Transcript: Discussion question 4: In what ways might RE help you now and later in life?

Female:    I feel that in RE you not only get to think about the person that you are but the person that you aspire to be, and how you can change your personal values and the kind of way you should live your life. I think in RE you get to think and learn about a lot of different morals and how to be a good person. That helps you develop the kind of person you want to be later in life.

Male:    Well, it's helping now, because it's given me more understanding of the Bible and the works of Jesus and how I can live a more religious life. I think when I grow up and have a family, it means that my children will learn things from me and always be going to Mass and things. It'll certainly give them a good example.

Male:    I think I've got a bit more into my religion now. It's probably helped me in that respect. I also think it's probably in late life helped me become a better Catholic, not only through prayer but through like giving to charities and all round being a better person.

Male:    Overall I think it helps me become a better Catholic by helping people who are less fortunate than myself and who haven't been lucky in life as I have or have the privileges. I also think it makes me just a better person overall.

Male:    Well, because we've been teaching it in school and we've been getting to know our own faith, it helps us to be more respectful of other faiths and that would help us later on in life with meeting different people and getting to know what their faith is all about.

Male:    I think it'll help us, because it allows us to have a spiritual life and make a connection with God through prayers and deepen our faith and allows us to grow those faith values through the Catholic school, through prayers and through faith through Caritas and other activities that we do within the Catholic school which help us to engage in our faith.

Female:    It helped me just to understand that everyone has their own opinions and can believe in different faiths and religions and just take that into account.

Male:    I believe that the most important thing you get out of RE is a strong sense of morals which can help you all throughout your life, especially in later life if you're hoping to have children and you're struggling with it. It can come and help you if you're trying to decide whether to go down the IVF route. It's always something you see in the news and people don't know how to deal with it. I believe that RE can really help you with this future […].

Male:    Throughout my years in RE, I've been taught how to make the best moral decision, because realistically life is like a moral decision. You can make the right decision or the wrong decision. But through RE, I've been taught how to make the right decision. Also through RE, I've been taught to look at life from a utilitarianist view, so consequentialist really, so I always have to try and make the right decision that's going to benefit the greatest amount of people and create the greatest amount of good as well.

Through RE, I've found out all about stewardship and how I'm a steward of Earth. God gave us the responsibility to look after His Earth, all His creations. We were the pinnacle of creation, so we were the ones that He spent the most time on. So realistically if we can't look after Earth, nobody can. So through RE, I've figured out that I need to look at being a steward more seriously throughout my life.

Female:    It will also give me the confidence, when I have children, to bring them up to believe in their faith just as strongly as I do and take them to church every Sunday and make sure that they feel as confident as I do to explore their faith and let other people know that they're proud to proclaim their faith.

Female:    I've always enjoyed RE, but I feel like it all came together as one when I travelled to India back in June and I saw the wide variety of different disabilities in the schools that I was in. Just as well as the mass of the poverty that was there, the people in India don't have what we have in this country, so I felt privileged. But RE helped me in the sense that I remembered of the respect of a human person and I feel like I want to develop in the future to help more people. I feel like RE has helped me and on my trip to India realised that some people haven't taken on the responsibility of stewardship, of being stewards of God's creation. 

 Later on in life, I hope to become a nurse, so I feel like RE helps me understand the different religions and morals that people have in order for me to work with the public in different difficult situations.
