Consultation proposal by The City of Edinburgh Council 

Report by Education Scotland, addressing educational aspects of the proposal to discontinue educational provision at Westfield Court Nursery School
Introduction

1.1      The City of Edinburgh Council proposes to:

· discontinue educational provision at Westfield Court Nursery School;

· continue the placement of the remaining children who transferred to Tynecastle and Calderglen Nursery Schools, following the temporary closure of Westfield Court Nursery School, for session 2011/2012;

· continue the provision at Tynecastle and Calderglen Nursery Schools to meet local demand; and

· reserve four places at Calderglen Nursery School for children with identified additional support needs.  

1.2      The report from Education Scotland is required under the terms of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  It has been prepared by HM Inspectors in accordance with the terms of the Act.  

1.3      HM Inspectors undertook the following activities in considering the educational aspects of the proposal:

· attendance at the public meeting held on 14 September 2011 in connection with the council’s proposals;

· consideration of all relevant documentation provided by the council in relation to the proposal, specifically the educational benefits statement and related consultation documents, written and oral submissions from parents and others and;

· visits to the sites of Tynecastle, Calderglen and Westfield Court Nursery Schools, including discussion with relevant consultees.

1.4      HM Inspectors considered:

· responses from parents and other stakeholders;

· the likely effects of the proposal for children currently attending the nursery schools; any other users; children likely to become pupils within two years of the date of publication of the proposal paper; and other children and young people in the council area;

· any other likely effects of the proposal;

· how the council intends to minimise or avoid any adverse effects that may arise from the proposal; and

· benefits which the council believes will result from implementation of the proposal, and the council’s reasons for coming to these beliefs.

2. Consultation process
2.1 The City of Edinburgh Council undertook the initial consultation on its proposals with reference to the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  

2.2 The public meeting provided an appropriate forum for the expression of views. The council had identified a number of benefits arising from its proposal.  These included children attending a suitable building in terms of health and safety regulations and enhanced provision for outdoor learning.
2.3 Local residents of Westfield Court and community council members expressed concern at the public meeting as to health and safety matters, the future use of the building, the on-going maintenance and whether the nursery would be needed in future years taking account of regeneration.
2.4       No written submissions were received about the proposal.

2.5       Parents whose children previously attended Westfield Court Nursery School were very positive about the proposal.  In particular they highlighted the improved access to outdoor play and children being able to access this at a time of their choosing. 

2.6      Parents of children with identified additional support needs, who had reserved places at Calderglen Nursery School, were pleased at the provision offered to their children. 

2.7      A few, former Westfield Court Nursery School staff expressed some concern as to where they would be working should the proposal go ahead. 

2.8      Staff at Calderglen Nursery School wished clarification whether the nursery is a mainstream or specialist provision, the number of reserved places there would be for children with identified additional support needs and whether therapy rooms, which existed in Westfield Court Nursery School, would be established at Calderglen Nursery School.

3.
Educational aspects of the proposal

3.1      The current Westfield Court Nursery School building is situated on the top floor of a seven storey block of flats.  Recent health and safety reports recommended closure due to its inappropriate location and significant health and safety risks should staff have to evacuate the building.  The outdoor, roof-top play area is small, caged in and does not provide appropriate space for children’s outdoor play and learning.  The council has used guidance from the Scottish Government to classify Westfield Court Nursery School’s condition as good and suitability as poor. The two receiving nursery schools are Tynecastle and Calderglen which are both single storey, ground floor buildings.  Tynecastle Nursery School is classified as good for both condition and suitability.  Calderglen Nursery School is classified as very good for suitability and good for condition.  In addition, both nursery schools provide large, safe and enclosed outdoor play and learning areas.  There is sufficient capacity at both receiving nursery schools to accommodate all children likely to use the facilities without any additional building works.  The most recent inspection reports by HM Inspectors of Education and Care Commission reports are very positive for all three nursery schools.

3.2        At the time of the decant Westfield Court Nursery School was one of four nurseries within the council area which provided specialist full-time provision for children with identified additional support needs.  These children were relocated to Calderglen Nursery School.  All services already allocated to the children were made available at Calderglen Nursery School.  This includes free transport to and from school.  In taking forward its proposal the council needs to work closely with staff to determine how many places are required for children with identified additional support needs and whether additional therapy rooms are to be established.

3.3      The council’s proposal sets out clear benefits for learning, particularly outdoor learning.  Staff and parents recognise the enhanced facilities at both receiving nursery schools are leading to improved outdoor learning experiences for their children.  

3.4      The proposal would enable savings to be made from the closure of Westfield Court Nursery School.  It is intended that these savings will be redistributed across the early years sector to support the delivery of the early level curriculum. 

4.
Summary

The City of Edinburgh Council presents a sound case to discontinue education provision at Westfield Court Nursery School.  The nursery does not provide a safe environment for children and has limited and inappropriate outdoor learning space.  The proposal is likely to lead to a significantly improved learning environment for children.  In taking forward its proposal, the council needs to work closely with local residents and their community representatives to allay their concerns as to the future use of the building and the potential impact of the closure.  The council needs to ensure that staff concerns about the provision at Calderglen Nursery School are fully addressed in its final consultation report.
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