


Consultation proposal by West Lothian Council
Report by Education Scotland, addressing educational aspects of the proposal to construct a new primary school for the south of Armadale.

1.
Introduction

1.1 West Lothian Council proposes to provide a new non-denominational primary school for the south of Armadale.  The consultation addresses the need to agree a site, catchment area and name for the new school.

1.2 The report from Education Scotland is required under the terms of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  It has been prepared by HM Inspectors in accordance with the terms of the Act.  
1.3 HM Inspectors undertook the following activities in considering the educational aspects of the proposal:

· attendance at the public meeting held on 23 April 2012 in connection with the council’s proposals;

· consideration of all relevant documentation provided by the council in relation to the proposal, specifically the educational benefits statement and related consultation documents, written and oral submissions from parents and others;

· consideration of further representations made directly to Education Scotland on relevant educational aspects of the proposal;
· consideration of further information on all schools affected, including discussion with the headteacher of Armadale Academy; and

· visit to the site of Armadale Primary School, including discussion with relevant consultees.
1.4 HM Inspectors considered:

· the likely effects of the proposal for children of the existing school; any other users; and children likely to become pupils within two years of the date of publication of the proposal paper;
· any other likely effects of the proposal;
· how the council intends to minimise or avoid any adverse effects that may arise from the proposal; and
· benefits which the council believes will result from implementation of the proposal, and the council’s reasons for coming to these beliefs.
2. Consultation process
2.1 West Lothian Council undertook the initial consultation on its proposals with reference to the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Act 2010.  The consultation included invitations for written submissions, presentations to children in schools and a public meeting held in April 2012.
2.2 The need for the new school has arisen as a result of a series of major housing and related developments proposed for the southern part of the existing catchment area of Armadale Primary School.  The proposed site of the new school is in part of a mixed-use development, including residential, retail and leisure, to the south of Armadale station.  The site and funding for the school will be provided by the developers.
2.3 The council proposes to form the catchment area of the new school from the southern portion of the existing Armadale Primary School catchment.  This would include a number of existing streets as well as new housing developments.
2.4  Overall, most parents, carers, children and other stakeholders who responded to the consultation, expressed positive views about the proposed site and delineation of the catchment areas.  As part of the consultation process, pupils, parents and other stakeholders have been asked to offer suggestions for the name of the new school.
2.5 A few parents expressed concerns about the proposal to split some streets in delineating the new catchment areas, particularly in the West Lea estate.  They felt it was illogical to have children from neighbouring families in the same street attending different schools.  In some cases, this would mean their children would have a longer journey to Armadale Primary School than they would if they were able to move to the new school.
2.6 A few respondents were concerned that the proposed catchment areas would lead to a lack of socio-economic mix in the population of the new school, as almost all children attending would come from new housing areas.  Similarly, there was concern that the existing primary school would have a disproportionate number of children attending from areas of multiple deprivation within the town.  The council has indicated that the developers have committed to provide a range of house types, including social housing, in the planned developments.
2.7 Some parents were very positive about the proposed site for the new school in that it would mean a shorter distance and safer route for their children to walk to school.  Others were concerned that the proposed safer routes to school would only apply to those moving to the new school.
2.8 Most respondents were positive about the proposed location of the new school as a key part of the mixed-use development area.  Some children thought that the proposed site was too close to the railway line and the supermarket car park. 

2.9 A few children had raised concerns that younger siblings might not attend the same school as themselves.  The council’s proposal paper had made clear that younger siblings would be entitled to enrol at the same school as their older brothers or sisters.
3. Educational aspects of the proposal
3.1 In preparing this proposal, the council has taken account of the planned housing developments in the Armadale area and the subsequent increased demand on school places in the town.  As well as plans to build a new primary school, the council is committed to increasing the capacity of existing primary schools to meet this demand.  The new Armadale Academy, opened in 2009, has been built with additional capacity to meet the demand of an increasing roll over the next few years.
3.2 The council believes that the proposed site for the new school will lead to shorter walking distances to school.  It is also a planning condition that the developers will provide safe walking routes to the school from the new housing areas.  It is likely that this will encourage more children to walk to school more frequently and that there will be associated health benefits for them.  The council needs to address the concerns of some parents who point out that not all children will benefit from shorter or safer walking routes, particularly some of those continuing to attend Armadale Primary School.
3.3 The proposed new primary school provides an opportunity for the council to design a learning environment best suited to deliver the requirements of Curriculum for Excellence.  The accommodation, resources and approaches are likely to have a positive impact on the motivation, aspirations and enjoyment of children.
3.4 HM Inspectors inspected Armadale Primary School in 2008 and made a number of recommendations for improvement.  The follow-through report published in 2010 stated that the school had made very good progress in addressing the main points for action identified in the original report and were providing high quality learning experiences for children.  Since then, the headteacher and her staff have continued to improve the quality of learners’ experiences.  The proposed extensions and improvements to the school will increase the options for class structures and organisation and enable staff to continue to improve learning experiences.  In particular, the proposed developments of the school grounds should lead to more opportunities for outdoor learning and enable staff to deliver high quality physical education for all children in line with government expectations.  
3.5 At Armadale Academy, the rising school roll will lead to increased staffing levels and greater curricular choice for young people.
3.6 The proposed new primary school will be located and designed to encourage greater community use.  It is expected that its facilities will be used extensively outwith school hours, making the school a focal point for the new community.
4. Summary

West Lothian Council’s proposal to build a new non-denominational school in south Armadale will meet the needs of a rising school population and offers tangible benefits to children in the current Armadale Primary School catchment.  The new school should provide accommodation purpose-built to facilitate the delivery of high‑quality education and meet the requirements of Curriculum for Excellence.  The proposal to extend and improve Armadale Primary School is likely to further enhance the provision of existing high‑quality education.  In taking forward its proposals, the council needs to address the concerns expressed about delineation of the catchment areas and the consequent journeys to school.  In particular, it needs to clarify the socio-economic mix of the new housing areas and the impact on schools.  Children need further reassurance on plans to ensure their safety around the new school which will be in close proximity to the railway line and car parks.
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