How the nursery has developed partnerships to support children’s learning
HEADTEACHER: In Woodside Nursery School we have found over time that effective partnership is crucial in being able to fully meet the needs of all of our learners. Partnerships with parents, partnerships with other agencies, partnerships with the Royal Conservatoire, and with local primary schools. By working effectively with partner agencies we’re able to provide additional experiences and opportunities for the children which they may not have experience of before. 

HEADTEACHER: For example, with the Royal Conservatoire it’s a very specific programme they deliver, and this also includes involvement with the local primary school because the Conservatoire come and work in the nursery but they also work in the primary. So the children participate with students on a weekly basis exploring language pattern, rhythm of language, syllabification, rhyme, through twenty or thirty minute sessions with students. They also get to explore musical instruments that they may never have had the opportunity to touch and see before. 

HEADTEACHER: And when they go to primary one in Oakgrove, they then continue sessions with the Royal Conservatoire students, so that is a continuation of their musical experience from nursery into primary one. 

COMMUNITY MUSIC CO-ORDINATOR, RCS: We work very much in partnership with the staff so at the start of session we’ll plan, you know, if there’s particular nursery rhymes or a particular theme that they’re following, so that will give us the basis for the repertoire and the themes that we’re using because we want to reflect in the music what the staff would be working on through the week. For example, there might be particular nursery rhymes that they’re working on that we also will cover through song in our work. 

COMMUNITY MUSIC TUTOR, RCS: You can see just from the faces of the children that they’re really happy to be in the music circle, happy to be singing with the music students and with their teachers. And that real development of confidence and feeling secure and happy in their space to be working and to be exploring the language, it’s very, very gradual development because we see maybe the first couple of weeks the children can be quite shy. 

COMMUNITY MUSIC TUTOR, RCS: But gradually over the course of the term as the children become more excited, more engaged, then the language just starts to come and the children are speaking with us, singing with us and interacting with us. So it’s really, it’s very positive to see how that progresses, how that develops. 

HEADTEACHER: Another partnership we have in the nursery school is with parents. It’s extremely important to involve parents in the nursery in all elements of what we do in the nursery. In doing so we are then able to involve them in their children’s learning. They are invited to every celebration that we do. If we have an Eid party for the children the parents are invited back early, they are given food to try, they’re involved in the dancing. They don’t just come and sit and watch, they’re actually encouraged to participate. 

HEADTEACHER: By building that really effective partnership at the start and that trust, the parents know that what’s at the heart of what we do is that we want the best for their child. So this partnership we have with the parents really impacts on the outcome of learners in Woodside Nursery School.ery plays on their children’s development.
