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                              Malala Yousafzai


Background

· Born in Pakistan in 1997.
· Lived with her mother, father and two younger brothers in the city of Mingora in the Swat Valley.
· Her father strongly believed in education as a right for all and ran a school in the city.
· Had a thirst for knowledge from a very young age and used to pretend she was a teacher.
· When Malala was 10 there were huge changes in the part of Pakistan where she lived with her family.
· The Taliban changed many rules; girls were banned from attending school, dancing and watching television were forbidden and over 400 schools were completely destroyed.
· Malala was very upset that her right to education had been taken away from her and other girls.
· At age 11, alongside her teacher father, she became a critic of the Taliban rules and was interviewed on Pakistani television. She talked about her fear of a full- blown war in the beautiful valley where she lived.
· At age 12 she began an anonymous blog on the Urdu language website of the  BBC and talked about her fears and the fact she was forced to stay at home .
· In May, 2009 Pakistan’s war with the Taliban meant that Malala’s family, and many others, were forced to leave their homes and flee to a place of safety hundreds of miles away.
· When it was safe to return, Malala and her family went back to Mingora and continued to campaign for her right to go to school.
· She and her father became very well known in Pakistan for their fight to give girls in Pakistan access to quality, free education.
· Malala was nominated for a number of awards for her work and won Pakistan’s National Youth Peace Prize in 2011.
· The Taliban were very unhappy about her opposition to their rules. In 2012, when she was 15, Malala was shot in the head by a member of the Taliban as she and her friends were travelling home from school.
· Seriously wounded, Malala was treated first in Pakistan and then transferred to a specialist unit in Birmingham.
· She endured many operations and months of therapy but fortunately suffered no brain damage.
· As soon as she was well enough, she insisted on going to school in Birmingham.
· Her incredible story brought her to the attention of the whole world and she received global support. 
· She has spoken at the United Nations, written a book and in 2014 became a joint Nobel Peace Prize winner. Age 17 , she was the youngest person ever to receive this award. 
· The Malala Fund was established to empower girls to achieve their potential through education and funds projects in six countries.
· Malala currently lives in Birmingham and remains a strong advocate for education and for girls to become confident and strong leaders in their communities.

Adversity/ challenges faced

Community
War
Being refused education

Family
Having to leave her family home to find safety
Being separated from her mother and brothers for her medical treatment

Individual
Being shot 
Multiple surgeries and treatment


Protective factors

Community
Having access to education
Her love of her country
Being able to make her voice heard in her blogs and interviews
World – wide support for her protests

Family
Her relationship with her family
Her dad’s support for her campaign

Individual
Her belief in the right to an education
Her thirst for knowledge
Her courage
Her determination
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