RAISE

Raising Aspirations in Science Education

Dumfries & Galloway Council’'s Education & Learning Directorate was part
of the pilot cohort of authorities to embark upon the RAISE programme,
receiving funding from 2017 to 2019.

During that time, the team laid the foundations for a strategic focus on
primary STEM which has deepened and grown since its exit.

This case study will outline Dumfries & Galloway’'s activities in the 2021/22
academic year and how these are examples of meaningful legacy
sustained from RAISE. It is designed to provide information and
inspiration for potential, current, and recently exited local authorities
involved with RAISE to plan and execute potential initiatives following
this investment.
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IN 22/722, THE DG STEM TEAM WERE INVOLVED IN THESE RAISE
INITIATIVES:

Enhanced involvement in the ESP's First LEGO League (Explore & Discover) which included a series of
virtual and in-person challenges and celebrations. This work is supported by Dumfries & Galloway
College who provide accommodation and STEM Ambassadors to make these events a success.

The STEM Officer joined RAISE training on micro:bits which are now in all classrooms in Scotland.
Additional professional learning for practitioners across the local authority have been facilitated to
further enhance this area of work.

They were involved with Global Underwater Hub’s professional learning focussed on subsea
technologies, delivered by Aberdeen Science Centre. The authority selected clusters in areas near the

sea to participate so that young people can better understand the technologies which have relevance AN A —
) TN
to careers in the local area. =

The Reece Lab from the University of Edinburgh received funding to work with a rural authority. Over
four blocks of learning, 19 schools participated in this project, 39 classes with 962 pupils participated.
Comments included: "When | was going around the stations it made me happy, and | now like science
even more.” “Thank you for teaching us about mosquitos and the disease malaria. 'm not fan of
science, but the team made me feel like a proper scientist today.”
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