
Consultation proposal by East Renfrewshire Council 
Report by Education Scotland, addressing educational aspects of the proposal to create a new nursery class within Crookfur Primary School.
1.
Introduction

1.1 East Renfrewshire Council proposes to create a nursery class within Crookfur Primary School.
1.2 The report from Education Scotland is required under the terms of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  It has been prepared by HM Inspectors in accordance with the terms of the Act.  
1.3 HM Inspectors undertook the following activities in considering the educational aspects of the proposal:

· attendance at the public meeting held on 14th February 2013 in connection with the council’s proposals;
· consideration of all relevant documentation provided by the council in relation to the proposal, specifically the educational benefits statement and related consultation documents, written and oral submissions from parents and others; and
· visit to the site of Crookfur Primary School, including discussion with relevant consultees.
1.4 HM Inspectors considered:

· the likely effects of the proposal for children and young people of the school; any other users; children likely to become pupils within two years of the date of publication of the proposal paper; and other children and young people in the council area;
· any other likely effects of the proposal;
· how the council intends to minimise or avoid any adverse effects that may arise from the proposal; and
· benefits which the council believes will result from implementation of the proposal, and the council’s reasons for coming to these beliefs.

2. Consultation process
2.1 East Renfrewshire Council undertook the initial consultation on its proposals with reference to the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  
2.2 The consultation document was circulated to all relevant stakeholders, including parents of children in the school.  The proposals were also published on the council’s website and views invited from members of the community.  All implications arising from the new provision have been considered, including taking into account projected school rolls over the next few years.
2.3 The proposal has been very widely supported and welcomed.  Around 12 members of the public attended the public meeting held at Isobel Mair School.  A few parents raised specific concerns related to their own circumstances at this meeting, and these were fully addressed by officers of the authority.  There were no significant objections to the creation of the nursery.
2.4 Parents of children at Crookfur Primary School who met with HM Inspectors were very satisfied with the consultation process and the proposal itself.  They believe that the proposal will help with continuity in their children’s education from pre-school through to primary.
2.5 Staff at Crookfur Primary School were very happy with the educational benefits arising from the proposal, and with the consultation process.  They are looking forward to the possibilities for professional development afforded by the creation of the nursery provision for pre-school children.
3. Educational aspects of the proposal

3.1 The proposal by East Renfrewshire Council to create nursery provision within Crookfur Primary School would offer educational benefits for children.

3.2 The Newton Mearns area, which includes Crookfur Primary School, is currently served by three local authority pre-school establishments and four partnership nurseries, none of which is within Crookfur Primary School.  Children who attend Crookfur Primary School come from all of these nurseries, and often others too.  This makes for complex transition arrangements.  The proposal will mean that almost all children who attend Crookfur Primary School will have attended the nursery provision in the school itself.  This will improve transitions from pre‑school into primary, as well as allowing for improved moderation of assessment procedures and standards in pre-school.  There will be more opportunities for children in pre-school and early stages to work together across Curriculum for Excellence early level, and is likely to improve the pace of learning through the early stages.
3.3 Across East Renfrewshire there would be greater capacity for ante pre-school education, allowing the authority to meet the national priority of 600 hours pre-school education for all by 2014.  Currently the demand for places for ante pre-school children cannot be met in all the local authority nurseries closest to residents’ homes.  This demand is rising with new housing, and is projected to continue to rise over the coming years.
3.4 Families will now have their children on the one site which will simplify the travel arrangements for many.  There are clear procedures already in place for drop‑off of children in the school, and these would be able to cope with the new nursery provision.

3.5 The proposal would enhance opportunities for the professional development of staff.  They would be able to learn from methodologies in pre-school learning.  There already exists some expertise in pre-school learning amongst members of staff.
3.6 The council has detailed projections on school populations for the next few years.  It is confident that Crookfur Primary School will be able to meet demand for catchment area places over the next four to five years, despite losing two classrooms to the nursery.  In the long term, the council recognises that alternative new pre-school provision would need to be established in order to return the nursery rooms back to classrooms for the primary school.  
3.7 Historically there has been a significant number of placing requests from outwith the council area.  The change to accommodation and the increase in demand from within the catchment area will reduce the scope for this.  
3.8 There will be no adverse effect on other nurseries within East Renfrewshire, as the overall demand for places cannot be met currently.  The likely effect is that pressure will be eased in other nurseries, particularly the provision for pre-school children with additional support needs who attend the nursery at Isobel Mair School.
4. Summary

4.1 East Renfrewshire Council has set out a positive, well-reasoned case for its proposal to introduce nursery provision for children in the Crookfur area of Newton Mearns, sited within Crookfur Primary School.  The proposal would lead to educational benefit as it would improve continuity of education for children attending the nursery and progressing into the primary stages at Crookfur Primary School.  The proposal would also simplify travel arrangements for many parents.  It will allow the council to meet demand for pre-school learning across the whole of East Renfrewshire for at least the next few years.
4.2 In taking forward the proposal, the council should ensure that parents and staff are fully informed of the reasons behind the location of the nursery facility within Crookfur Primary School, and any impact of this on other aspects of accommodation.  They should be consulted as far as is practical.  The council needs to continue to monitor the traffic arrangements around Crookfur Primary School, including the drop‑off for children at the nearby Eastwood High School, and ensure that there is no risk to children and parents.  The school will need to ensure that there continues to be sound transition arrangements for children coming from other pre-school establishments into P1 at Crookfur Primary School, and leaving the nursery at Crookfur Primary School to other primary schools.
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