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Key contextual information 
The setting is located in a renovated church.  This was previously a soft play centre and retains 
some features including ramps which allow older children to move with ease across different levels 
in the building.  
 
Separate playrooms are available for babies, toddlers and young children. 
 
There is limited scope for outdoor learning with two small outdoor areas.   
 
The service is in partnership with Renfrewshire Council.  A local authority teacher visits the setting 
most weeks and facilitates the setting’s inclusion in professional learning and cluster work.   
 
At the time of inspection there were 32 babies, 38 children aged 2-3 years, and 56 children aged 
3-5 years.  
 

1.3 Leadership of change good 

This indicator focuses on working together at all levels to develop a shared vision for change and 
improvement which reflects the context of the setting within its community.  Planning for 
continuous improvement change should be evidence-based and clearly linked to strong 
self-evaluation.  Senior leaders should ensure that the pace of change is well judged and 
appropriate to have a positive impact on outcomes for children.  The themes are: 
 

n developing a shared vision, values and aims relevant to the setting and its community 

n strategic planning for continuous improvement 

n implementing improvement and change 

 

n Positive values reflecting the principle of Getting it right for every child underpin all aspects of 
the life and work of the setting.  Parents value the positive and caring ethos created by the 
manager and practitioners.  Parents and partners we spoke to in the course of inspection told 
us how this is making a real difference to children and families.  Leaders have identified the 
need to refresh and renew the setting’s vision and aims based on current research, practice 
and high aspirations for all children.  This will ensure a clear focus for the management of the 
next stage of their improvement journey and enable practitioners to build on the established 
strengths of the setting.  
 

n Teamwork is strong.  Practitioners support each other very well.  They demonstrate creativity 
and imagination in their approaches to improving aspects of their work.  Continuing 
professional learning and effective partnerships, including work with the local authority early 
years teacher and learning cluster are used to inform and support developments.  We were 
able to see how practitioner leadership is enriching and extending the range and quality of 
experiences for children and families.  
 

n The manager and practitioner team are reflective and committed to continuous improvement.  
They are becoming more familiar with the national self-evaluation framework How good is our 
early learning and childcare?  They have used the quality indicators and challenge questions to 
identify some strengths and areas for improvement in their practice.  The framework has also 
been used to structure some useful monitoring of aspects of practice.  Practitioners now need 
to be supported to develop their use of the framework and national practice guidance to plan 
and to evaluate the impact of their work more rigorously.  
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n Improvement planning takes account of national and local priorities and reflects the 
development needs of the setting.  The manager now needs to make more robust and effective 
use of self-evaluation and monitoring to measure the impact of change and to manage and 
coordinate the range of improvement initiatives.  
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2.3 Learning, teaching and assessment good 

This indicator focuses on ensuring high quality learning experience for young children.  It 
highlights the importance of a very good understanding of child development and early learning 
pedagogy.  Effective use is made of observation to inform future learning and identify the progress 
made.  Children are involved in planning for their own learning.  Together these ensure children’s 
successes and achievements are maximised.  The themes are: 
 

n learning and engagement 

n quality of interactions 

n effective use of assessment 

n planning, tracking and monitoring  

 

n Practitioners working with babies and toddlers are caring, supportive and kind in their 
interactions.  Babies and toddlers enjoy stories and songs.  Increasing use of natural and 
open-ended resources encourage children to develop their curiosity and inquiry skills well.  
Practitioners take good account of children’s individual needs when planning their care.  As a 
result, babies and toddlers are happy and settled in the nursery. 
 

n Children aged 3-5 years are making good progress in their learning.  They have good 
friendships, show respect for each other and share their play well.  Children feel at home and 
children who are new to the setting are made to feel welcomed and included.  
 

n Practitioners have high expectations of children as they move through the setting.  Younger 
children are encouraged to be as independent as possible.  Children aged 3-5 years 
confidently take on a wide range of responsible jobs which they carry out very well.  This is 
enriching the life of the setting and adding to children’s sense of themselves as a community of 
successful learners.  As discussed, there is scope for practitioners to make more use of 
Building the Ambition guidance to further develop their shared understanding of early learning 
pedagogy.  
 

n Most children know how to access materials and are confident when making choices.  They 
are well supported to develop their individual interests in the course of their play.  
Conversations with practitioners support children’s creativity and imagination and encourages 
them to develop their ideas more fully.  As a result, children are motivated and able to lead 
aspects of their learning.  
 

n Practitioners use a range of approaches to assess children’s learning.  Learning stories are 
used to capture aspects of children’s learning and identify possible next steps.  Practitioners 
are continuing to develop effective approaches to involve children in planning and reflecting on 
their learning.  We observed children keen to talk about their experiences and beginning to 
develop appropriate vocabulary to describe aspects of their learning.  They should be 
encouraged and supported to develop this further. 
 

n We have asked practitioners to continue to improve their use of observation and to work 
together to review and streamline planning and assessment.  In doing this they should focus on 
ensuring that profiling captures significant learning for each child.  This will enable children and 
practitioners to more easily identify and build on children’s progress across the key aspects of 
early learning.  They should also consider how they can involve parents more fully in planning 
learning and recognising children’s achievements.   
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n The setting is continuing to develop approaches to tracking learning.  The manager should now 
further develop arrangements to enable practitioners to regularly take stock of each child’s 
learning.  This will enable practitioners to support all children to make the best possible 
progress in their learning.  It will also be an important resource for managers and practitioners 
in evaluating and developing the curriculum.  
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2.2 Curriculum: Learning and development pathways 

 

n Across the setting, children’s health and wellbeing is a priority.  Practitioners provide a good 

range of experiences to support children’s development in this area.  

 

n The curriculum framework is based on play and offers babies, toddlers and young children 
good opportunities for learning indoors.  Practitioners should now further develop opportunities 
for children to learn outdoors throughout the year.  
 

n Practitioners working with children aged under three years of age make appropriate use of 
national guidance Pre Birth to Three.  Practitioners working with children aged from 3-5 years 
of age use the experiences and outcomes of Curriculum for Excellence to plan a range of 
learning across the curriculum.  They have begun to use the principles of curriculum design in 
planning learning.  A clear curriculum rationale should now be developed to reflect the setting 
in its community and expectations for children’s learning and achievements.  This should take 
full account of the design principles and the four contexts of Curriculum for Excellence to 
ensure progression and depth in learning for all children.  
 

n Practitioners make effective use of the local community and visitors to enrich learning and 
extend children’s awareness of the world around them.  They should continue to develop 
curriculum pathways to enable children to become more aware of links between the skills they 
are developing in the setting and the types of employment and work in the local community. 
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2.7 Partnerships : Impact on children and families – parental engagement 

 

n Relationships between practitioners and families are very positive.  There is good 
communication and a strong sense of working together to support children to settle well and 
make progress.  Children’s experiences are shared with parents through informal and formal 
discussions.  This includes verbal feedback on a daily basis, parents meetings and transition 
meetings into, within and out of the setting.  Parents confirmed they felt well-informed and were 
kept up to date with their child’s learning and pastoral needs. 
 

n The setting encourages parental involvement.  Parents are invited to stay and play sessions.  
They are kept informed of what their children are experiencing in the setting through learning 
journey folders and regular opportunities to share learning with their children at home.  Home 
links are an identified setting priority and are well established in the setting.  Feedback and 
participation rates evidence the high levels of engagement with home link resources provided.  
Useful home links include talking tubs, Eco Ted, Travelling Bear and a newly introduced rights 
of the child diary.  Practitioners are keen to increase parental involvement to support children’s 
learning as appropriate. 
 

n Parents and extended family are supportive of the nursery and make themselves available to 
take part in events such as fundraising evenings, outings and litter picks to support the Eco 
Schools programme. 
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2.1 Safeguarding 

 

n The setting submitted self-evaluation information related to child protection and safeguarding.  
Inspectors discussed this information with relevant staff and, where appropriate, children.  In 
addition, inspectors examined a sample of safeguarding documentation.  At the time of the 
inspection, there were no identified areas for development. 
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3.1 Ensuring wellbeing, equality and inclusion very good 

This indicator reflects on the setting’s approach to children’s wellbeing which underpins their ability 
to achieve success.  It highlights the need for policies and practices to be well grounded in current 
legislation and a shared understanding of the value of each individual.  A clear focus on wellbeing 
entitlements and protected characteristics supports all children to be the best they can be and 
celebrates their successes and achievements.  The themes are: 
 

n wellbeing 

n fulfilment of statutory duties 

n inclusion and equality 

 

n Relationships between children and practitioners are strong and caring.  As a result children 
feel secure and happy within the setting.  
 

n Practitioners are welcoming and supportive of parents and take time to listen to any concerns 
or updates about their children’s wellbeing.  The building of caring, respectful and supportive 
relationships with families results in a sense of community and a partnership approach.  
 

n Practitioners have a shared understanding of the wellbeing indicators and ensure children are 
supported to feel safe, healthy, active, nurtured, respected, responsible and included.  The 
wellbeing indicators are evident in planned learning and practitioners strive to include them in 
all aspects of the learning provision.  As planned, practitioners should continue to progress 
work with children and families to help them to further develop their understanding of the rights 
of the child.  A positive next step will be to blend this focus with the wellbeing indicators and 
how it relates to real life experiences.  
 

n Practitioners promote positive behaviour in the setting and provide good role models for 
children at all stages.  Children are caring and kind to each other in the playrooms.  They share 
resources well and help each other in their learning.  Almost all children show consideration for 
each other in their play in a developmentally appropriate way.  Older children support younger 
children very well when they are at points of transition through the well-established buddy 
system.  
 

n Practitioners listen carefully to children and help them to have a voice in the setting.  Children 
show high levels of independence in their learning environment.  Practitioners consult with 
children about many aspects of the provision and use their opinions to make changes.  Early 
leadership skills are supported very well through various roles including monitors for different 
important tasks every day.  Children are involved in making a difference in the setting through 
participation in groups such as the Eco committee, the garden committee and the lending 
library group.  The setting has recently achieved its first Eco Schools for Scotland green flag.  
A variety of experiences very effectively promote pupil voice and help children to develop as 
confident individuals and responsible citizens.  Children enjoy these experiences and 
participate enthusiastically.  
 

n Practitioners are very reflective about their practice and are keen to continue to improve 
outcomes for children and families.  They feel valued and supported in their work.  The 
manager is aware and proud of the commitment the team have to improve outcomes for 
learners.  Practitioners keep up to date with important developments in early learning and 
childcare and access appropriate training in order to help them fulfil their statutory duties.  In 
consultation with parents they plan for the specific needs of each child and regular reviews 
ensure that they take account of any developments in a child’s life.  
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n Practitioners celebrate and value children as individuals.  They have a very good grasp of the 
individual circumstances of children and use this knowledge to understand factors which may 
present barriers to learning.  They use this information to provide targeted interventions and 
where required, links with external agencies are established.  Practitioners are very aware of 
their responsibility to promote inclusion and equality throughout their work with children and 
families. 
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3.2 Securing children’s progress good 

This indicator relates to the development and learning of babies, toddlers and young children.  It 
requires clear understanding of early learning and development and pedagogy.  It reflects the 
integrated way young children learn and the importance of experiences and development 
happening on an individual basis within a supportive, nurturing and stimulating environment.  High 
quality early learning and childcare contributes significantly to enhancing children’s progress and 
achievement as they grow and learn.  It can benefit all children by closing the attainment gap and 
ensuring equity for all.  It is about the holistic nature of development and learning ensuring these 
foundations are secure in order to achieve future attainment success.  The themes are: 
 

n progress in communication, early language, mathematics, and health and wellbeing 

n children’s progress over time 

n overall quality of children’s achievement 

n ensuring equity for all children 

 

n Children aged under three years enjoy stories, songs and rhymes.  Babies engage well with 
books with familiar adults.  Toddlers choose books independently and enjoy listening to stories 
in a small group.  They are developing appropriate language skills and some older children are 
able to use longer sentences and good vocabulary.  Practitioners model language and support 
children to develop an understanding of early mathematical concepts through play.  Children 
access an outside space with opportunities to explore materials, balance and run.  Toddlers 
are developing independence through hand washing and tidying up.  Further developing 
independence at meal times would be a positive next step.  
 

n Children aged 3-5 years are making good progress in their learning.  In early language, 
children are confident in conversation and most are able to explain their ideas to adults and 
other children.  Children are developing their understanding of the sounds and patterns of 
spoken language through games, songs and rhymes.  They enjoy sharing stories in a range of 
contexts, including library and Book Bug sessions.  Most children are becoming attentive 
listeners.  Some children are able to talk about favourite books and give reasons for their 
choice.  Children are learning about written language.  They make labels for the nursery and a 
few children are able to write their own name with more confidence.  Practitioners should 
continue to develop writing and reading contexts within play and should seek out opportunities 
for children to extend and apply their early literacy skills in real-life contexts. 
 

n Children are developing their early mathematical skills well through adult-supported 
experiences and play.  On walks in the local community some children are interested in 
spotting numbers.  Almost all children aged four years can count in sequence to ten and some 
can count well beyond this.  A few children are successfully combining numbers to ten.  
Children are developing their understanding of measure through play.  They use some 
mathematical language when describing how long or tall objects are and a few children are 
beginning to explain their mathematical thinking.  Practitioners should now consider ways to 
extend children’s mathematical learning in problem solving experiences and conversations.  
They should consider how they can provide more challenge in aspects other than number and 
counting.   
 

n In health and wellbeing children are progressing well.  They enjoy supportive relationships with 
each other.  Children take responsibility for organising snack and managing the lending library.  
The buddy system enables the older children to develop their empathy skills well.  Some 
children are able to talk about keeping safe when crossing roads.  They are learning to 
manage risk through play and have been involved in thinking about keeping safe in the outdoor 
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spaces they use.  There is scope to further involve children in assessing risk and supporting 
them to develop ways to record their ideas about keeping safe in different contexts.  
 

n Practitioners make good use of the local community spaces to develop children’s 
understanding of the natural world and their awareness of the world of work.  Children are 
beginning to develop their understanding of science and technology.  Practitioners should 
continue to support children’s creativity, curiosity and inquiry by continuing to create more 
imaginative contexts for exploration indoors and out. 
 

n Practitioners know their families and communities well.  They recognise children’s wider 
achievements and share these with children and parents.  Practitioners should now consider 
how feedback might support children to set targets for themselves and to better understand 
their own achievements. 
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Setting choice of QI: 2.6 Transitions 

n Quality of support for children and their families. 

n Collaborative planning and delivery. 

n Continuity and progression in learning 

 

 

n Practitioners create positive relationships with families.  They are able to respond to individual 
children in an appropriate way to meet their needs.  Practitioners take time to have regular 
contact with parents on a daily basis through verbal discussions and a daily diary sheet for 
babies and under three year olds.  Parents appreciate this information and report that it helps 
them to know their child is secure in the setting.  
 

n A range of individualised and flexible approaches support effective transition arrangements.  
Transitions are handled sensitively and are a largely positive experience for children and 
families.  There is robust and effective documentation used to pass on information regarding 
children’s learning.  The transition record developed with the children and families throughout 
the transition process is an extremely useful aid to ensure effective transition.  A number of 
children have recently joined the setting from a sister establishment.  They had planned 
transition visits and appropriate paper work to share essential information.  This has resulted in 
almost all settling in to their new setting quickly and with minimal disruption to their learning.  
As planned, the setting is exploring the potential benefits of home visits to support transition 
arrangements further. 
 

n A range of planned events and activities are coordinated by the early years teacher to support 
children who are moving on to primary school.  The children use the school facilities, visit 
classrooms and the school playground to allow children to become familiar with the 
environment.  Information on prior learning is shared with P1 teachers who also visit the 
setting.  Split placement pupils have their transfer of information paper work completed jointly 
by both settings. 
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Practice worth sharing more widely 
 

n Children’s ownership of the lending library: A children’s library committee manages the lending 
library.  Books are organised by children into fiction/non-fiction.  Children manage the weekly 
lending library in the setting with minimal adult support.  They check book returns and use tally 
marks to establish when children have earned an award.  Children are individually invited to 
talk about the book they are returning and to borrow a new book.  Children who have earned 
an award receive a medal and have their photograph taken by a member of the committee.  
The library is open every day.  There is a very relaxed and convivial atmosphere about the 
proceedings with a great deal of confidence shown by the children involved.   
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Explanation of terms of quality 
 
The following standard Education Scotland terms of quality are used in this report: 
 

All 100% 

Almost all 91%-99% 

Most 75%-90% 

Majority 50%-74% 

Minority/less than half 15%-49% 

A few less than 15% 

 
Other quantitative terms used in this report are to be understood as in common English usage.  
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