Consultation proposal by Perth and Kinross Council 

Report by Education Scotland, addressing educational aspects of the proposal to amend the secondary school catchment area serving Arngask Primary School from Perth Academy to Kinross High School from Monday 7 January 2013.

1.
Introduction

1.1 Perth and Kinross Council proposes to amend the secondary school catchment area serving Arngask Primary School from Perth Academy to Kinross High School from Monday 7 January 2013.  
1.2 The report from Education Scotland is required under the terms of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  It has been prepared by HM Inspectors in accordance with the terms of the Act.  
1.3 HM Inspectors undertook the following activities in considering the educational aspects of the proposal:

· attendance at the public meetings held on 13 and 15 March 2012 in connection with the council’s proposal; 

· consideration of all relevant documentation provided by the council in relation to the proposal, specifically the educational benefits statement and related consultation documents, written and oral submissions from parents and others;

· visits to the site of Arngask Primary School and Kinross High School, including discussion with relevant consultees; and
· discussion with the headteacher of Perth Academy.
1.4 HM Inspectors considered:

· the likely effects of the proposal for children of Arngask Primary School and for those young people currently attending Perth Academy and Kinross High School; any other users; children likely to become pupils within two years of the date of publication of the proposal paper; and other children and young people in the council area;
· any other likely effects of the proposal;

· how the council intends to minimise or avoid any adverse effects that may arise from the proposal; and

· benefits which the council believes will result from implementation of the proposal, and the council’s reasons for coming to these beliefs.
2. Consultation process
2.1
Perth and Kinross Council undertook the initial consultation on its proposals with reference to the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  

2.2
The consultation proposal document was circulated to a wide range of stakeholders including parents, parent councils, staff and members of the wider community.  Public meetings were held at Perth Academy and Kinross High School on 13 and 15 March 2012 respectively.  The proposal document was circulated widely, including the parents of children currently attending Perth Academy and Kinross High School.  

2.3
Almost all of the submissions received during the consultation period supported the proposal.  Only two members of the public attended the public meeting held at Perth Academy.  The guardian of a pupil affected sought reassurance that a place at Perth Academy and free home to school transport will still be provided if the proposal is accepted.  The Vice-Convener, Lifelong Learning Committee, confirmed that free home to school transport would still be provided for young people who currently attend Perth Academy if the proposal is accepted.  Sixteen members of the public attended the public meeting held at Kinross High School.  All in attendance were very much in favour of the proposal going ahead.

2.4
For a number of years, most parents from the Arngask catchment area have made placing requests for their children to attend Kinross High School.  There are currently, from the Arngask catchment area, seven pupils who attend Perth Academy and fifty-three pupils who attend Kinross High School.  Parents of all of the eight children currently in P7 at Arngask Primary School have submitted a placing request to the council for their child to attend Kinross High School from August 2012.  The Parent Council for Arngask Primary School and local councillors have made several approaches to Education and Children’s Services to request that the secondary school catchment area serving Arngask Primary School is amended to Kinross High School.  

2.5
Parents of children at Arngask Primary School and Kinross High School who met with HM Inspectors were satisfied with the consultation process.  They believed that the proposal would provide long-term placement certainty for families.  They recognise the benefits for their child of attending the nearest secondary school and receiving free home to school transport.  Parents of children already attending Kinross High School were unclear as to whether or not they would receive free home to school transport for their child if the proposal was approved.  

2.6
Staff at Arngask Primary School, Perth Academy and Kinross High School were satisfied with the consultation process and recognised the educational benefits of the proposal.  

2.7
Children and young people were very positive about the proposal.  Children in Arngask Primary School felt they would be able to continue friendships made with former pupils as well as those made from their participation in Kinross clubs and activities.  Those already attending Kinross High School were pleased about the proposal to receive free home to school transport and hoped that this resulted in an earlier pick up time at the end of the school day than currently provided.  

3. Educational aspects of the proposal
3.1
The proposal by Perth and Kinross Council to amend the secondary school catchment area for Arngask Primary School would offer educational benefits for children.  

3.2
Currently, due to parental placing requests, children at Arngask Primary School do not access fully the transition programme experienced by their peers in other primaries associated with Perth Academy or Kinross High School.  This includes P7 residential trips, transition events and curriculum projects.  Children and young people at all stages within Arngask Primary School and Kinross High School would benefit from more formalised and effective school/community links.  These benefits include the entitlement to access events and activities organised by the Community Link Worker.  

3.3
A number of parents recognised that their child could attend after-school activities and events more easily at Kinross High School as their child was only required to make one journey home on public transport as opposed to two journeys from Perth Academy.  Parents report a stronger identity with the Kinross community gained from accessing a range of local services, such as, the library and health centre.  Their child’s involvement in a range of sporting and cultural activities within the Kinross community provided opportunities for their child to extend friendship groups beyond the Arngask catchment area.  Parents felt these extended friendship groups enabled their child to transfer to Kinross High School with greater confidence.  

3.4
All of the staff who met with HM Inspectors recognised the educational benefits of the proposal.  Within Arngask Primary School, staff felt that the certainty of transition to Kinross High School would have a significant impact on the health and wellbeing of children.  Currently, from January until May, staff devote a considerable amount of time to the personal, social and emotional wellbeing of P7 children who await the result of their parents’ placement request.  All of the P7 and S1 pupils who met with HM Inspectors were able to describe the range of emotions they experienced during this time.  The council’s proposal would do much to address the levels of anxiety experienced by children.  Staff at both the primary school and Kinross High School felt that there would be significant educational benefits from being able to work together in a more formalised and planned way in aspects of learning, teaching and the curriculum.  This would also ensure pupils experienced improved continuity and progression in their learning from 3-18.  

4. Summary
4.1
The council’s proposal sets out clearly the rationale for the amendment to the secondary school catchment area for Arngask Primary School and the transitional arrangements for those affected by the proposal.  There is considerable support from parents, staff and children for the proposal to be approved.  

4.2
The council’s proposal would lead to clear educational benefits for young people.  This includes reducing the distance pupils would have to travel to their secondary school.  However, not all parents are clear about the educational benefits.  The council needs to strengthen the educational benefits statement within its final report to ensure greater clarity for parents.  

4.3
In its final report, the council needs to clarify the home to school transport arrangements for those young people who currently attend Kinross High School and who formerly attended Arngask Primary School.
HM Inspectors
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