Consultation proposal by Glasgow City Council
Report by Education Scotland, addressing educational aspects of the proposal to change the catchment areas for Balornock Primary School, Barmulloch Primary School, Carntyne Primary School, Elmvale Primary School, Royston Primary School and Wallacewell Primary School.

1.
Introduction

1.1 Glasgow City Council proposes to change the catchment areas for Balornock Primary School, Barmulloch Primary School, Carntyne Primary School, Elmvale Primary School, Royston Primary School and Wallacewell Primary School.
1.2 The report from Education Scotland is required under the terms of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  It has been prepared by HM Inspectors in accordance with the terms of the Act.
1.3 HM Inspectors undertook the following activities in considering the educational aspects of the proposal:

· attendance at the public meeting held on 14 February 2013 in connection with the council’s proposals;

· consideration of all relevant documentation provided by the council in relation to the proposal, specifically the educational benefits statement and related consultation documents, written and oral submissions from parents and others;

· visits to the sites of Barmulloch Primary School and Royston Primary School, including discussion with relevant consultees;

· a meeting with parent representatives of Balornock Primary School, Carntyne Primary School, Elmvale Primary School and Wallacewell Primary School; and
· telephone discussions with the headteachers of Balornock Primary School, Carntyne Primary School, Elmvale Primary School and Wallacewell Primary School.
1.4 HM Inspectors considered:

· the likely effects of the proposal for children of the schools and children likely to become pupils within two years of the date of publication of the proposal paper;
· any other likely effects of the proposal;
· how the council intends to minimise or avoid any adverse effects that may arise from the proposal; and
· benefits which the council believes will result from implementation of the proposal, and the council’s reasons for coming to these beliefs.

2. Consultation process
2.1 Glasgow City Council undertook the initial consultation on its proposals with reference to the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.
2.2 The consultation proposal document was distributed to a wide range of stakeholders, including parents, Parent Councils, children, staff, Community Councils and other users of the school premises.  The consultation period ran from 4 February 2013 until 29 March 2013.  During this period a public meeting was held at All Saints Secondary School.  The consultation included invitations to submit written submissions by post, email or by using an online response proforma.
2.3 Almost all responses received from parents, staff, children and members of the community during the consultation period supported the council’s proposals.
2.4 Parents who met with HM Inspectors were positive about the proposals.  They appreciated the way in which Glasgow City Council had carried out the consultation process.
2.5 Parents with children who attend Royston Primary School and Barmulloch Primary School felt the council had listened to their views and sought to take them into account as part of the proposals.  They felt their children would benefit from extending their friendship groups within the local community.
2.6 Parents of children who attend Barmulloch Primary School welcomed the council’s proposal for the school to sit within its catchment area.  They felt this would help enhance links with the local community.
2.7 Children who attend Royston Primary School and Barmulloch Primary School are positive about the proposals.  They felt that they may have a broader range of friends within the extended community to socialise and learn with.

2.8 Children who attend Balornock Primary School, Carntyne Primary School, Elmvale Primary School and Wallacewell Primary School were asked their views about the proposals.  Those who responded were positive about the proposed changes.
2.9 All the headteachers support the proposals.  The headteachers of Royston Primary School and Barmulloch Primary School recognised the educational benefits of the proposals and did not foresee any difficulties in accommodating any additional children.  The headteachers of Balornock Primary School, Carntyne Primary School, Elmvale Primary School and Wallacewell Primary School did not feel the proposals would have an adverse impact on their schools.
2.10 Staff at Barmulloch Primary School and Royston Primary School who met with HM Inspectors were satisfied with the consultation process.  Those at Barmulloch Primary School welcomed the possible increase in school roll.
3. Educational aspects of the proposal
3.1
The proposals by Glasgow City Council to change the catchment areas for Balornock Primary School, Barmulloch Primary School, Carntyne Primary School, Elmvale Primary School, Royston Primary School and Wallacewell Primary School would offer educational benefits.
3.2
The proposals would locate Barmulloch Primary School within its catchment area.

3.3
The proposals would make it easier for parents of children who reside within the Barmulloch and Royston areas to attend the primary school within their local community without using a placing request.
3.4
The proposed changes to the catchment areas may result in an increase in the school roll at Barmulloch Primary School.  This may result in children learning and socialising with a larger number of children of a similar age.

3.5
There is sufficient capacity within Barmulloch Primary School to accommodate any additional children arising from the proposed changes to catchment areas.
3.6
The proposed changes would not have an adverse effect on children who attend Royston Primary School, Balornock Primary School, Carntyne Primary School, Elmvale Primary School and Wallacewell Primary School.  They will be entitled to attend their current school and to continue to the respective associated secondary school.
3.7
Parents who met with HM Inspectors appreciated the council’s proposals to safeguard the position of both children currently attending their respective school and that of younger brothers and sisters to attend the same school and access free transport if appropriate.

4. Summary

4.1
Glasgow City Council has conducted a consultation process which has allowed stakeholders to express and have their views considered.  They have presented carefully considered proposals which are likely to lead to educational benefits.  The proposals seek to address the challenge of Barmulloch Primary School lying outwith its catchment area and recognises the importance of schools linking with their local community.  The proposed changes would reduce the number of areas with shared catchments.  Overall, the council’s proposals are supported by almost all stakeholders.
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