Using news reports and current affairs as a context for learning about beliefs and moral values
Headteacher: Across all curricula areas, we have a strong belief here in Kirkcolm, that real life learning contexts are the best way to really stretch and involve our children and youngsters in critical thinking. It makes their learning come alive. 

Pupil: They aren’t part of the outside world, they’re, they’re just alone there. 

Headteacher: Newsflash initially began as a way to make sure our youngsters were keeping up to date with current events in the world and locally. It was predominantly literacy-based with aspects of social studies. However, as Newsflash evolved it became clearer that it was the moral debates that really were interesting the children more. Therefore, as a staff we reviewed how Newsflash was working and we decided that we would embed it within our religious and moral education. So four or five pupils will bring in an article or email in an article but the emphasis now is that it must have a moral dilemma in there for us to discuss and debate as a whole class. 

Pupil: They can’t grow in the UK so there’s no point cutting down the trees here. 

Teacher: The pupils are learning about global citizenship through looking at articles from all over the world. They’re learning that there’s always more than one side to every story, there’s not always a right and a wrong answer. It’s always interesting too if we have our local minister in: he brings the Christian side to the discussion and encourages the pupils to think from the Christian point of view. 

Minister: And so we’ve got to, in that sense, think about our actions because that impacts on everybody and everything. 

Teacher: It takes time to build that ethos where children are confident in speaking out and listening and sharing their point of view but we have found as a staff it’s been very worthwhile to take the time and keep going with this because children now are being very reflective on how they see things, they are being very tolerant of opinions shared by others and there is a sense of thought for each child within that time as each value and opinion that is shared then impacts on personal thoughts and views. 

Pupil 2: So do we have the right to come and give them diseases, kill half of them? 

Pupil 3: We’re cutting down trees and that’s also harming the world but it’s also harming people’s homes as well. 

Pupil 4: All people are equal and if you think that way then our lives are quite the same. 

Teacher: The children take great pride in selecting the article they have, the articles and items that have been brought in, the quality has definitely improved and there is a clearer understanding of the morals that live within current items that are in the news on a daily and week by week basis.
