Traffic offences – Transcript

[bookmark: _GoBack]How does Police Scotland deal with traffic offences?

Sir Stephen House: […] areas also that we work on is keeping people safe on the roads of Scotland and more people die, many more people die, on the roads in Scotland as a result of traffic collisions than die through homicide. Many, many more.

So it’s an area that we are focusing on more and more now that we’re a single organisation and we do that through a couple of different ways.

We are involved in a number of partnerships that try and provide general education, so we’ll talk to schools about what happens if you are involved in a collision, the dangers of getting into a car with a driver who you know doesn’t have a licence, who isn’t very experienced, who you know drives too fast, who you are actually scared of getting into the car with, and what can happen.

We work with new drivers, we work with motorcyclists, because new drivers and motorcyclists are both over-represented in terms of casualties on the road, so they are important groups for us to work with. But our main role, because we are the agency that does it, is enforcement of traffic laws.

There are a huge body of traffic laws on the statute books to deal with different aspects of driving; bad driving behaviour, illegal driving behaviour, so driving when you’ve had too much to drink, driving whilst you are under the influence of drugs, is something that we focus on and officers, on a daily basis, stop people and ask them to undertake breath tests to make sure that they’re fit to drive.

And, of course, if you’re found guilty of that in court, then chances are you will lose your licence and, for repeat offenders, for that then they can go to prison. 

 [End of transcript]

