Hazlehead Academy - Involving young people in planning and assessing their own learning 

HEADTEACHER: One of our whole school priorities was to improve feedback to learners, and different faculties do different approaches to that. But we wanted the pupils to be more specific in how they were evaluating their learning and agreeing what their next steps and learning targets were. So the approach that English and Social Subjects took was through the national assessment resource, and in working together they really have provided specific feedback for individuals in their learning. 

PRINCIPAL TEACHER ENGLISH: We were having learning conversations with pupils but we felt a lot of the time pupils didn’t necessarily understand what they were supposed to be talking about with us. They didn’t have the language to really talk about their learning. And we wanted a way to record those learning conversations that allowed us to understand the journey that the pupil was going on at a certain point within the course. So we established a sheet that looks at not only the learning intention and making sure pupils really understand about what are they actually trying to learn in that unit of work, not just on a daily basis but in that unit of work. What’s the overall learning? 

PRINCIPAL TEACHER ENGLISH: Once they’ve recorded that, we had then thought well they need to know where are they actually getting the learning experience from, what activities are they undertaking to help them achieve that learning. 

STUDENT: I think the sheets are really helping me in English because you know exactly what you need to do to make your work better and what you’ve done well, whereas if you didn’t do this you would be thinking, ‘What did I actually learn from that activity?’ But it tells you what you have and I have the feedback from the teacher and my evaluation. So I can compare them and see actually how am I doing. 

PRINCIPAL TEACHER ENGLISH: The assessment sheets also help us to determine whether young people really understand the purpose of their learning by asking them to think about the activities that are involved in approaching a learning intention for example. So we may be asking them to look at exploring or analysing metaphor. Now for a pupil that may seem like quite a difficult task, so what we’d ask them to do is break that task down and really think about how they’re going to learn that. 

PRINCIPAL TEACHER ENGLISH: And that’s where our activities section within our assessment sheet comes into play. So we would ask pupils to think about what will we need to do in order to explore a metaphor, what do we need to really think about when we’re investigating metaphors in a text. So it does allow pupils to perhaps engage a bit more readily with the learning strategies in the classroom but it also allows pupils to perhaps suggest things to a teacher. PRINCIPAL TEACHER ENGLISH: So teachers and pupils are working together to really create their lessons now and it’s no longer just about a teacher coming into the classroom and saying, “This is the way we’re going to teach metaphor,” or “This is the way we’re going to teach a listening skill.” But pupils are actually able to come up with ideas and generate those alongside the teacher. So the learning experience again just becomes much more fuller, more rounded for everyone involved. So we use the assessment sheets to enable pupils to help them plan for their learning. 

PRINCIPAL TEACHER ENGLISH: But the other thing that we’re doing is obviously asking pupils to use that as a way of gathering evidence of their assessment. So they’re looking to assess themselves and that’s clearly I think an area that Curriculum for Excellence is asking us to look a lot more closely at. How are pupils really reflecting on their achievements? And the assessment sheet allows them to do that, to look at whether they’re actually being successful in an aspect of literacy. 

PRINCIPAL TEACHER ENGLISH: And then they can comment on that and obviously make sure that the next time that they approach that assessment material they’ve perhaps got a better range of skills or a better understanding, and they can talk about that with their teacher.
