CONSULTATION PROPOSAL BY EAST LOTHIAN COUNCIL
REPORT BY HM INSPECTORATE OF EDUCATION ADDRESSING EDUCATIONAL ASPECTS OF THE PROPOSAL TO REVISE CATCHMENT AREA ARRANGEMENTS FOR NON-DENOMINATIONAL PRE-SCHOOL, PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION AT BLINDWELLS, TRANENT, EAST LOTHIAN
1. Introduction

1.1 East Lothian Council proposes to revise catchment area arrangements for non-denominational pre-school, primary and secondary education at Blindwells, Tranent, East Lothian.
1.2 The report from HM Inspectorate of Education (HMIE) is required under the terms of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  It has been prepared by HMIE in accordance with the terms of the Act.  
1.3 HM Inspectors undertook the following activities in considering the educational aspects of the proposal:

· consideration of all relevant documentation provided by the Council in relation to the proposal, specifically the educational benefits statement and related consultation documents, written and oral submissions from parents and others;

· consideration of further representations made directly to HMIE on relevant educational aspects of the proposal;
· consideration of further information on all schools affected; and

· visit to the site of proposed educational facility and associated housing, which has not been built.
1.4 HMIE considered:

· any likely effects of the proposal;
· how the Council intends to minimise or avoid any adverse effects that may arise from the proposal; and
· benefits which the authority believes will result from implementation of the proposal, and the Council’s reasons for coming to these beliefs.
2. Consultation process
2.1 East Lothian Council undertook the initial consultation on its proposals with reference to the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010. 
2.2 Consultation with the public around the educational aspects of the proposal consisted of provision of information on the development of a catchment area for the new school only.

3. Educational aspects of the proposal
3.1 The Council is planning to build an all through 3-18 school to provide education for children of pre-school, primary and secondary age on one site at Blindwells, Tranent.  The new school will not be open until after two years from the date of this report in September 2010.  The proposed new school will adjust the catchment areas of both Sandersons Wynd Primary School and Ross High Secondary School.  The areas within the catchment areas that are proposed to be adjusted do not contain any dwellings.  The proposed new school will have its own catchment based around the Blindwells development.  Since the present proposal will not change any of the existing catchment areas where there are dwellings, the likely impact cannot be ascertained at this time.  

3.2 The proposal to provide a new school is part of a larger proposal to build 1,600 new houses and other facilities such as community buildings, green space and pathways.  These new houses and other facilities are likely to be used by young people when the new housing and school development is built. 
3.3 The new school will be an all age school contained in a school campus.  East Lothian Council does not presently have any schools of this type within its control.  The present proposal does not sufficiently address at this early stage how East Lothian Council will manage what will be a new development for them in terms of social mix within the school, the staffing and management of the proposed all age school, curriculum development and the authority support required.  It will be important that East Lothian Council fully consider such issues well in advance of the building project commencing.
3.4 East Lothian Council will seek to consult with the public on all further changes that may result from this development.  The present proposal notes this and commits the Council to this when the new development is built. 
3.5 The population in the Tranent area is increasing.  This is part of wider population growth in East Lothian generally.  East Lothian Council has already built a new, larger primary school at Sanderson’s Wynd to relieve the pressure on the pupil rolls of existing primary schools.  Ross High School has been recently extended to meet an increasing pupil roll.  East Lothian Council believes that the new school would provide its pupils with similar educational benefits as experienced by young people across the authority.  Additionally it would provide young people from 3 years to 18 years at the school with a coherent and progressive educational experience under Curriculum for Excellence.
4. Summary
The Council is consulting to ensure there is appropriate education provision for children and young people who may live in the area once the proposed new developments at Blindwells go ahead.  The proposal will clearly be of educational benefit for those children and young people who will eventually live in this area as it will provide a new purpose built school in the immediate local area.  The Council currently believes implementation of the proposal will provide substantial educational benefits for children and young people in the Tranent area.  The HMIE validated self‑evaluation report on East Lothian published in 2009 and individual reports of pre‑school, primary and secondary schools in the Council endorse the view that the Council has a positive record in managing its estate effectively and efficiently.  While East Lothian Council has sought to consult on this phase of the proposal effectively, the Council should continue to consult with local residents on the Blindwells development as it progresses.  In doing so, it should ensure that it provides sufficient details of the educational benefits of the proposed campus. 
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