Douglas Academy – Debating and Public speaking
DEPUTE HEADTEACHER: We now have debating in the lower school in Douglas Academy as part of a whole series of electives and that took place in the context of us changing the structure of the school day. So we now have a first year and a second year debating elective. Beyond that you’ll see debating at Douglas Academy taking place across a range of subjects, for example social subjects, it’s used in various forms there. And indeed in science they debate on a regular basis a number of ethical issues for example associated with some of the science topics. 

TEACHER: What I’ve noticed in terms of a benefit for the students that have become involved in debating is that within my own department, within English, they generally only get one or two opportunities a year within a normal class framework to stand up and to speak and to practise that skill. The debating elective gives much more frequent chance to develop the skill of presenting an argument orally rather than in a written fashion. And it gets rid of the nerves basically and an awful lot of the students focus too much on how nervous they are standing up rather on the structure of their argument. 

TEACHER: From the debating they’re able to engage with each other, they’re able to challenge each other verbally, but with an elevated vocabulary, with an advanced vocabulary. 

STUDENT 3: The skills I’ve gained from debating and public speaking have been transferrable to all aspects of learning. The ability to, not only to structure an argument and to follow through with analysis, but moreover to be able to stand up in front of whether it be a class or an audience or a room full of people and present a logical and informed argument has opened up so many opportunities for me. 

DEPUTE HEADTEACHER: The essential features of debating which is fundamentally at the core of what we’re doing at Douglas Academy is developing Higher Order Thinking Skills, the ability to look at a range of pieces of information, to draw conclusions from that information and to arrange that information in a sensible, organised, coherent manner that can be understood by other people. For young people I think the main impact is the level of confidence that they can derive from that.

DEPUTE HEADTEACHER: It clearly develops their ability to communicate, it develops their wider literacy skills. I think also it’s widened horizons. It’s given young people an idea and a sense of developing their political literacy and also developing their awareness of global issues which they perhaps wouldn’t get in the daily cut and thrust of the curriculum.

