How staff involve parents in their children’s learning
HEADTEACHER: At Ladybird we’ve involved parents in developing children’s literacy skills in many ways. First of all children and parents are involved in developing children’s ‘personal learning journeys’. ‘Personal learning journeys’ are where staff make observations and post photographs in the child’s ‘personal learning journey’. This is then shared with parents three times a year and parents work with staff to actually help set the next targets for children in their learning. 

 HEADTEACHER: We also encourage parents to come into the playroom and see what the children are doing. This year we’re trialling focussed ‘stay and play’ sessions and we’ve recently just had a ‘stay and play’ session where there was a particular focus on literacy. Parents were able to try the different activities on offer for the children as well as sharing in the storytelling sessions that were happening in the room that day. 

PARENT: The nursery has helped me to support my son’s learning at home by having me involved, having me involved as a parent. When we have parent chats I’m very much involved in what his next steps are on the PLP. They have a group called the PEEP Group where I can come with my son and it’s really special one-to-one time that you get to have with your child. 

EARLY YEARS OFFICER: We’ve not heard this story before… 

EARLY YEARS OFFICER: This morning I did a PEEP Group which stands for Parents Early Education Partnership, and basically this morning we just did a short story about a shopping basket, and then with help from their parents the children were able to then write their own shopping list. A lot of parents have said their children are more focussed on their learning, you know, things that we’ve done in a PEEP Group they’re taking home and they’re wanting to do it at home as well, so... 

EARLY YEARS OFFICER: Parents are seeing a big difference within home life and what they’re doing in nursery as well. 

HEADTEACHER: Last session we established a community lending library for our centre where children go with their key worker to the book trolley every week and choose a book and take it home. The feedback from parents has been extremely positive about that, and the children like to see their book diary list growing with the titles of the books that they’ve chosen. One of the main developments in literacy that we have is the development of an ‘Online Storytime’. HEADTEACHER: Each week we have a focus story of the week. This week the story is The Blue Coat. The children are using that story in nursery with their key workers, but this story is also available as one of our online stories. We promote weekly story through the use of flyers and posters where we also have QR codes and parents can use the QR code to be directed straight to the website where they’ll find the story. 

PARENT: We go onto the computer and we have a look at the story and then he listens to it and then if it’s a song, sometimes there’s songs on it as well and we’ll sing the songs. Because he’s bringing a book home every week as well, I’m doing a lot of reading with him at home. So he’s coming on fantastic and he’s wanting to actually write things now. He can write his name. Everything is marked and labelled in the nursery as well so he’s seeing words everywhere.

HEADTEACHER: By encouraging parents to become involved in their children’s learning, we now see a much greater uptake of parents attending ‘stay and play’ days or any open days that we have. By providing parents with information not only on their children’s progress but also on ideas on how to support their learning, parents give us feedback that they feel much more confident in understanding the value that nursery plays on their children’s development.
