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Our focus:
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Why is developing a love of 

reading important?

‘Reading for pleasure is the single most 

important indicator of a child’s 

success.’ 
(Scottish Book Trust, 2023)
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https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/how-reading-for-pleasure-can-tackle-poverty#:~:text=What%20Scottish%20Book%20Trust%20is,improving%20employability%20and%20inspiring%20creativity.%E2%80%8B


Value and respond to 

interests of the child to 

develop meaningful 

engagement with reading
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Value and respond to 

interests of the child to 

develop meaningful 

engagement with reading

• Wide range of texts 

• Professional knowledge of texts

• How children like to read
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Wide range of texts

• Texts which reflect children’s intersecting 

identities and lived experiences

• Texts which are relevant to children’s interests
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How we can support (1)

Keeping your library up to date resource page

scottishbooktrust.com

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/uploads/store/mediaupload/6417/file/The%20big%20questions%20bookmarks.pdf
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/uploads/store/mediaupload/7933/file/Keeping%20your%20library%20up%20to%20date%20August%202023.pptx
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/keeping-your-library-up-to-date
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/uploads/store/mediaupload/7934/file/Keeping%20your%20library%20up%20to%20date%2007%20August%202023.pdf


How we can support (2)

• Article – Promoting BPOC representation and 

diversity in children’s books

• Article – Why representation of diverse ethnicities 

is important on your bookshelves

•Article – Why representation of neurodiverse and 

disabled characters is important on your 

bookshelves
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https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/promoting-bpoc-representation-and-diversity-in-childrens-books
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/promoting-bpoc-representation-and-diversity-in-childrens-books
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/why-representation-of-diverse-ethnicities-is-important-on-your-bookshelves
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/why-representation-of-diverse-ethnicities-is-important-on-your-bookshelves
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/why-representation-of-neurodiverse-and-disabled-characters-is-important-on-your-bookshelves#:~:text=When%20you%20read%20a%20book,ourselves%2C%20there%20are%20far%20less
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/why-representation-of-neurodiverse-and-disabled-characters-is-important-on-your-bookshelves#:~:text=When%20you%20read%20a%20book,ourselves%2C%20there%20are%20far%20less
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/why-representation-of-neurodiverse-and-disabled-characters-is-important-on-your-bookshelves#:~:text=When%20you%20read%20a%20book,ourselves%2C%20there%20are%20far%20less


Professional Knowledge of 

texts

‘Teachers have a professional, social and moral 

responsibility to keep up to date with contemporary 

children’s books and need a strong working 

knowledge of the ‘old and gold’ from yesteryear as 

well.’ 

(Cremin, 2021)
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How we can support (3)
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https://readymag.website/ScottishBookTrust/4596268/3/


What to read if they like… superheroes! 

P1-3
See Super Manny 

Stands Up! on Browns 

books

P1-4

See Lucia the 

Luchadora on 

Browns books

P2-5

See Cape on Browns 

books

scottishbooktrust.com

https://www.brownsbfs.co.uk/Product/DiPucchio-Kelly/Super-Manny-Stands-Up/9781481459600
https://www.brownsbfs.co.uk/Product/DiPucchio-Kelly/Super-Manny-Stands-Up/9781481459600
https://www.brownsbfs.co.uk/Product/DiPucchio-Kelly/Super-Manny-Stands-Up/9781481459600
https://www.brownsbfs.co.uk/Product/Garza-Cynthia-Leonor/Lucia-the-luchadora/9781576878279
https://www.brownsbfs.co.uk/Product/Garza-Cynthia-Leonor/Lucia-the-luchadora/9781576878279
https://d2kq0urxkarztv.cloudfront.net/612f3bc2733d52009ff2c2a6/4596268/image-d430bb37-46dd-4c23-b0af-eeb4cb279cd8.jpg?e=webp
https://d2kq0urxkarztv.cloudfront.net/612f3bc2733d52009ff2c2a6/4596268/image-d430bb37-46dd-4c23-b0af-eeb4cb279cd8.jpg?e=webp


Authors Live

Authors Live On Demand

scottishbooktrust.com

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/authors-live-on-demand/manjeet-mann


Bookbug Song and Rhyme 

Library

Bookbug Song and 

Rhyme Library

Bookbug app

scottishbooktrust.com

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/songs-and-rhymes
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/songs-and-rhymes
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/bookbug/bookbug-app


Professional Learning 

Sessions
• Book Discovery for Primary Schools – Non-Fiction –
Thursday 16th May, 16.30-17.30

• Book Discovery+

•Unit 1 – Global Citizenship – Wednesday 24th April, 16.00-
17.30

•Unit 2 – Sustainable Development Education –
Wednesday 1st May, 16.00-17.30

•Unit 3 – Outdoor Learning – Wednesday 8th May, 16.00-
17.30

•Webinar – Liz Pemberton: Why anti-racist practice is 
important in the early years

scottishbooktrust.com

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/846877091177?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://shop.scottishbooktrust.com/collections/book-discovery
https://shop.scottishbooktrust.com/products/unit-1-global-citizenship
https://shop.scottishbooktrust.com/products/unit-1-global-citizenship
https://shop.scottishbooktrust.com/products/unit-2-sustainable-development-education
https://shop.scottishbooktrust.com/products/unit-2-sustainable-development-education
https://shop.scottishbooktrust.com/products/unit-3-outdoor-learning
https://shop.scottishbooktrust.com/products/unit-3-outdoor-learning
https://shop.scottishbooktrust.com/collections/learning
https://shop.scottishbooktrust.com/collections/learning


How children like to read

• All reading is good reading – variety of modes

• Discovering why they want to read is important –

escapism, relax, for information.  Having texts 

available to support this.  

• Space they like to read in – covered later in this 

session

scottishbooktrust.com



How we can support (4)

scottishbooktrust.com

https://www.readingschools.scot/resources/quick-and-fun-activities-and-resources
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/all-reading-is-good-reading-audiobooks
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/all-reading-is-good-reading-comics-and-magazines


Work together with families to 

nurture a love of reading
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Work together with families to 

nurture a love of reading

• Book Gifting

• Bridging gap between settings and home literacy 

practices

scottishbooktrust.com



Book Gifting
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How we can support (5)

•Gifting webinars for Baby and Toddler bags and 

Explorer bag

•Gifting Webinar for Bookbug and P2, P3 RWC 

with the First Minister bags

•Read, Write, Count with the First Minister landing 

page

scottishbooktrust.com

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/gifting-the-bookbug-baby-and-toddler-bags
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/gifting-the-bookbug-explorer-bag
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/webinar-gifting-primary-1-3-bag
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/read-write-count
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/read-write-count


How we can support (6)
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How we can support (7)

• Engaging families and communities webinar

• Family learning and partnerships webinar

• Raising the profile of reading with families video 

short

•Community success story – how to involve 

families in your Reading Schools journey

•Landing page for families sharing books with 

children of all ages.

scottishbooktrust.com

https://www.readingschools.scot/resources/shared-practice-engaging-families-and-communities-recording
https://www.readingschools.scot/resources/webinar-family-learning-and-partnerships
https://www.readingschools.scot/resources/raising-the-profile-of-reading-with-families
https://www.readingschools.scot/resources/raising-the-profile-of-reading-with-families
https://www.readingschools.scot/articles/raising-the-profile-of-reading-with-families-at-maddiston-primary-school
https://www.readingschools.scot/articles/raising-the-profile-of-reading-with-families-at-maddiston-primary-school
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/parents-and-carers
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/parents-and-carers


Develop a love of reading 

through consideration of the 

interactions,  experiences and 

spaces on offer
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Develop a love of reading 

through…

• Interactions – sharing books together; modelling 
storytelling and reading aloud; exploring range of 
modes e.g. wordless texts

• Experiences – exploring stories through play; 
choosing texts that children will enjoy and connect 
with; promoting individual and group story time 
opportunities.  Tailor to context.

• Spaces – Notice when children are interacting 
with texts; develop spaces to explore texts; 
promote reading outdoors

scottishbooktrust.com



How we can support - Sharing 

books together

• How book sharing gives children 

a voice
scottishbooktrust.com

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/paired-reading-toolkit
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/uploads/store/mediaupload/1597/file/SBT-ReadingBuddies-Letter.pdf
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/storytelling-in-schools
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/how-book-sharing-helps-to-give-children-a-voice
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/how-book-sharing-helps-to-give-children-a-voice


How we can support – Range 

of modes 

How to access tactile 

and braille books for 

children

Sensory Storytelling 

project landing page

scottishbooktrust.com

https://www.readingschools.scot/resources/using-journey-for-a-cross-curricular-book-project
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/uploads/store/mediaupload/8190/file/Using%20wordless%20picture%20books%202023.pdf
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/supporting-children-with-english-as-an-additional-language
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-and-resources/how-to-access-tactile-and-braille-books-for-children#:~:text=Physical%20braille%20books%20are%20printed,helpline%20on%200303%20123%209999.
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-and-resources/how-to-access-tactile-and-braille-books-for-children#:~:text=Physical%20braille%20books%20are%20printed,helpline%20on%200303%20123%209999.
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-and-resources/how-to-access-tactile-and-braille-books-for-children#:~:text=Physical%20braille%20books%20are%20printed,helpline%20on%200303%20123%209999.
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/sensory-storytelling-landing
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/sensory-storytelling-landing


How we can support – Babies 

and younger children

Sensory books for 

children

CALL Scotland 

symbol resources
The Bookbug

app

scottishbooktrust.com

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/book-lists/sensory-books
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/book-lists/sensory-books
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/bookbug-explorer-bag-symbol-resources-2024
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/bookbug-explorer-bag-symbol-resources-2024
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/bookbug/bookbug-app
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/reading-and-stories/bookbug/bookbug-app


How we can support -

Exploring stories through 

play • Keep calm and play: 

how we can help our 

little ones during 

unsettling times

• Book Jenga

scottishbooktrust.com

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning-resources/picture-book-drama-activities
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/keep-calm-and-play
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/keep-calm-and-play
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/keep-calm-and-play
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/keep-calm-and-play
https://www.readingschools.scot/uploads/store/mediaupload/53/file/How%20to%20play%20book%20jenga_Reading%20Schools.pdf


How we can support –

Developing Spaces (1)

Landing page for 

reading environments

Creating a book corner 

in your early years 

setting

scottishbooktrust.com

https://www.readingschools.scot/resources/school-environment
https://www.readingschools.scot/resources/school-environment
https://www.readingschools.scot/resources/school-environment
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/creating-a-book-corner-in-your-early-years-setting
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/creating-a-book-corner-in-your-early-years-setting
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/articles/creating-a-book-corner-in-your-early-years-setting


How we can support –

Developing Spaces (2)

scottishbooktrust.com

https://www.readingschools.scot/uploads/cache/mediaupload/file/Reading%20Schools%20door%20sign.pdf
https://www.readingschools.scot/uploads/cache/mediaupload/file/Reading%20Schools%20shelf%20shouter.pdf
https://www.readingschools.scot/uploads/store/mediaupload/381/file/21027%20Reading%20Schools%20Best%20Review%20compressed.pdf


How we can support -

Reading Outdoors

Landing page –

Heading Outdoors
scottishbooktrust.com

https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/topics/heading-outdoors
https://www.scottishbooktrust.com/topics/heading-outdoors
https://www.readingschools.scot/resources/school-environment


What is Book Tasting?

A chance to spend time with a lot of books, talk 

them through with other people, and decide you 

might like to read.
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What are the benefits?

• Encounter new books

• Makes books exciting and fresh

• Creates social spaces to talk about books

• Develop sense of personal preferences and 

habits

scottishbooktrust.com



Book Tasting

Please make a note of –

• What books you would consider reading (take a 

photo!)

• What attracted you to them?

o Cover

o Blurb

o Reviews

o Author

scottishbooktrust.com



Book Tasting Feedback

• Any thoughts or feedback?

scottishbooktrust.com



Doc title goes here



Thank you

scottishbooktrust.com

Scottish Book Trust is a national charity changing lives through reading and writing. 

Registered company SC184248 | Scottish charity SC027669
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