[image: image1.png]Education

Scotland
Foghlam Alba

_d








C















Introduction


In this learning journey, learners will explore how countries chose their king, what jobs and responsibilities a king had, and how he interacted with other kings, neighbours and overlords. 


Suggested learning experiences can provide a foundation for further learning in Social Studies and in other curriculum areas.





Learning Journey Contents


Learning Experience A: Choosing a king


Learning Experience B: What did a king do?


Learning Experience C: Kingly rebellion





Full historical background and sources for John Balliol and the Scottish War of Independence can be found in John Balliol, Kings of Scots, Ragman Roll and Scottish Government resources. These are some of 32 resources on medieval life from the � HYPERLINK "https://education.gov.scot/improvement/Pages/soc5-people-of-medieval-scotland.aspx" ��People of Medieval Scotland Resource�. See also Introduction to the Scottish Wars of Independence.





The Reign of King John Balliol (1292–1296)





People, past events and societies Es & Os


I can use primary and secondary sources selectively to research events in the past. 								    SOC 2-01a 





I can interpret historical evidence from a range of periods to help build a picture of Scotland’s heritage and my sense of chronology. 	    SOC 2-02a 





I can investigate a Scottish historical theme to discover how past events or the actions of individuals or groups have shaped Scottish society. 


																			    SOC 2-03a





I can compare and contrast a society in the past with my own and contribute to a discussion of the similarities and differences. 		    SOC 2-04a





I can discuss why people and events from a particular time in the past were important, placing them within a historical sequence. 		    SOC 2-06a











Responsibility of All Es & Os:





Literacy (Listening and Talking)


Learners will have the opportunity to work in groups of different sizes, discussing their tasks and learning from each other.





When I engage with others, I can respond in ways appropriate to my role, show that I value others’ contributions and use these to build on thinking.                                                                          			     LIT 2-02a








Health & Wellbeing 


Learners will have the opportunity to work cooperatively with their peers to develop their understanding of past events.





I can make full use of and value the opportunities I am given to improve and manage my learning and, in turn, I can help to encourage learning and confidence in others.                                                                              HWB 2-11a 





Prior Learning





Learners would benefit from:





First Level


By exploring places, investigating artefacts and locating them in time, I have developed an awareness of the ways we remember and preserve Scotland’s history. 	        	       SOC 1-02a





Having selected a significant individual from the past, I can contribute to a discussion on the influence of their actions, then and since.  SOC 1-06a 








Introduction


Medieval life revolved around the king as the head of government. People thought that a king had natural authority to govern. However, when the royal line died out, Scotland faced severe difficulties in deciding who should be the next monarch.
































Possible evidence





SAY


Explain the findings of their discussions on the competitors.





MAKE


Display on what a medieval king did. 


Display on 13th century Scottish family tree.





WRITE


Write a letter to their choice of leader (King Edward I of England, the Pope, King Philip IV of France etc.) asking for help deciding on the next King of Scots. They could age the document for a wall display.














Possible learning opportunities / tasks





Whole class discuss what learners think a king did in medieval Scotland - their duties, lifestyle etc.


Look at the royal family tree from the 13th century. Compare to the current royal family - discuss succession, heir to the throne etc.


Small group discussions on who should decide on the next medieval king (in 1290) when one line of succession died out. Learners think about who had the authority to enforce this decision.


Class looks at the letter from Bishop Fraser of St Andrews to Edward I (1290) asking for help - discuss why Edward was a good choice. See Scottish Government resource under Edward I: Leuchars 7 October 1290 and Berwick 17 November 1292.


Look at the competitors: what evidence would be needed to make such an important decision?


In their small groups, learners decide who they would pick and present on their candidate to their class. Compare their choices to Edward I’s choice in 1292.








   Learning Experience A:  Choosing a King





Stimulus


What is a king? 


How did people decide who would be the next king when one died? 


What evidence did they need to decide on who should be the next king?


What happened when the people did not agree on who would be the next king?
































Reflecting on learning





Did learners explain the reasons for seeking help from a king effectively?


Did learners plan out their discussion time effectively?


Can learners identify good points and areas for improvements in other learners work?


Have learners used the People of Medieval Scotland resources effectively?





Taking it further





Learners could research the period of the Great Cause (Edward I’s court deciding on the Scottish succession) and create a drama of court proceedings - represent each of the competitors presenting their case to Edward I and him deliberating and presenting his decision on the Scottish succession.








Useful resources


Scottish Government, Kings of Scots and Family Trees packages at People of Medieval Scotland.


� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Competitors_for_the_Crown_of_Scotland" �http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Competitors_for_the_Crown_of_Scotland�


� HYPERLINK "http://www.britroyals.com/windsor.htm" �http://www.britroyals.com/windsor.htm� 





Key learning


Learners can:


Handle a range of sources as evidence to present an informed view.


Apply their thinking to make reasoned evaluations.























Possible evidence





WRITE


A diary account of a day in the life of King John Balliol.





MAKE


A wall display/presentation of the different roles of King John Balliol.





Possible learning opportunities / tasks


Class Discussion: 


What does our current Queen (and immediate royal family) do? What does the class think a medieval king would do during times of peace?


Why would countries have preferred male leaders to females? Why do we currently have a Queen (rather than a King)?


Divide class into small groups: each investigate a different aspect of royal government in the Middle Ages, e.g. homage/parliament/sheriffs/legal cases.


Each group to create a display/presentation to inform the remainder of the class about the role of King John at the head of the Scottish Government.








Introduction


Medieval life revolved around the king as the head of government. During times of crisis, a king was expected to organise and lead the defence of his kingdom. However, they had other, equally important roles to fulfill during times of peace.

















   Learning Experience B:  What did a king do?








Stimulus


Why were monarchs almost always male during the middle ages?


What did a king do during times of peace?


Did anyone help the king on a regular basis?




















Reflecting on learning


Did learners explain the different jobs and roles of a medieval king?


Did learners plan out their discussion time effectively?


Can learners identify good points and areas for improvements in other learners’ work?


Have learners used their literacy skills to demonstrate their thinking and ideas?











Key learning


Learners can:


Handle a range of sources as evidence to present an informed view.


Utilise ICT/presentation skills to demonstrate knowledge of the roles and jobs of a medieval king.












































Useful resources


Scottish Government (see section marked John Balliol) and John Balliol resourcesat People of Medieval Scotland.





Use the Parliamentary Records of Scotland (� HYPERLINK "http://www.rps.ac.uk" �http://www.rps.ac.uk�) to explore additional government records from King John’s reign.





Taking it further


Use additional web resources (such as � HYPERLINK "http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk" ��www.nationalarchives.gov.uk�) to compare the jobs and roles of Scottish kings to those in other countries or later reigns in Scotland.








Possible learning opportunities / tasks


Class discussion - what might the word ‘overlord’ mean for a medieval king? Link to the specific nature of the relationship between Edward I and John Balliol.


Split class into small groups:


What problems might lead a king to rebel against his overlord?


What preparations might a king carry out to ensure his rebellion would be successful?


What might be the punishment for a king whose rebellion against his overlord failed?


Use the resources to explore what pushed John to rebel against Edward I and how he prepared the kingdom for the likely English invasion.


After John was defeated, Edward I forced the Scots to sign a written oath of loyalty to him as overlord of Scotland - the Ragman Roll. Examine the oath and the list of signatures. Learners should create their own “oath” of loyalty to their class/friends/family, gain signatures (wax seals) and age the document.





Introduction


Most medieval kings had ultimate authority within their own kingdom. However, John Balliol was in the unusual situation of being under the rule of Edward I of England, who was recognised by John as his overlord.














Possible evidence


SAY


Explain what an overlord is and why a king would rebel against their overlord.





WRITE


Their oath of loyalty.





MAKE


Create an aged document and wax seals for signatures.





   Learning Experience C:  Kingly Rebellion











Useful resources


Scottish Government, Edward I, John Balliol, Ragman Roll and Wax Seals resources at People of Medieval Scotland.





Reflecting on learning


Did learners explain what an overlord is clearly?


Did learners plan their discussion time effectively?


Can learners identify good points and areas for improvements in other learners’ work?


Have learners worked in partnership or in teams to communicate in different ways and settings?





Taking it further


Explore the events of the English invasion of 1296, defeating the Scots at Berwick and Dunbar and turning John Balliol into ‘Toom Tabard’.





Key learning


Learners can:


Handle a range of sources as evidence to present an informed view.


Explain how to plan for a rebellion to minimise the chance of failure.









































Stimulus


What is an overlord?


How much power did a king have over his own country if he had an overlord?


What sort of problems might lead a king to rebel against his overlord?


What preparations might a king make before his rebellion to ensure he was successful?
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