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Kate Caskie, Victim Support Scotland:  Anybody can become a victim of crime, but statistically some groups are more at risk. Young people are more at risk of being victims of crime. So too are ethnic minorities, who are often the victim of racially motivated crime. The gay and lesbian community who are often the victim of homophobic crime, and disabled people who are vulnerable and they’re vulnerable to exploitation, to people who would take advantage of them, or who would seek to take advantage of them.

So anybody who’s vulnerable is perhaps at risk of crime in that way. But crime can happen to anybody. Nobody is ever a hundred per cent safe. It’s just important to remember that crime is going down and not let the fear of crime disable you as an individual or to disable us or to hold us back as a society, that’s very important too.

So, it’s about getting the balance, understanding that some people are more at risk, but everybody could be at risk, but getting on with our lives.

Now, interestingly the single biggest thing that predicts your likelihood of being a victim of crime is having already been a victim of crime and that’s quite interesting, because crime centres in particular neighbourhoods, particular communities, particular cultures, so if you’ve been a victim of crime once your chances of becoming a victim of crime again do become higher.
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