Transcript: Discussion question 2: What do you think makes RE different from your other subjects?

Female:    In RE, I enjoy taking part in meditation, the senior citizens’ parcels but also just like the weekly discussion we have in class, because I get to understand then in like an informal language that I can understand and then take it out of class about feelings and emotions and also love and how God is projected in love.

Female:    I enjoy in RE that we get to reflect on our life and think about things that you wouldn't normally think about. We have class discussions. We do role plays, make posters. That's different than just writing all the time.

Female:    I like RE because I think it's different. I think that, instead of just learning facts and figures, you get to reflect on your thoughts and views and feelings.

Male:    As a class, it lets you open up, where your opinion matters and you're a valued part of the class.

Female:    I would say exploring and developing my faith and the good relationships I have with the teachers. That's excellent. It makes RE what it is.

Male:    I really enjoy the healthy debates in RE, because it's really interesting to find out what people's opinions are in different matters. I think it allows us to get our opinion and express our opinion on world issues that are going on, ongoing right now in the world.

Male:    I've always enjoyed RE from first year, with whatever teacher you have, whether it be an RE teacher or just another teacher in the school, they always take it seriously. You can talk to them about anything. It's always an open discussion. You can speak. It's not like you're being forced into talks.

Male:    What I enjoy most about RE is learning about the different faiths and cultures and different beliefs that people have, the values that they have in life and the different ways that they practice them and the general debates on moral issues that we have that can show the depth of opinion that people have. That's good, because it helps us to see the different faiths and values that people have.

Female:    I enjoy the fact that we have the chance to discuss our views and opinions as a group and as a class. We also sometimes get the chance to meditate and reflect on our lives for maybe about 10 minutes.

I enjoy the fact that we have the chance to discuss our views and opinions in the class and in smaller groups.

Male:    I enjoy coming in and talking to the teachers and debating about certain subjects that they'll let us talk about, like our own religion or hearing other people's religions and faiths and how they feel about it. It's good to get everyone else's opinion, let it in.

Female:    Father Kane invited us to his parish, but it's been a couple of years since we've been back. But he's inspired us to go back to the parish.

Female:    RE is important to me, because it helps me develop my prayer life. I was inspired to go back to Mass by my school chaplain, Father Kane.

Female:    Well, for me, RE's great because it's a completely different atmosphere from any other classroom, because in other subjects, it's like things that maybe might not necessarily relate to everyday life. But in RE, you discuss important issues like abortion and euthanasia, so it's like things that you might have to make an important decision on in a later life.

Male:    Personally I really enjoy being able to express my own opinions. It's one of the key features in RE, especially going from first year all the way through to sixth year at St Aidan's. It's also a subject where you're able to create a good relationship with your teacher. They're able to know what type of person you are. It can help all the way through your school life.

Female:    Without a doubt, the best experience I've had in RE is the retreats. Every year from first to sixth year, we have the opportunity to go to the Pastoral Centre in Newmains. I love the fact we get to go every year, because it lets me see how I've grown as a person every year.

Female:    What I enjoy most about RE is that you're able to express your own opinions and views on different moral issues through either class discussions or even speakers that come into the school. We had Bishop Toal come in. We had a discussion about different moral issues that were happening even in the news or that happened in the Church many years ago. So I really enjoy that side of it.
