


Consultation proposal by East Dunbartonshire Council 
Report by Education Scotland, addressing educational aspects of the proposal to relocate and build a new Lairdsland Primary School, Kirkintilloch on a site in the Southbank area of Kirkintilloch. 

1.
Introduction

1.1 East Dunbartonshire proposes to relocate and build a new Lairdsland Primary School on a site in the Southbank area of Kirkintilloch.
1.2 The report from Education Scotland is required under the terms of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  It has been prepared by HM Inspectors in accordance with the terms of the Act.
1.3 HM Inspectors undertook the following activities in considering the educational aspects of the proposal.
· Attendance at the public meeting held on 21 February 2012 in connection with the council’s proposals.
· Consideration of all relevant documentation provided by the council in relation to the proposal, specifically the educational benefits statement and related consultation documents, written and oral submissions from parents and others.
· A visit to the site of the current Lairdsland Primary School and the proposed site of the new school building, including discussion with relevant consultees.
1.4 HM Inspectors considered:

· the likely effects of the proposal for children and young people of the school; any other users and children likely to become pupils within two years of the date of publication of the proposal paper;
· any other likely effects of the proposal;
· how the council intends to minimise or avoid any adverse effects that may arise from the proposal; and
· benefits which the council believes will result from implementation of the proposal, and the council’s reasons for coming to these beliefs.

2. Consultation process
2.1 East Dunbartonshire Council undertook the initial consultation on its proposals with reference to the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.
2.2 East Dunbartonshire Council followed closely the guidance with regard to the Act and consulted widely with all stakeholders.  Stakeholders had the opportunity to attend a public meeting, respond to a questionnaire online or through written submissions.  The council intimated the consultation on its website and in committee papers to elected members.  A low response was received from stakeholders and from those who did respond almost all fully supported the proposal.  The public meeting generated discussion which focused mainly on the location for the new school building and on how the council proposed to create access routes to and from the school.
2.3 The proposal has received positive support from parents, staff and children.  Almost all parents who responded to the consultation were highly supportive of the proposal to build a new school on the proposed site.  Staff and children were unanimous in their view that the proposed building of a new school was welcomed as they felt the current accommodation was no longer fit for purpose.  The proposal should it be accepted to relocate and build a new Lairdsland Primary School is likely to be ready to receive children in session 2014/15
2.4 Parents strongly praised the quality of education their children received and felt that a new school building could only strengthen the educational provision.  They valued highly the friendly and supportive ethos which exists within the school and looked forward to that continuing in their new building.  They acknowledged that staff worked very hard to successfully provide education within a building which had many shortcomings such as outside toilets, an off site dining hall and lack of parking facilities.

2.5 A small number of respondents were not supportive of the proposed site and felt the proximity of the canal to the proposed site was a potential hazard.
2.6 Parents from Lairdsland Primary and those who had children not yet in primary school felt that the site was the best available and they looked forward to their children benefitting from school accommodation which would enhance areas of the curriculum such as outdoor learning, science and physical education.

2.7 Staff strongly supported the proposal.  They commented that space for physical education and outdoor learning was limited in the existing building and they were very keen to be creative with the space a new build would provide.  They were aware of the impact that displaying children’s work had on children’s confidence and motivation as learners.  They welcomed the opportunity to be able to continue this practice in a new building.  They valued the opportunity to be able to contribute to the design of the new school.
2.8 Groups of children had been working with the two potential design companies to make suggestions about the design and layout of the new build school.  They had many innovative suggestions to make and were delighted to be able to help influence the designs.  Children wanted to capitalise on the location commenting that they would learn more about nature and wildlife.  They had relevant suggestions to make regarding safe walking routes to school.
3. Educational aspects of the proposal

3.1
East Dunbartonshire Council sets out a number of potential educational benefits in its formal proposal documentation.  The educational benefits statement clearly describes how this proposal will support the delivery of Curriculum for Excellence.  East Dunbartonshire Council has a strong track record of providing very high‑quality education as evidenced by their own quality assurance systems and externally through Education Scotland HMIE inspection reports.
3.2
The council has acknowledged in its formal consultation document that the present accommodation which opened in 1875 is a typical Victorian building sitting on a landlocked site and that it is no longer suitable for providing education in the 21st century.

3.3
Lairdsland Primary School is held in high regard within its community and is considered as a school which provides a high‑quality learning experience for its children as evidenced by internal quality reviews and an external scrutiny report published by HMIE in 2007.  The proposal, should it proceed, is likely to build on the current provision of effective learning and teaching.
3.4
Children not yet attending primary school but due to start in Primary 1 in August 2012 will begin their education in the existing accommodation and if the proposal goes ahead will move to the new school in session 2014/15.  Children are received into Lairdsland Primary School from a number of local pre‑school providers.
3.5
East Dunbartonshire Council has plans to involve fully the roads and planning departments in the traffic management arrangements and in devising safe routes to school.  It intends to work with staff, children and parents in ensuring all reasonable steps are taken to develop safe access and exit routes to and from the proposed school site.
4. Summary

East Dunbartonshire Council’s proposal to relocate Lairdsland Primary School to a site in the Southbank area of Kirkintilloch offers tangible benefits to the children in the Lairdsland Primary School catchment area.  The new build provision will serve to meet the need for a building which will facilitate the delivery of high‑quality education and meet the requirements as described in Curriculum for Excellence.  The existing high‑quality education will be unaffected by the proposal and is likely to further enhance provision.
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