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This interdisciplinary approach shows some possible learning opportunities when the experiences and outcomes listed below are connected.  These ideas are starting points and could be used to support planning, depending on your context. In this example we have highlighted a lead curriculum area, however, other curriculum areas can be included where relevant, based on needs and interests.
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Responsibility of all areas, which could be addressed in this learner journey:


I use signs, books or other texts to find useful or interesting information and I use this to plan, make choices or learn new things.


*Responsibility of all


LIT 0-14a





Using what I know about the features of different types of texts, I can find, select, sort and use information for a specific purpose.


*Responsibility of all


LIT 1-14a








Overview


This learning and teaching idea aims to explore local area place names in Scotland, looking at features of the landscape and how they relate to the languages of Scotland. The context for learning uses Social Studies as its focus. There is a link to Gaelic and Scots, as landscape features often have Gaelic or Scots names.





This learning and teaching idea has been prepared for learners working within early and first level and aims to teach skills in researching, analysing and communicating information about local place names. The strong responsibility of all link (Literacy across learning) encourages learners to understand and compare a range of maps e.g. read a key, know that maps are a text which gives us information about the land.





This learning and teaching idea further exemplifies the following learning opportunities:


Exploring characteristic features in the local environment – recording using a variety of media


Looking at common place names and directions in Scots and Gaelic


Creating personal maps of the local environment





Social studies experiences and outcomes explored


I explore and discover the interesting features of my local environment to develop an awareness of the world around me.


SOC 0-07a


I can describe and recreate the characteristics of my local environment by exploring the features of the landscape.


SOC 1-07a


Through activities in my local area, I have developed my mental map and sense of place. I can create and use maps of the area.


�SOC 1-14a�
�






�
�









Interdisciplinary opportunities


Gaelic and Scots (see exemplification)


Other opportunities may exist in


Art – creating and decorating maps


Health and wellbeing – outdoor learning


Building community links





Interdisciplinary Learning


Interdisciplinary learning is an important element within Curriculum for Excellence. It constitutes one of the four contexts for learning in 'Building the Curriculum 3':


Ethos and life of the school as a community


Curriculum areas and subjects


Interdisciplinary Learning


Opportunities for personal achievement





All of these contexts are crucial if the potential of children and young people as successful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens is to be fully developed.


Interdisciplinary learning enables practitioners and learners to:


Make connections across learning through exploring clear and relevant links across the curriculum. 


Support the use and application of what has been taught and learned in new and different ways. 


Provide opportunities for deeper learning, for example through answering big questions, exploring an issue, solving problems or completing a final project.  


Focus on curriculum areas where there are coherent links and an opportunity to deepen understanding, whilst building on children and young people’s prior learning. A few experiences and outcomes should be carefully selected in relevant curriculum areas. It is important to build children and young people’s next steps in learning into planning, to avoid a ‘one-off project’, which is not connected to prior learning. 


On the next page, the summary of learning opportunities builds on the overview document and exemplifies possible starting points for an interdisciplinary approach, which could be used to support planning.  This links directly to the context and the experiences and outcomes explored.  These suggested learning opportunities explore only aspects of the experiences and outcomes identified.  However, each experience and outcome should be revisited in other ways and contexts to ensure depth of learning.








Interdisciplinary Learning


Interdisciplinary learning is an important element within Curriculum for Excellence. It constitutes one of the four contexts for learning in 'Building the Curriculum 3':


Life and ethos of the school as a community


Curriculum areas and subjects


Interdisciplinary Learning


Opportunities for personal achievement





All of these contexts are crucial if the potential of children and young people as successful learners, confident individuals, effective contributors and responsible citizens is to be fully developed.


Interdisciplinary learning enables practitioners and learners to:


Make connections across learning through exploring clear and relevant links across the curriculum. 


Support the use and application of what has been taught and learned in new and different ways. 


Provide opportunities for deeper learning, for example through answering big questions, exploring an issue, solving problems or completing a final project.  


Focus on curricular areas where there are coherent links and an opportunity to deepen understanding. (Not all curricular areas working together or suspension of timetables.)


On the next page, the summary of learning opportunities builds on the overview document and exemplifies a possible interdisciplinary approach, which could be used when planning.  This links directly to the context and the experiences and outcomes explored.  These suggested learning opportunities explore only aspects of the experiences and outcomes identified.  However, each experience and outcome should be revisited in other ways and contexts for depth of learning.








GAELIC and SCOTS


introduce common Gaelic and Scots elements within place names for landscape features e.g. Ben, Loch.


whilst on the local walk and by talking to parents and the wider community, find out local place names.


compare landscape features with Gaelic and/or Scots names (you may use photos from your local walk and label them).


learn simple directions in Scots and/or Gaelic.











LITERACY ACROSS LEARNING


Develop an understanding of maps as a representation of the landscape by –


looking at a variety of local maps.


looking at maps in literature – Hundred Acre Wood (Winnie the Pooh), Katie Morag etc.


creating our own maps of the local area for our visitor to take home.


inviting parents and community  to see our maps and contribute to our learning about place names.


children acting as tour guides.











 





























 











SOCIAL STUDIES


People, Place and Environment


a puppet or toy visits school to take the learners on a walk in the local environment. This character will show the learners the characteristic features of the environment.


learners could record their findings and interesting observations using a variety of media e.g. camera, ipad, drawings etc.


discuss features of the landscape and how they relate to place names in the environment.


create own place names using features of the environment and common Gaelic/Scots elements.


compare the real names for these areas.


create own collaborative map using evidence collected.








RELATED EXPERIENCES AND OUTCOMES


SOC-0-07a, 0-01a and 1-14a LGL1-11a, LIT1-14a,








Possible evidence


Make - display of photographs from local area with children’s labels of features.





Write - children’s own maps of local area with keys.





Do - observations of children directing each other through floor maps using Gaelic and Scots directions. 





Say - open afternoon with children acting as tour guides to explain place names and features on their maps.





Skills for learning, life and work








Research, analyse and communicate the key features of the local environment.








Understand and remember directions in Gaelic and Scots.








Compare and contrast a variety of texts.





Understand, remember and communicate Gaelic and Scots geographical language in maps and place names.





Possible prior experiences


Most learners will have explored the local area.





Some learners will be aware of local place names.





Some learners will be able to identify local landmarks.





Learners may not know that place names have meanings.





Learners may not know that place names come from different languages.





Learners may not know Gaelic or Scots directions and place names.





Some learners may not know how to use maps.

















Possible learning opportunities in lead curricular area





Go for a walk in the local area, discussing the features we see. 


Learners will have the opportunity to record features using a variety of media and technology.


Explore the four compass points and up/down in Gaelic/ Scots. Play games and use Beebot.


Read a variety of texts e.g. Katie Morag, Winnie the Pooh and explore the maps in these books.


Create collaborative and personal maps of the local area.


 





Overview of learning in lead curriculum area





Learning opportunity A:  Go for a walk in the local area to record features using a variety of media.











Possible Starting Points


Walk in the local environment recording local features in a variety of ways (photos, film, drawing, found objects).


Use evidence to create a large collaborative map/picture of our walk.  Use sticky label photos, laminates etc.


As a group, think of meaningful names for characteristic features.





Learning


Learners will be able to


analyse the evidence they have collected from the local walk.


create their own place names using key features they have identified.


create their own map of the local area using the photos and evidence they have collected.


























Resources


Local area maps, IT resources


Skills


Research key features of the local environment.


 Analyse the key features of the local environment.


Communicate experiences and preferences.





Possible evidence


Large collaborative map, annotated photographs. 











Learning opportunity B: Learn simple directions in Scots and Gaelic.











Resources for Learning


http://www.scotsdictionaries.org.uk


Skills


Understand Gaelic and Scots terms


Remember Gaelic and Scots directions


Link these skills in a practical context


Possible evidence


Observations, annotated photographs, recordings of pupils giving directions in English, Gaelic and Scots.











Possible starting points


Explore the four Gaelic/Scots directions (North, South, East and West) and up, down. 


Play games (e.g. Simon Says).


Use the Beebot and the new vocabulary to give directional instructions.


Learning


Learners will understand and remember these Gaelic and Scots directions.


English�
Gaelic�
Scots�
�
up�
suas�
up�
�
down�
sios�
doon�
�
left�
cearr�
left�
�
right�
cearst�
richt�
�
east�
ear�
aist�
�
west�
siar�
wast�
�
north�
tuath�
nor�
�
south�
deas�
sooth�
�



Learners will discuss their local varieties of Scots words.
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