Consultation proposal by Glasgow City Council
Report by HM Inspectorate of Education addressing educational aspects of the proposal to change the associated primary and secondary schools for denominational education in the Carmunnock area.
Introduction

1.1 Glasgow City Council proposes that the associated denominational primary school for the Carmunnock area of Glasgow City becomes John Paul II Primary School.  The council also proposes that the associated denominational secondary school for the Carmunnock area becomes St Margaret Mary’s Secondary School.  In both cases, the proposals seek to provide education for children and young people resident in the Carmunnock area of Glasgow City within denominational schools managed by Glasgow City Council.  The denominational schools which children and young people from the Carmunnock area have the option to attend are managed by South Lanarkshire Council.  
1.2 The report from HM Inspectorate of Education (HMIE) is required under the terms of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  It has been prepared by HMIE in accordance with the terms of the Act.  
1.3 HM Inspectors undertook the following activities in considering the educational aspects of the proposal:

· attendance at the public meetings held on 17 and 18 November 2010 in connection with the council’s proposals; 
· consideration of all relevant documentation provided by the council in relation to the proposal, specifically the educational benefits statement and related consultation documents, written and oral submissions from parents and others;

· consideration of further representations made directly to HMIE on relevant educational aspects of the proposal;
· consideration of further information on all schools affected; and

· visits to the site of John Paul II Primary School and St Margaret Mary’s Secondary School, including discussion with relevant consultees.
1.4 HMIE considered:

· the likely effects of the proposal for children and young people of the schools; any other users; children likely to become pupils within two years of the date of publication of the proposal paper; and other children and young people in the council area;
· any other likely effects of the proposal;
· how the council intends to minimise or avoid any adverse effects that may arise from the proposal; and
· benefits which the council believes will result from implementation of the proposal, and the council’s reasons for coming to these beliefs.

2. Consultation process
2.1 Glasgow City Council undertook the initial consultation on its proposals with reference to the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  
2.2 Staff, families, children and young people in both John Paul II Primary School and St Margaret Mary’s Secondary School are strongly supportive of the proposal.  They believe that in both schools, staff are well able to welcome and support the new families and the schools could benefit by increasing their rolls and so increasing further the curricular and learning experiences they could offer.  There is a consensus amongst these stakeholders that the increased social diversity within the two school populations would also be of benefit now and in the future.

2.3 Diocesan representatives support the proposal, believing it makes arrangements for denominational education in the area more sensible and streamlined.  Currently, arrangements are confused within the area as local authority and diocese do not have the same boundaries.  This has caused a certain amount of uncertainty amongst residents and parishioners within the area.  It is felt that the increased social diversity within the two school populations would also be of benefit now and in the future.
2.4 A very small number of parents of children and young people who live within the Carmunnock area expressed concern over a perceived lack of awareness of the council’s proposal.  They did not feel that they had been properly informed by the council, despite the council’s best efforts to use all means possible to do so, and only became aware of the proposal indirectly.  
2.5 South Lanarkshire and East Renfrewshire Councils support the aims and details of the proposal.  They have no issues of concern.
3. Educational aspects of the proposal

3.1 Children in both St Margaret Mary’s Secondary School and John Paul II Primary School would benefit from the proposal.  Both schools currently provide facilities of a very good quality.  The data provided by the council indicate that there is sufficient long term capacity in both schools.   
3.2 John Paul II Primary School was formed from the amalgamation of three existing primary schools.  It was inspected in 2008, less than a year after it opened, and HMIE evaluated its pastoral care of children as very good.  There is no historical link between the Carmunnock area and the school.  However, staff there believe they will be able to draw on this school strength to welcome new children should the proposal go ahead.

3.3 St Margaret Mary’s Secondary School staff welcome the possible increase in the school roll over time suggested by Glasgow City Council’s proposal.  This could provide the resources and staffing to enable the school to increase personalisation and choice in the curriculum by developing a broader range of curricular and pastoral opportunities for young people within the school.

3.4 There is a close partnership between St Margaret Mary’s Secondary School, Castlemilk High School and Langside and Cardonald Colleges.  The partnership works closely to provide a wider and broader choice across their combined S5 and S6 years than is possible for either school on its own.  For young people in Castlemilk High School, an increase in the range of courses leading to national qualifications at senior level in St Margaret Mary’s Secondary School would have a positive educational benefit.  Increased opportunities in one school would mean increased opportunities across both.
3.5 Glasgow City Council’s proposal paper identifies that there is currently no safe walking route to either school from the Carmunnock area.  Should the proposal be implemented, they propose that any children and young people affected would qualify for free transport to school in line with council policy.  Parents have raised concerns about what such arrangements might be and Glasgow City Council’s long‑term commitment to any such arrangements.  Where there is no safe walking route, the council is obliged to provide transport for all children regardless of how few.  The council should provide further information to parents on the transport arrangements.
4. Summary

Glasgow City Council has set out the case for its proposal to change the associated primary and secondary schools for denominational education in the Carmunnock area.  Overall, the proposal is of educational benefit.  There is the potential for the children and young people to benefit from a broader range of curricular and pastoral opportunities.  There is also the potential for the provision of an increased range of courses leading to national qualifications, particularly in S5 and S6, in both St Margaret Mary’s Secondary School and Castlemilk High School.  The proposal also achieves the council’s aim of ensuring that all families are aware of the designated denominational primary and secondary school associated with the Carmunnock area of the city.  In taking forward the proposal the council should set out clearly the arrangements for transporting children from the Carmunnock area to the schools concerned.  
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