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Three-Minute Teacher Assessments 
Here there are three short assessments teachers can do with individual children. All three elements are highly predictive of future literacy skills according to the research survey. Altogether they will take about 10 minutes.  
Letter Sounding  
The attached sheet “Letter Sounding Assessment” can be printed out. It contains all the letters printed in random order. Show the sheet to the child (you might want to cover all except the first line as otherwise the child might be put off).  
Explain to the child that you want them to do something and you are not going to help them. Ask the child “What sound does this letter make?” for each one. Point at the letter at the same time. Sometimes the child will give you a letter name instead – say “That is good, but that is a letter name from the alphabet. Can you tell me what sound that letter makes?” 
Try not to give the child any clues by your expression whether they are right or wrong. Praise them for effort, not correctness. Only accept an immediate second guess at a letter – move on briskly so the child does not have a long time to ponder on one letter.  
Stop the assessment after the child has been unable to identify eight consecutive items (there is no need to make children continue if they are struggling to this extent).  Do not record the child’s performance using ticks and crosses, since the child will see this and may become distracted. Use other marks such as O for correct and I for incorrect. You might want to do this on another copy of the sheet you have printed out.  
If the children have great difficulty with the assessment, try giving them a clue. Show them one line of letters and say “Can you find the letter that makes the sound of X (sample letter)?” Even if they get this correct, do not score it O or I. You will need a third symbol – perhaps □.  
Word Recognition  
The attached sheet “Word Recognition Assessment “can be printed out. It contains 30 high frequency words printed in random order. Show the sheet to the child (you might want to cover all except the first line as otherwise the child might be put off).  
Explain to the child that you want them to do something and you are not going to help them, but first you will show them what you want them to do. Look at the demonstration word ‘mo’ and say it out loud correctly. Explain you want the child to do the same for this and some other words. Point at the demonstration word and invite the child to say the word. Then point at the first assessment word and invite the child to try it.
Try not to give the child any clues by your expression whether they are right or wrong. Praise them for effort, not correctness. Only accept an immediate second guess at a word – move on briskly so the child does not have a long time to ponder on one word.  
Stop the assessment after the child has been unable to identify eight consecutive items (there is no need to make children continue if they are struggling to this extent).  
Do not record the child’s performance using ticks and crosses, since the child will see this and may become distracted. Use other marks such as O for correct and I for incorrect. You may want to do this on another copy of the sheet that you have printed out.  
If the children have great difficulty with the assessment, try giving them a clue. Show them one line of words and say “Can you find the word that says X (sample word)?” Even if they get this correct, do not score it O or I. You will need a third symbol – perhaps □. 
Remember you are just checking word recognition here, so do not ask the children what the words mean – this would be an assessment of comprehension.  
Phonemic Blending  
[bookmark: _GoBack]The accompanying “Phonemic Blending Assessment” can be printed out. It contains 30 high frequency phonemically regular words printed in random order. Show the sheet to the child (you might want to cover all except the first line otherwise the child might be put off).  
Explain to the child that you want them to do something and you are not going to help them, but first you will show them what you want to do. Look at the demonstration word (c-a-t) and sound out c, a and t separately. Then show how to blend them together – first ca, then cat. Explain you want the child to do the same for this and some other words. Point at the demonstration word and invite the child to say the word. Then point at the first assessment word and invite the child to try it.  
Try not to give the child any clues by your expression whether they are right or wrong. Praise them for effort, not correctness. Only accept an immediate second guess at a word – move on briskly so the child does not have a long time to ponder on one word.  
Stop the assessment after the child has been unable to blend eight consecutive items (there is no need to make children continue if they are struggling to this extent).  Do not record the child’s performance using ticks and crosses, since the child will see this and may become distracted. Use other marks such as O for correct and I for incorrect. You might want to do this on another copy of the sheet you have printed out.  
You might need a third symbol for partially correct responses – perhaps □. 
Remember you are just checking blending here, so do not ask the children what the words mean – this would be an assessment of comprehension.  
 
 
 
 


Letter Sounding Assessment

e			a			r			g

b			n			à			c

t			u			è			s

l			i			o			f

ù			m			d			ì

h			ò			p

Word Recognition Assessment
Demonstration:	 mo
seo			math		tha			an		

sgoil		do			mi			i			

glè			thu			bha			cluich

mo			e			iad			bho	

gu			aig			air			beag

mòr			agus		mhath		an

math		ann			na			càite

anns		’s e 
Phonemic Blending Assessment
Demonstration: cat
às			gu			am			gun

ùr			ìm			cù			cas

las			càr			muc		far

fon			ban			fan			cus

bus			cùm		lus			rùm

mar			cìr			iar			goc

gar			ach			gum		bhan

chun		bhon		dhan		

		





 
image1.jpg
Education
Scotland
P Foghlam Alba




