Commentary

Pupil 3 responds first to pupil 2’s suggestion. Later in the discussion, pupils 4 and 1 build on pupil 3’s reasons for selecting soldier as the top occupation.

There is some attempt at exploring the reasons behind their choices, referring to their own personal experience with healthcare professionals or to what they have seen on the news regarding law enforcement. This would contribute to a more clearly argued or evidenced piece of writing.

All contributions are valued by the group who use encouraging statements throughout. The group also evaluate their performance towards the end, identifying their next steps as a group and as individuals.

Specific group discussion skills

Locate the following sections of the video to view specific group discussion skills in action.

	Skill
	Time of video

	Responding 

Building on contributions 
	01:37 

02:06 


Other possible first level discussion tasks

· Life and ethos of the school – Debate whether we should have school uniform.

· Life and ethos of the school – Health committee – Debate whether we should sell sweets in the tuck shop.

· Social Studies – Discuss which is the best climate to live in, for example dry and warm or cold and damp. Give reasons for your ideas.

