
The draft report by the Head of Service notes that there was a low response to the consultation.  The council interprets this as reflecting the support for the proposal and the sense that it will have a positive effect on the community of Breich.
2.5
HMIE met with children, staff and a group of parents and members of the community.  All of these stakeholders were very positive about the proposal.

2.6
A public meeting was held on Tuesday 15 March 2011.  An Education Officer and Forward Planning Officer from West Lothian Council explained the content of the public consultation paper.  Attendees raised a number of questions, relating to the outdoor play area, access to the new school, design matters and timescales.  All questions were answered directly.

3. Educational aspects of the proposal
3.1 The council’s statement on the educational benefits of this proposal is clear.  It makes a strong case for the likely positive gains for both children and the broader community.  It also highlights the option of the new school having the potential flexibility to attract and accommodate other children from the catchment area.  The council sets out clearly its assessment of the likely effects of the proposal.  This includes appropriate reference to pupils, other users of the school and other pupils in the area.  The statement also includes an analysis of other likely effects of the proposal.  There are few, if any, adverse effects likely to arise from implementation of the proposal.
3.2 The present building is small and limited in space, both internally and in terms of outdoor play and learning facilities.  The new building will offer modern, high quality accommodation with the potential for greater flexibility of use.  This will be more appropriate to learning and teaching and will allow children the opportunity to develop fully the capacities within Curriculum for Excellence.  It will offer the staff and children better facilities internally, including provision of a hall space and better facilities in the immediate outdoor environment.  
3.3 The new school grounds will include a Multi Use Games Area which would be available for community use outwith core school hours.  The existing grass pitch would be reconfigured as a 7-a-side football pitch and sports field.  The council will ensure that the new school provides appropriate space for Physical Education (PE) and direct access to external PE and play areas.  This will offer numerous advantages for staff and children.  It will also mean that children no longer need to travel to another school to undertake PE.  As a result, the time currently used to transport children can be used for other, more productive purposes. 
3.3
The likely effects on children who will become pupils within two years of the date of publication of the proposal paper are similar in nature to those identified above.  The improved accommodation and facilities will offer a very appropriate platform for high quality learning and teaching in the early years.  This will also allow for active learning, which involves children often physically moving around an area/s of the school.  This is in keeping with accepted good practice in primary education, and is viewed as essential to learning at the early stages of primary school.
3.4
The new school would be designed and managed to optimise community use and provide new and improved facilities for the local community outwith school hours.  Given that community facilities in the village are currently limited, this offers the additional advantage of providing new accommodation for community use, as well as for the use of children when at school.
3.5
School facilities will be available, at times, to children and young people in the community who do not attend Woodmuir Primary School.  This would include, for example, use by young people who attend the local youth club.  Currently this club is held in another local hall where the conditions are said to be very poor.
3.6
As a result of the new school, there is likely to be less pressure on the facilities in Longridge Primary School where the children of Woodmuir Primary School currently undertake PE.  
3.7
Other advantages of this proposal include the school having somewhere appropriate to hold assemblies and other gatherings which can allow members of the community to attend.  

3.8
On the evidence available, there are no obvious or likely adverse effects arising from this proposal.  Any potential risk created by an increase in traffic due to the relocation of the school would be addressed through traffic calming measures.
4. Summary
4.1 The council presents a strong case for this proposal.  Implementation of West Lothian Council’s proposal is likely to be of significant educational benefit to the children of Woodmuir Primary School.  Provision of a new school will overcome the limitations of the current accommodation.  The new building will offer modern, high quality accommodation with the potential for greater flexibility of use.  The proposal has the additional advantage of being of likely benefit to the community of Breich more generally.  Stakeholders were overwhelmingly positive in their response to the proposal.
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