CONSULTATION PROPOSAL BY MIDLOTHIAN COUNCIL
REPORT BY HM INSPECTORATE OF EDUCATION ADDRESSING EDUCATIONAL ASPECTS OF THE PROPOSAL TO REVIEW THE CATCHMENT AREAS OF KINGS PARK PRIMARY SCHOOL AND WOODBURN PRIMARY SCHOOL, DALKEITH, MIDLOTHIAN
1. Introduction

1.1 Midlothian Council proposes to review the existing catchment area of Kings Park Primary School and Woodburn Primary School, Dalkeith, Midlothian. 
1.2 The report from HMIE is required under the terms of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  It has been prepared by HM Inspectorate of Education (HMIE) in accordance with the terms of the Act.  
1.3 HM Inspectors undertook the following activities in considering the educational aspects of the proposal:

· consideration of all relevant documentation provided by the Council in relation to the proposal, specifically the educational benefits statement and related consultation documents, written and oral submissions from parents and others;

· consideration of further representations made directly to HMIE on relevant educational aspects of the proposal;
· consideration of further information on all schools affected; and

· visits to the site of Kings Park Primary School and Woodburn Primary School, including discussion with relevant consultees.
1.4 HMIE considered:

· the likely effects of the proposal for children and young people of the school/centre; any other users; children likely to become pupils within two years of the date of publication of the proposal paper; and other children and young people in the Council area.
· any other likely effects of the proposal;
· how the Council intends to minimise or avoid any adverse effects that may arise from the proposal; and
· benefits which the authority believes will result from implementation of the proposal, and the Council’s reasons for coming to these beliefs.
2.
Consultation process
2.1 Midlothian Council undertook the initial consultation on its proposals with reference to the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  
2.2 The majority of responses received by the Council were in favour of the proposal.  The main concerns related to placing requests for younger siblings of children at the schools who will be outwith the new catchment area when they enter school in the next two years.
3. Educational aspects of the proposal
3.1 Woodburn Primary School and its nursery provide a good standard of education for its pupils.  The HMI inspection report of March 2010 found that in learners experiences, and the schools ability to meet learners’ needs were good.  The school is well led and has a strong capacity for further improvement.  The present school roll of 386 pupils is under the capacity of the new school building which can hold 680 pupils.  The proposed changes will align the school more closely with the new housing in its catchment area.  The proposal will increase the numbers of children from different parental backgrounds in the school.  However, the education authority has not given sufficient consideration of the means by which the present educational benefits provided by the school will be maintained as the pupil roll rises and as Curriculum for Excellence is implemented.  For Kings Park Primary School, the proposal, if implemented, will slightly reduce the present school roll.  The school is well led and presently provides a good standard of education.  The proposal is likely to slightly reduce the present pressures on teaching and learning space within the school.
3.2 HM Inspectors found that the nursery provision within both schools provided a good learning experience for young children.  The nursery staff work well with teachers to provide a lively, challenging and supportive experience.  There is considerable capacity in Woodburn Primary School to increase its numbers in the nursery.
3.3 For Woodburn Primary School, the proposals, if implemented, will reduce the amount of community rooms within the school as the pupil roll rises.  There is insufficient consideration in the proposal to address this issue.  The proposed changes in catchment area for Kings Park Primary School do not presently address the placing requests by parents from outwith Dalkeith who wish their children to attend this school.  These children represent nearly 15% of the present school roll.  There is a concern that the proposal could increase this number.
3.4 The proposed changes in catchment area, if implemented, will redistribute the primary age children in the Dalkeith community between the two schools that serve their community.  The present proposal pays insufficient attention to transitions and shared curriculum between the two primary schools to secondary as part of Curriculum for Excellence.
3.5 The Council believes the adjustment of the catchment area of Woodburn Primary School will allow children living in the vicinity and in proposed new housing to attend their local school which provides a good quality educational experience.  The adjustment of the catchment area will slightly reduce the pressure on teaching and learning space in Kings Park Primary School. 
3.6 This review is part of a broader review of catchments carried out by the authority as part of its new school building programme, particularly in the former mining communities, such as Woodburn.  This is focused upon providing modern educational facilities which seek to raise attainment and provide enhanced learning opportunities for children and young people in these communities.  The proposal will create one large school primary school in Dalkeith which will meet its increase in housing stock which is concentrated in the Woodburn area.  The proposal will slightly decrease the school roll of Kings Park Primary School and create more space for teaching and learning within the school.
4. Summary
Kings Park Primary and Woodburn Primary schools provide good quality educational experiences for their pupils.  For Kings Park Primary School, the proposal will slightly reduce the present school roll.  The proposal is likely to reduce the present pressures on teaching and learning space within the school.  The education authority should ensure that any potential gains to the educational experience are not lost through increased out of catchment placing requests.  The proposed changes will allow Woodburn Primary School to increase its roll to capacity.  The proposed changes in catchment area will allow children in the new housing in the Woodburn neighbourhood of Dalkeith to attend their local school.  The school will require additional management support to successfully implement this change.  
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