Consultation proposal by Perth and Kinross Council 

Report by Education Scotland, addressing educational aspects of the proposal to extend the catchment area of Logiealmond Primary School.  
1.
Introduction

1.1 Perth and Kinross Council proposes to extend the catchment area of Logiealmond Primary School.

1.2 The report from Education Scotland is required under the terms of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  It has been prepared by HM Inspectors in accordance with the terms of the Act.  
1.3 HM Inspectors undertook the following activities in considering the educational aspects of the proposal:

· attendance at the public meetings held on 23 and 28 February 2012 in connection with the council’s proposals; 

· consideration of all relevant documentation provided by the council in relation to the proposal, specifically the educational benefits statement and related consultation documents, written and oral submissions from parents and others;

· consideration of further information on all schools affected; and

· visits to the site of Logiealmond Primary School and Methven Primary School, including discussion with relevant consultees.
1.4 HM Inspectors considered:

· the likely effects of the proposal for children and young people of Logiealmond Primary School and Methven Primary School; any other users; children likely to become pupils within two years of the date of publication of the proposal paper; and other children and young people in the council area.  
· any other likely effects of the proposal;

· how the council intends to minimise or avoid any adverse effects that may arise from the proposal; and

· benefits which the council believes will result from implementation of the proposal, and the council’s reasons for coming to these beliefs.

2. Consultation process
2.1 Perth and Kinross Council undertook the initial consultation on its proposals with reference to the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  
2.2 Almost all staff, families and children in both Logiealmond and Methven Primary Schools are supportive of the proposals.  Staff consider that the increased numbers of children at Logiealmond Primary School would enhance opportunities for children to socialise and learn alongside more children of their own age.  It was felt that the slight fall in numbers at Methven Primary School would not be detrimental to children’s learning.

2.3 Staff and parents in both schools felt that the proposals would provide stability and certainty for parents living in Glenalmond College properties.

2.4 A few children attending Logiealmond Primary School were pleased about the proposals as they would be able to travel to school on the bus with their friends.  
2.5 A few respondents queried why the proposals extended beyond the Glenalmond College properties to include other housing in the area.  
2.6 A number of staff and parents considered that it would have been preferable if the proposals could have taken effect from the beginning of the school year 2012/2013 in August 2012.  It was considered that this would have reduced changes for the children as they would all be able to travel together from the start of the session.

2.7 A few respondents were concerned that any child who began the school year 2012/2013 attending Methven Primary School and being eligible for school transport may no longer be eligible in January 2013.

3. Educational aspects of the proposal

3.1 Logiealmond Primary School staff welcome the possible increase in the school roll as suggested by the proposal as this could enable the school to consider options for class organisation and the delivery of the curriculum.  It may also increase opportunities for children to work collaboratively with peers of a similar age, stage and gender.

3.2 The proposed extended catchment area may result in an increase in numbers of members of the community who are able to support the school, for example, in helping with projects, outings and initiatives.  This may enhance learners’ experience.  

3.3 The proposal would simplify travel arrangements for some families and enable children living in Glenalmond College owned properties to travel together to Logiealmond Primary School.
3.4 It would also provide children with the opportunity to learn and socialise with a larger number of children of a similar age.  
4. Summary

Perth and Kinross Council has set out a positive, well-reasoned case for its proposal to extend the catchment area of Logiealmond Primary School.  Overall, the proposal is likely to lead to educational benefit as it would ensure continuity for families living in properties owned by Glenalmond College.  In taking forward the proposal the council should ensure that all families living in the area are clear about the transition arrangements particularly in relation to transport.  They should also endeavour to minimise disruption for families who do not live in Glenalmond owned properties.  If the proposals are taken forward the council should consider implementing them from August 2012 in order to ensure continuity from the start of the school session.  
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