Family challenges to encourage parental engagement in Religious and Moral Education
Headteacher: Kirkcolm Primary is a small rural school within the village of Kirkcolm and we are within the local authority of Dumfries and Galloway. We felt, as a staff and when we consulted our stakeholders, our parents and community as well, that it was important that we came up with a curriculum that would let our youngsters experience diverse cultures and beliefs. The principles and practices document does state that Christianity should be looked at alongside a recommendation of two world religions. However, we have made the decision that it would be five other world religions as we felt it really reflected what was going on within our school vision and vaules and aims and particularly aspects of global citizenship and also our curriculum rationale which really is stating highly that we want our youngsters to be prepared for the wider world that they are going to go into. 

Headteacher: Family challenges was a new initiative that we felt was important to introduce at our school as we were developing a religious and moral education curriculum. The aim is to engage parents within the work that their children are doing at school and particularly to share the understanding of the particular religion that we are looking at within curricula blocks of time. Normally Family Challenges are offered to the children during our weekly assemblies and children decide whether they would like to opt into this challenge and take it home to complete with their parents. However, today we have invited some parents to come into school and to engage in a task based on Sikhism to illustrate how a Family Challenge works and illustrate how parents and children co-operate and work together. 

Parent: So you can just go down to that 5 evils of Sikhism and it will tell us what the 5 evils are. 

Headteacher: We have a feeling as a school that definitely the creative, open-ended tasks are the ones that families feel happier to engage with and perhaps more confident but we do hope as this initiative evolves that levels of confidence within families will rise to tackle a wide range of curricula areas attached to religious and moral education. 

Parent 2: You’ve got your spelling, they’ve got their writing, they’re practicing their writing, they’re practicing their computer skills, their researching skills. Erm so it touches on so many different areas. Erm it’s much more comprehensive rather than just studying about religious studies. 

Parent 3: Sometimes they come in from school and that’s what they want to do because they’re very motivated and want to do it which makes it easy and very pleasurable to do then. 

Headteacher: It is clear that impact has been extremely positive and that children are being very articulate when they’re going home between primary 1 and primary 7 pupils and are able to explain to the adults within their house and who they are working with about the religion that they’re focusing on that time and exactly what they’re learning within the class, which for me is exactly what parental involvement is all about, it’s the sharing of knowledge and what happens within our school.
