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How to carry out research in
your school

Purpose of leaflet:

This leaflet has been created to guide you in the steps
you need to consider when beginning to carry out
research in your school.

The Research cycle

Generate a

Who will you
collaborate with
to undertake the

research?

Where can you gain
more information to

Evaluate

help answer your
research question?

How will you measure

Think about what you want to investigate What is your whether you are on

within your context. Turn the appropriate idea into a desired target to reach your
clearly defined research question. outcome? desired outcome?

This research question will help steer your research
and provide a focal point.
What are
you curious
about?

What in your
teaching would
you like to make

more successful?
Is there a problem you

would like to solve in
your classroom?



http://arcadialite.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/?p=14369
http://arcadialite.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/?p=14369
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Baseline measure: measure of where you are before you take action An important part of this process is the triangulation
of data. This will afford more confidence in your
findings if a similar story is being told by each source.

Triangulation of data: using more than one source
of data to provide the information you are seeking.
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Vital to the research is evaluating the impact of
what has been done. Compare your original baseline
measures with the measure of where learners are
now.

Do your findings
support your
hypothesis?

What changes
have been
found?

Is .this data What is the
meaningful to the purpose of What else

; What was
question we want this data? could you

to investigate? successful and do?
not so successful?
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Make sure to reflect on your data. Consider the

implications of your findings. These may lead you to
Student demographics Student learning new research questions, or plans for adjustments you

could make.
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e The Aberdeenshire Educational Psychology Service

Email: eps@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
Professional Judgement e Chartered teachers in your school

¢ Visible Learning Website: visiblelearningplus.com/
(includes a tool for calculating effect size)
¢ Ethics guidance:

http://www.sera.ac.uk/documents/Publications/SE
RA%20Ethical%20GuidelinesWeb.PDF
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