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SNSA and play-based learning

• Distinction between ‘free play’ and ‘play-

based learning’

• Lego Foundation’s five characteristics of play-

based learning (‘Learning through play’):

– Meaningful

– Socially interactive

– Actively engaging

– Iterative

– Joyful

• The role of learner choice, voice and learner 

agency



Alignment between SNSA and 

play-based learning?

Characteristic of play-based 

learning

Alignment with SNSA?

Meaningful Content of literacy and numeracy

Mostly contextualised in sentences, 

stories and pictures

Socially interactive [Can be administered in small groups or 

one-on-one with teacher; other 

administrative choices can introduce a 

social dimension eg P7 helpers]

Actively engaging Learner has control over transition from 

one question to the next.

Learner can take as long as needed

Iterative

Joyful Content and formats are designed to be 

fun and engaging

Learner choice, voice and 

agency

Feedback sought from learners, including 

from P1 



P1 learner feedback question



• “The fundamental purpose of 

assessment is to establish where 

learners are in their learning at the time 

of the assessment.”
Professor Geoff Masters, CEO, ACER

Reforming Educational Assessment, Australian Education Review no. 57



• To assess children’s capacity in 

elements of CfE literacy and numeracy

• To provide formative information to 

teachers about areas of strength and 

challenge

• To help inform teachers’ judgements 

about the achievement of a Stage 

(Assessment of CfE Levels - ACEL)

Guiding principles for SNSA









SNSA P1 literacy construct & 
weightings

Organiser P1

(literacy)

P4 P7 S3

Tools for reading 30-40% 10-20% 10-20% 5-15%

Finding and using 

information

5-15% 25-35% 20-30% 20-30%

Understanding,

analysing and evaluating

50-60% 50-60% 55-65% 60-70%



•To assess children’s capacity in elements 
of CfE literacy and numeracy

•To provide formative information to 
teachers about children’s areas of 
strength and challenge

•To help inform teachers’ judgements 
about the achievement of a Stage 
(Assessment of CfE Levels - ACEL)

Guiding principles for SNSA



Tools for reading Question 1

BENCHMARK 
STATEMENT :

Hears and says the 
different single 

sounds made by 
letters.DESCRIPTOR 

ON REPORTS: 
Match a letter 

to its sound

For this question, the audio file gives a 

single consonant sound, and the question 

asks children to identify the lower case 

letter that matches the sound.  

(The question is included in  the current 

P1 literacy assessment. It has been 

removed from the slide to preserve the 

security of the assessment.)



Tools for reading Question 2

BENCHMARK STATEMENTS:
Uses knowledge of sounds, letters 

and patterns to read words;
Uses knowledge of sight vocabulary 

to read familiar words in context

DESCRIPTOR ON 
REPORTS: Match a 
picture to a multi-

syllable word 
without audio 

support

The question asks children to read 

(without audio support) a common 

two-syllable word, and to match the 

word to a picture. 

(The question is included in  the 

current P1 literacy assessment. It has 

been removed from the slide to 

preserve the security of the 

assessment.)



This question is based on a single sentence of 10 words, with 

two clauses, about an everyday context. The sentence does not 

have audio support. The question asks which of the three 

children referred to in the sentence did something.

(The question is included in  the current P1 literacy 

assessment. It has been removed from the slide to preserve the 

security of the assessment.)

Understanding, analysing and 

evaluating Question 1

BENCHMARK 
STATEMENT:

[Asks and] answers 
questions about 

events and ideas in a 
text

DESCRIPTOR 
ON REPORTS: 

Interpret 
information in 

a complex 
sentence



Understanding, analysing and 

evaluating Question 2

DESCRIPTOR ON 
REPORTS: Infer an 
outcome by linking 
across two sentences 
in a narrative, with 
audio support

BENCHMARK STATEMENTS:
Engages with texts read to them;
Asks and answers questions about 
ideas and events in a text

This question is based on a picture storybook of four pages. All the 

text in the story is supported with audio – so children can listen to 

and/or read the story. This question asks about information on the 

first page of the story; to answer it successfully requires making a 

low-level inference. 

(The question is included in  the current P1 literacy assessment. It 

has been removed from the slide to preserve the security of the 

assessment.)



Adaptive assessment design



Reporting bands for each year 

group, for all subject areas

Numeracy Reading (literacy) Writing

BAND P1 P4 P7 S3 P1 P4 P7 S3 P4 P7 S3

12

11

10

9

8

7

6

5

4

3

2

1



P1 literacy bands
Literacy

BAND P1

6

5

4

3

2

1
Tools for reading 

Question 1

Tools for reading 

Question 2

Understanding, analysing

and evaluating

Question 2

Understanding, analysing

and evaluating

Question 1
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Individual report:

Descriptors for Tools for reading questions 

Tools for reading 

Question 2

Tools for reading 

Question 1



Individual report:

Descriptors for Understanding, analysing and 

evaluating questions

Understanding, analysing

and evaluating

Question 1

Understanding, analysing

and evaluating

Question 2


