


Consultation proposal by East Renfrewshire Council 
Report by Education Scotland, addressing educational aspects of the proposal to relocate in part Busby Primary School Nursery Class to Carolside Primary School Nursery Class for school session 2012/13 and beyond.
Introduction

1.1 East Renfrewshire Council proposes to relocate in part, Busby Primary School Nursery Class to Carolside Primary School Nursery Class.
1.2 The report from Education Scotland is required under the terms of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  It has been prepared by HM Inspectors in accordance with the terms of the Act.  
1.3 HM Inspectors undertook the following activities in considering the educational aspects of the proposal:

· consideration of all relevant documentation provided by the council in relation to the proposal, specifically the educational benefits statement and related consultation documents, written and oral submissions from parents and others; and

· visits to the sites of Busby Primary School and Carolside Primary School, including discussion with relevant consultees.
1.4 HM Inspectors considered:

· the likely effects of the proposal for children and young people of the schools and nursery classes named above; any other users; children likely to become pupils within two years of the date of publication of the proposal paper; and other children and young people in the council area .
· any other likely effects of the proposal;
· how the council intends to minimise or avoid any adverse effects that may arise from the proposal; and
· benefits which the council believe will result from implementation of the proposal, and the council’s reasons for coming to these beliefs.

2. Consultation process
2.1 East Renfrewshire Council undertook the initial consultation on its proposals with reference to the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  The consultation included an invitation for written submissions and a public meeting held in November 2011.
2.2 Overall, parents, staff and children from both schools were positive about and supportive of the proposal.  However, each group sought more detailed information on for example, staffing and traffic management.  
2.3 Parents from Carolside Primary School Nursery Class acknowledged that there was a need to provide additional nursery places and that if the proposal was accepted it would reduce the need for a number of children to travel to Busby for their nursery education.  They praised the existing arrangements for transition and felt that this good practice would only be strengthened if more children received their nursery education in the Carolside Nursery Class.  
2.4 Staff from Carolside Primary School Nursery Class were supportive of the proposal.  They were keen to build on the already high-quality nursery provision and felt the proposal provided an opportunity to extend their programme of outdoor learning in the potentially larger garden grounds.  
2.5 The group of children representing the school were in favour of the proposal but had some pertinent comments to make regarding the safety of others.  They commented on the increased volume of cars using the school car park.  They suggested a separate nursery/school drop off zone which could be created in the grounds of the ex-janitor’s house to alleviate the congestion at peak times.  
2.6 Parents and staff from Busby Primary School Nursery Class were supportive of the proposal.  They were aware that the school roll was increasing and that the proposal would facilitate the creation of an additional class in the primary school.  They valued the close partnership working they had with each other and felt that a smaller unit would serve to strengthen existing effective working relationships.  
2.7 The group of children representing Busby Primary School agreed that it was a good idea to reduce the number of pre-school places as this would provide more accommodation for the increasing number of primary-aged children who wished to attend their school.  
3. Educational aspects of the proposal

3.1 East Renfrewshire Council sets out a number of potential educational benefits in its formal proposal documentation.  The educational benefits statement clearly describes how this proposal will deliver the vision and aims of the Education Department.  East Renfrewshire Council has a strong track record of providing very high-quality pre-school education as evidenced by their own quality assurance systems and externally through HMIE and the Care Inspectorate inspection reports. 
3.2 The council has acknowledged the likelihood of increased traffic and offers in its proposal a consideration of how this might be managed.

3.3 Busby Primary School Nursery Class and Carolside Primary School Nursery Class are well-established early years facilities providing a high-quality curriculum as evidenced by external scrutiny reports written by both the Care Inspectorate and HMIE.  The proposal, should it proceed, will need to ensure this is maintained across the expanded nursery provision.
3.4 The council’s proposal to expand the number of places at Carolside and reduce those in Busby would better meet the needs of parents and reduce the number of complaints the council receives regarding the allocation of pre-school places in the Busby/Carolside area.  Parents would not be required to make journeys between the two schools to drop off and collect their pre-school and school-aged children.  The present arrangements make it difficult for some parents who do not have a car to travel to and from the two schools.  
3.5 The educational benefits statement outlines how the reduction in nursery numbers at Busby will provide accommodation for the increasing school roll.  The proposal, should it go ahead, would allow Busby Primary School to accommodate all primary school children requiring a non-denominational place from its catchment area.
4. Summary

4.1 East Renfrewshire Council’s proposal to relocate in part Busby Primary School Nursery Class to Carolside Primary School Nursery Class offers tangible benefits to the children in the Busby and Carolside areas.  The extended provision will serve to meet the local demand for pre-school places in the Carolside area.  The existing high-quality transition arrangements will be unaffected by the proposal.
4.2 The reduction in the number of pre-school places at Busby Primary School will address the accommodation issues which have arisen from the increasing roll in Busby Primary School.
4.3 Some stakeholders expressed strong concerns about the increased risk to children’s safety as a result of the increased traffic at Carolside.Primary School.  The council needs to provide stakeholders with an early indication of how they intend to review school travel plans to ensure pupil safety and effective traffic management.  
HM Inspectors

Education Scotland

December 2011
PAGE  
1

