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[bookmark: _GoBack]How important are role models in reducing crime?

Karyn McCluskey, Director, Violence Reduction Unit:  […] role models, and particularly for young men. And for young women it’s incredibly important as well because we want women, and young girls, to be playing a bigger part in Scottish society, in equality.

But for young men, in particular, role models are incredibly important. If we look at the changes, and I suppose as part of Modern Studies, you will look at the changes in society. From the nuclear family, where we had a mum and a dad and 2.5 children, to now… if you look at some of the statistics in terms of the family make-up now, over 60 per cent of the families, the households, in Glasgow will now be single occupancy or single parent families.

So, the nuclear family is no more. It’s changed, and sometimes a by-product of that is that men are absent in the household. So we have lots of very strong single parents, and I’m a single parent so I feel quite comfortable in talking about this.

But sometimes men are absent, and what we really understood and some of the evidence worldwide tells us, that role modelling is one of the most crucial things that can make a difference to a young person’s life. Now, if it was me I would be doing it pre-10 because they often say your life course is set by the age of 10. I don’t really believe it; I think it can be changed later on but if you can make a difference in a young person’s life, then it’s as close as it gets to being magic without being magic.

Even later on, I mean I see the influence that men have on other young boys about what it is to be a good man in Scotland. That actually, you know being a man is about walking away from a fight. It’s about not carrying a knife. It’s about being a good dad. It’s about telling your kids you love them. It’s not about going out and getting drunk, and getting into fights, and squaring up for a fight and…It’s not about that.

So, we need to change the ideas about what masculinity is and so I always say to men, I’m always delighted if I see them in the audience if I’m doing a talk. I’ll say to them: 'I want you to get involved, I want you to be part of this.'  Because they are critical, but the problem is we are very risk averse and particularly because of lots of the things that have happened recently around abuse scandals that people are scared to get involved.

But that side of things is very small, the vast majority of people in society are good people that want to do the best and we just need to get them involved more.

Teaching is a predominantly female profession now. It used to be lots of men were in it, so [now] there’s very few men. Some young boys will go through school, particularly, with no good male role models in their life. We need to reintroduce them. Somebody said I was social engineering. Sometimes I think you have to do that, you know, to get a good outcome.
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