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Aims of the workshop 

To provide an overview of how we have shaped a strategic, multi-
agency response within and across Glasgow schools to meet the 

needs of children and young people experiencing Emotionally Based 
School Avoidance. 



Setting Expectations and Outcomes
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Early Intervention and Whole Establishment Approaches



Intended impact and outcomes

• Staff across education, health and social work will feel more 
confident in their understanding of non-attendance / 
disengagement from education that is related to mental health / 
emotional issues.

• Staff across education, health and social work will feel more 
confident in supporting families and young people with mental 
health concerns who are not attending school.

• There will be an improvement in the number of positive outcomes 
for young people who have not been attending school.



Next Steps

• Ongoing research to gather children/ young people's voices in 
relation to 'What Works’.

• Consultation with CYP about what to call 'EBSA’. 

• Data collection and Multi-agency Support and Development 
Group to be disseminated across the city from August 2022.

• Third sector supports – exploratory work being 
undertaken between agencies to support understanding of 
EBSA.

• Parent/carer views and skilling them up in their understanding –
parental engagement.
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Thank you for listening! Any questions?



Helpful references and contact details

Gregory, I.R. & Purcell, A. (2014). Extended school non-attenders’ views: developing best 
practice, Educational Psychology in Practice, 30(1), 37-50. DOI: 10.1080/02667363.2013.869489

Nuttall, C. & Woods, K. (2013). Effective intervention for school refusal behavior, Educational Psychology in 
Practice, 29(4), 347-366. DOI: 10.1080/02667363.2013.846848 

Contact:

Alison Woods (Educational Psychologist, Glasgow Psychological Service North East Area)
Email: alison.woods@education.glasgow.gov.uk

Larissa Cunningham (Educational Psychologist, Glasgow Psychological Service South Area)
Email: larissa.cunningham@education.glasgow.gov.uk

Maggie Banks (Educational Psychologist, Glasgow Psychological Service North East Area)
Email: Maggie.Banks@glasgow.gov.uk

https://doi.org/10.1080/02667363.2013.869489
mailto:alison.woods@education.glasgow.gov.uk
mailto:larissa.cunningham@education.glasgow.gov.uk
mailto:Maggie.Banks@glasgow.gov.uk

	Emotionally Based School Avoidance – A Context Specific Response to Schools and Support Agencies
	Aims of the workshop 
	 Setting Expectations and Outcomes
	Slide Number 4
	EBSA – ‘From Poverty to Flourishing’
	Slide Number 6
	A strategic, multi-agency response to EBSA in Glasgow
	Slide Number 8
	A strategic, multi-agency response to EBSA in Glasgow
	Early Intervention and Whole Establishment Approaches
	Intended impact and outcomes  
	Next Steps  
	Slide Number 13
	Thank you for listening! Any questions? 
	Helpful references and contact details 

