POLAAR Video 4 - Three-minute assessment
Dr Nancy Ferguson, depute principal psychologist: 

The three-minute assessments are devised to provide teachers with specific information in the areas of letter sounds, word recognition and phonemic blending, the three areas most predictive of future literacy development.

The three-minute assessment is more detailed and can be used if the child isn't making progress against the previously agreed actions or if the teacher wants more detailed information in these important areas. They are designed so they can be delivered easily in a time-efficient manner.

Lynne Brennan, head teacher, Holytown Primary:

The three minute assessments enhance and extend this allowing teachers to work with individual children to clearly identify what they can do and what they find challenging.

When these are analysed using the child observational assessment and actions, the teacher is able to clearly identify actions which can be used to help a child overcome these difficulties. All this relies on high-quality teacher and pupil interactions.

Appendix one and appendix two gives clear support for teachers in terms of word attack and comprehension strategies as well as literacy activities which can be easily incorporated into everyday classroom activities, ensure that children have the breadth of understanding and are able to apply their learning in new contexts.

Jill Cameron, head teacher of East Calder Primary:

Just saying that the staff have found the resource very user-friendly and have found the website very user-friendly. There have been no difficulties getting on and off the website. The website is very straightforward, it's very self-explanatory, this idea of observe, action, observe.

If it's not working, we stop doing that and we'll look at some other way that we can sort of - to bring other aspects so that we support the children's learning.

Lynne Brennan:

Effective assessment information is vital in ensuring we get it right for all our children. We need to have as much information on a pupil as possible to be able to make informed decisions on how best to support them. Ensuring appropriate support, making sure correct actions and interventions are taken to ensure we provide the right level of support for all children, especially those who are at risk of not reaching their full potential, helping to close the attainment gap through early intervention. 

[end]
