Permission to be creative - Brian Boyd

In terms of creative thinking skills, a lot of these skills are already out there. For example, I can't imagine that very many schools haven’t used a strategy such as 'brainstorming' which was a technique designed to enable young people to come up with ideas and the more innovative the ideas, the better. And the value that is placed on those ideas is equal at that particular point - there are not judgements made. The whole emphasis is - let's bring as many ideas as we can to this.

I think added to that, increasingly now, in Scotland, there is a recognition that learning should be a collaborative activity - it should be active and collaborative. And the more you bring young people with different perspectives together, the more likely you are to get new ideas and new solutions.

I think, individual strategies like Mind Mapping from Tony Buzan, now again there are some people who would argue that mind mapping will provide all of the answers to the problems of learning - I don’t accept that. I don’t think even he would argue that! But what it does is that it gives us a very powerful tool for young people to actually think slightly differently about problems and to begin to bring a whole series of different ways of organising their thoughts together which can, themselves, be quite creative.

So the young person, for example, given a writing task sits and says, 'Don’t know what to write. Can't get started. Don’t know what to do.' If you can then put that young person in a group with others, if they can begin to share their thoughts, perhaps organising and using a mind map, or using some other structure... suddenly you begin to get not just a flow of ideas but a sense of structure of those ideas. And the young person, then, is given a greater confidence to be able to begin that task which he or she wouldn’t even start, hitherto.

There are not secrets to this, there’s no single answer to making young people creative - it's more about giving them permission to be creative and recognising that the ideas that they have, that maybe seem slightly out the box, may well be quite important. This is, I suppose, what you would trace back to de Bono's 'Lateral Thinking'. The idea that some problems are simply not solvable by the application of logical thought or critical thinking; that you, somehow, need to come out of left field occasionally to solve a problem. I think it's about freeing youngsters up to realise that there aren’t always single solutions to problems that are posed and I think the issue for teachers there is that they need also, to be aware that they need to try and model that, and instead of teachers, historically, asking closed questions to which there is only one answer, which happens to be in the teacher's head - then you begin to generate a series of open-ended questions, where there isn’t only a single answer and where there are multiple perspectives and where creative thinking becomes part and parcel of the way we learn.

