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Overview

• Key national legislation, standards and rights of British Sign Language 

users in Scotland

• Understanding how to support your Deaf/hearing child or young person in 

their setting or school

• Outline of ways that children and young people can stay connected to 

their friends

• Key available support in Scotland to support parents

For Scotland’s learners with Scotland’s educators



Examples of key national legislation, frameworks, 

plans and documents
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BSL Toolkit

GTCS National Plan

BSL
(Scotland) 
Act (2015)

Toolkit

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/bsl-toolkit-for-practitioners/
https://www.gtcs.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/professional-guide-teaching-supporting-deaf-learners.pdf
https://www.gov.scot/publications/british-sign-language-bsl-national-plan-2017-2023/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2015/11/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2015/11/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2015/11/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2015/11/contents
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/engaging-parents-and-families-a-toolkit-for-practitioners/


British Sign Language National Plan 2017-23

10 long-term goals for BSL in Scotland
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The Scottish Government’s British Sign Language (Scotland) Act 2015 and National Plan has 

several long-term goals for BSL in Scotland which include early years and education.  One of these 

goals is to help parents who use BSL to be fully involved in their child’s education.



Local authority British Sign Language Plans
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https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/bsl/british-sign-language-act-and-national-local-plans/

http://bslscotlandact2015.scot/plans/

https://education.gov.scot/parentzone/bsl/british-sign-language-act-and-national-local-plans/
http://bslscotlandact2015.scot/plans/


Rights of Deaf children and young people

• United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) -
https://www.unicef.org.uk/what-we-do/un-convention-child-rights/

Scottish Qualification Authority:

• Qualifications in BSL for pupils - https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/65529.html

• Teachers - https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/36298.html

• Pupils - https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/103011.html

• Deaf BSL users in Scotland can use BSL for exams

• Rights of children aged 12-15 -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H1GJFMnprY8

• Extra support in exams - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eX3RkPb-eVU

• BSL (Scotland) Act 2015 promotes that information and services will be 
accessible to BSL users across the Scottish public sector
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United Nations Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities

• (UNCRPD) recognises and promotes the use of sign 
language to allow persons to ‘seek, receive and impart 
information and ideas on an equal basis with others and 
through all forms of communication of their choice’ 
(Article 21)

https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-
the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities/article-21-freedom-of-
expression-and-opinion-and-access-to-information.html

Coming soon - videos for parents and young people on 

UNCRPD
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https://www.eud.eu/eud/toolkits/euds-crpd-toolkit-for-nads/

https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities/article-21-freedom-of-expression-and-opinion-and-access-to-information.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities/article-21-freedom-of-expression-and-opinion-and-access-to-information.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-persons-with-disabilities/article-21-freedom-of-expression-and-opinion-and-access-to-information.html
https://www.eud.eu/eud/toolkits/euds-crpd-toolkit-for-nads/


• Understanding and engaging with education, settings and schools

• Information for staff in settings and schools
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Awareness of BSL, Deaf Culture and 

Identity

Clear communication channels

Effective communication Fluency in BSL

Use of the BSL Toolkit Access to information

Understanding how to support your Deaf/hearing child 

or young person in their setting or school



• Involving BSL users in the wider life and work of the setting or school
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Parent Council Improvement planning School events

Fundraising Extra-curricular activities After school and breakfast 

clubs

Family Learning Classroom helpers Open days

Volunteering Parents evening Deaf peers and mentoring 

support

Understanding how to support your Deaf/hearing child 

or young person in their setting or school (Cont.)



Outline of ways that children and young people can 

stay connected to their friends

Reason:

• British Sign Language users generally have more friends in lower stages of primary but 

fewer in the upper stages and in secondary.

• Children, both Deaf and hearing, need support to develop relationships.
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Outline of ways that children and young people can 

stay connected to their friends (Cont.)

Solutions:

• Provide opportunities for Deaf children to meet other Deaf children at a local and 

national level informally and at organised events such as Youth Clubs.  For example, 

regular meetings on an online platform could be arranged between a Deaf child from a 

Deaf family and a Deaf child from a hearing family.

• As a starting point, consider having a regular toddlers’ group to provide opportunities 

for parents to meet and socialise.  It is important to ensure that there is at least one 

fluent Deaf BSL user and a BSL/English interpreter available at the group.  

Consideration should be given to potential transport issues that might arise for parents.
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Information to support 

learning
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Discussion

• What kind of support would you like to see as a parent?

• What barriers do you experience as a parent?

• What do you feel the solutions are to these barriers?

• What are your experiences of education with your child in their 

setting/school?

• What support would you like from your child’s setting/school?

• Is there any further information you would like on Parentzone Scotland?

Jamboard:

https://jamboard.google.com/d/1LDtpXxST_mZLDVN9q-sWo5mpO0e-

ST5O9NycvlEjBTE/viewer?f=7
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https://jamboard.google.com/d/1LDtpXxST_mZLDVN9q-sWo5mpO0e-ST5O9NycvlEjBTE/viewer?f=7
https://jamboard.google.com/d/1LDtpXxST_mZLDVN9q-sWo5mpO0e-ST5O9NycvlEjBTE/viewer?f=7


Case Studies
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Engaging parents in language learning

Moorfoot Primary School and Garvel Deaf Centre -
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/practice-exemplars/engaging-parents-in-
language-learning-moorfoot-primary-school-and-garvel-deaf-centre-inverclyde-
council/

Good practice in working with deaf learners, their 
parents and families

St Roch’s Secondary School & St Thomas’ Primary School -
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-
resources/good-practice-in-working-with-deaf-learners-their-
parents-and-families-bsl-plan/

https://education.gov.scot/improvement/practice-exemplars/engaging-parents-in-language-learning-moorfoot-primary-school-and-garvel-deaf-centre-inverclyde-council/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/practice-exemplars/engaging-parents-in-language-learning-moorfoot-primary-school-and-garvel-deaf-centre-inverclyde-council/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/practice-exemplars/engaging-parents-in-language-learning-moorfoot-primary-school-and-garvel-deaf-centre-inverclyde-council/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/good-practice-in-working-with-deaf-learners-their-parents-and-families-bsl-plan/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/good-practice-in-working-with-deaf-learners-their-parents-and-families-bsl-plan/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/good-practice-in-working-with-deaf-learners-their-parents-and-families-bsl-plan/


Contact Details

beverley.ferguson@educationscotland.gov.scot

rachel.oneill@ed.ac.uk

avril.hepner@bda.org.uk

helen.morgans-wenhold@bda.org.uk

Annette.Foulcer@sqa.org.uk
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