
CONSULTATION PROPOSAL BY FIFE COUNCIL 
REPORT BY HM INSPECTORATE OF EDUCATION ADDRESSING EDUCATIONAL ASPECTS OF THE PROPOSAL TO REZONE PART OF THE CATCHMENT AREAS OF COALTOWN OF WEMYSS, SINCLAIRTOWN AND THORNTON PRIMARY SCHOOLS
Introduction

1.1
Fife Council is undertaking a series of catchment reviews across the Kirkcaldy area.  This is part of an overall strategic review of education provision.  This catchment review forms part of the first phase of this review.  It proposes to rezone part of the catchment areas of Coaltown of Wemyss, Sinclairtown and Thornton Primary Schools in advance of a new planned housing development in the Kingslaw area.  The proposed rezoning will temporarily increase the catchment area of Sinclairtown Primary School pending the construction of a new school in the Kingslaw area.  It will reduce permanently, the catchment areas of Thornton Primary School and Nursery Class and Coaltown of Weymss Primary School.  The areas of land, which it is proposed will be rezoned, are as yet undeveloped.
1.2
The report from HM Inspectorate of Education (HMIE) is required under the terms of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  It has been prepared by HMIE in accordance with the terms of the Act.  
1.3
HM Inspectors undertook the following activities in considering the educational aspects of the proposal:

· consideration of all relevant documentation provided by the council in relation to the proposal, specifically the educational benefits statement, and related consultation documents, written and oral submissions from parents and others;

· consideration of further information on all schools affected; and

· visits to the site of Thornton Primary School and Nursery Class, Sinclairtown Primary School and Coaltown of Wemyss Primary School, including discussion with relevant consultees.
1.4
HMIE considered:

· the likely effects of the proposal for children and young people of the schools, for any other users, for children likely to become pupils within two years of the date of publication of the proposal paper, and for other children and young people in the council area;
· any other likely effects of the proposal;
· how the council intends to minimise or avoid any adverse effects that may arise from the proposal; and
· benefits which the authority believes will result from implementation of the proposal, and the council’s reasons for coming to these beliefs.

2. Consultation process
2.1 Fife Council undertook the initial consultation on its proposals with reference to the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  
2.2
As part of the consultation process, Fife Council held a public information evening.  Attendance at the information evening was very limited.  No specific comments were received as a result of the consultation process.  Pupil groups representing each of the three schools were invited to the Town House in Kirkcaldy to hear of the proposals.  As a result, the pupil groups are well informed and are in agreement with the proposals.  Headteachers, parents and children feel the consultation process is open, clear and is being well managed. 

2.3
The potential increase to the roll at Sinclairtown Primary School is viewed positively by the headteacher as it will contribute to a desired change in class structure away from composite classes.  The headteacher at Thornton Primary School believes that maintaining the school roll at current levels will protect and enable the continued development of important initiatives to support very vulnerable children and families.
3. Educational aspects of the proposal
3.1 The new planned 2,800 property housing development within the Kingslaw area of the Kirkcaldy East Strategic Land Allocation Area will also include a new primary school as part of the development package.  The proposed new school building will provide modern educational facilities including nursery and additional support facilities.  Further consultation will be required before the school is constructed to ensure the accommodation is appropriate for the service users.  As yet, the areas of land, which it is proposed will be rezoned, are undeveloped.  There is only one occupied farm dwelling with no school-aged children.  The proposed housing development is not yet underway and there is no target date for its commencement.  As no current children are effected by the rezoning, no impact upon them is evident.
3.2 It is unlikely that there will be, if any, significant new housing on the Kingslaw land development within the next two years.  Therefore, children will continue to attend their current catchment schools.  Any children who move into newly‑developed properties will be zoned to attend Sinclairtown Primary School.
3.3
There are no likely effects on other users of the schools at this time.  The local authority, through this proposal, have taken account of ‛safer routes’ to school to ensure the safety of children who will live on the development site.  No other effects on other children and young people in the local council can be determined at this time. 

3.4
Other likely effects of the proposal will be an increase in the roll at Sinclairtown Primary School.  The headteacher at Coaltown of Weymss Primary School is likely to experience a slight increase in the school roll through an ongoing housing development in the village.  This is likely to bring the school to a working capacity.
3.5
Fife Council have been very proactive in the timing of this proposal.  They have anticipated and addressed any adverse effects pending the construction of the new Kingslaw school.  
3.6
Fife Council believes the proposals will prevent any potential issues involving catchment areas when the new properties are constructed.  They are ensuring that children who will potentially live on the newly-developed land will all attend the same school pending the new one being built.  There is sufficient capacity within Sinclairtown Primary School to create an additional four classes.  Children within the new housing estate will, in time, benefit from a new school building which will be constructed by the developers of the site. 
4. Summary

4.1 Fife Council is undertaking a series of catchment reviews across the Kirkcaldy area.  This proposal is concerned, in part, with the development of a green field site for housing.  Under the planning obligations associated with the new housing, developers are required to provide a new primary school.  The council believes there will be important education benefits for children who will attend the new Kingslaw school as the facilities will be designed to reflect the teaching and learning approaches of Curriculum for Excellence.  The primary aspects of this catchment review are concerned with adjustments to the catchment areas of three schools.  Within two years of the publication of the proposal paper, there are likely only to be minimal effects on children attending the schools concerned.  As the housing development is not yet underway, it is anticipated that the increase to numbers of children attending Sinclairtown Primary School will be a gradual process.  All of the schools involved in the process identify positive educational effects should the proposal go ahead.  The proposals have been well managed by Fife Council and all parties concerned are satisfied with the extent of the consultation process.  Fife Council will continue to consult, as appropriate, relevant parties as the housing development commences and the proposals for the new school begin to emerge.
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