
A partnership event for leaders, practitioners and learners at all levels and in all contexts
from Scotland’s Creative Learning Plan Partners and the National Creative Learning Network

Creativity is one of our most essential skills – Scotland’s Creative Learning Plan

Creativity in Leadership and Learning

IDL: Ambitious learning for an 
increasingly complex world

How can we all use our creativity to 
improve young people’s futures?

#creativechange



‘The ability to be in the present 
moment is a major component of 
mental wellness’

– Abraham Maslow

*Please mute

Please use raise hand function to 
speak at any point.

We understand that not everyone is 
comfortable speaking out, but 
please make use of the chat 
function to participate in the 
session.

A safe space to look again at IDL and 
share your experience.

We learn from each other.
Thank you for investing your time.

Elizabeth McGuire
elizabeth.mcguire@educationscotland.gov.scot

Andy Brown
andrew.brown@educationscotland.gov.scot

Curriculum Innovation team @ ES



Session Aims







https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learnin
g-resources/resources-to-support-the-refreshed-
curriculum-for-excellence-narrative/

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/resources-to-support-the-refreshed-curriculum-for-excellence-narrative/




So, what is the point?
www.scotlandfutureforum.org

www.oecd.org/education/2030-project/teaching-and-learning

http://www.scotlandfutureforum.org/
http://www.oecd.org/education/2030-project/teaching-and-learning




In interactive sessions, we use a fast idea 
generator like the Scattergories-type activity 
below.



Relevance
Learning in a real life context with emphasis on learner 
thinking

Planning together
Planning learning is iterative and takes time, but 
impact is far reaching

Deep learning, deep thinking
Not done after all the ‘serious work’ of knowledge and skills

Learner Agency
Shared goals are better than dictated goals

https://education.gov.scot/media/pv0fvaxw/curriculum-idl-
thought-paper.pdf

In an interactive session, we 
use a lotus blossom-type 
activity to generate ideas 
around one of these themes

Learner 
Agency

https://education.gov.scot/media/pv0fvaxw/curriculum-idl-thought-paper.pdf




How colleagues are using this 
grid:

1. Taking out the ticks and 
collaborating around 
which you believe apply to 
IDL/MDL/both

2. Evaluating existing projects 
and considering which 
elements could be 
enhanced

3. As a ‘loose’ planning tool



Early Learning & Childcare

https://education.gov.scot/
improvement/learning-
resources/realising-the-
ambition/

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/realising-the-ambition/






Primary BGE



Summer Term
Three Expeditions

April May June

What can we grow? What can the wind 
power?

What can our bodies 
do?





Secondary BGE



ASN



Senior Phase

Learner Pathways

School radio station
Literacy (scripts)
Drama (presenting)
Music Tech (recording)
Etc, etc, etc



E-learning

http://www.e-sgoil.com

http://www.e-sgoil.com/


What now?

andrew.brown@educationscotland.gov.scot
elizabeth.mcguire@educationscotland.gov.scot

Is this an area you’re 
currently looking at?

Would it help to be 
part of a network to 
share?

Would it be useful to 
have more inputs 
regionally/locally?

Tell us what you 
need.

Following the SCQF partnership event, we are also embarking on a 
project to look at what skills progression looks like for learners 3-18 –
join us?

mailto:Andrew.brown@educationscotland.gov.scot
mailto:elizabeth.mcguire@educationscotland.gov.scot


• Can robots be creative?

• What makes a hero heroic​

• How do ships stay afloat?

• Why are stars small?

• Why is the sky blue?

• ​Why does rain fall?

• What does the moon have a face?

• ​Can we live in a world without rules?

• ​How does the snow get on top of Arran?

• What does wet mean?

• ​Can hair be art?

• What is the moon made from?

• How can we raise awareness of what Fair Trade is and raise fund for it?

• How do my legs work?

• How can silence be music?

• How do robots know what questions to ask? 

• ​Where do babies come from?

• ​Where do the clouds go?

• Do we need the arts?

• What gives you your identity?

• How big is space?​

• Why is my heart inside my body but my ears outside my body?

• How do text messages 'travel'?

• Why are some people 'rich' and some people 'poor'?

• Where does water come from? 

• What makes me, me?

• Why does the tide go in and out?

• Why can't the seasons be the same amount of time per season?

• Why is the time in Australia different to ours?

• Why is the world unfair for some people?

• How do we think?

• Why can't penguins fly?

• what is art?

• What lessons can we learn from history?

• What makes us smile? 

• Why do tears taste salty?

• Why does it get dark at different times of the day across the world?

• Where did the mountains come from?

• what is essential?

• Where did colour come from?

• What really matters? 

• What is the future role of technology in Scotland?

• What is a soul?

• What would the world be like if we all looked the same?

• Why is water wet?

• what does your soul look like?



2021-22 contexts

• Tourism
• Cop 26
• Independence
• Healthy Minds and Bodies
• Uncr
• diversity
• ​Water pollution
• ​Children's Rights
• ​meta 4 skills
• ​Global warming
• ​Power of science
• ​British Petroleum

• ​Relationships - getting 'close' again
• ​How have the Jacobites contributed to the 

tourism economy?
• DYW
• ​Scientific services
• ​equality
• Mental health and well-being
• ​European Championship Football 

Tournament - Scotland's first for many 
years!

• sustainability
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