
introduction to Animation

This form of 
animation is known as 

model animation

or stop 
motion 

animation

and sometimes 
claymation



what do you need to make a 
model animation film?

Models, 
objects or toys 

to animate.

Scenery/ back drop to give a 
location to your film. Could 
be a painting, photo or quick 

sketch with a marker pen.

A simple short 
story/idea. Aim for 
an advert length 

project. 

 a video camera or 
webcam

Animation software
a Mac or PC.



The job of the 
animator........

Your task is to 
bring me to life!

animators bring their 

characters to life by 

moving features on the 

models. in this case it's 

my arms wrestling with 

this croc.

also my eyebrows are very 
expressive. They can move up 
and down. a simple way to 

bring me to life.

.....is to bring models 
and drawings to life.



you can animate 
almost anything...... My petals, leaves, 

stalk, eyes and mouth 
can be animated!

We flutter in 

the breeze and 

blink.

My eyes and 

mouth can be  

animated



Simple, large, bold 
designs.........

.....Make it easier to 
animate and bring the 
models to life

Simple doesn't 
mean boring or 
unimaginative.

Hey! I can move my 
arms, my mouth and 

shades!

Like your 
brolly!

Like your hat!



Your models must be able 
to stand on their own.

So big feet will help 
your model stand on 

it s own.

Four legs 

are better 

than two

and don't 
make your 
model top 

heavy.

I'm too lazy to 
stand so I just 
sit and dribble.



Size of model is 
important.

I'm a bit bigger 
than this coffee 
mug. which is  the 

right size

too small and 
it's hard to 
animate me.

too big and 
i'll keep 

falling over

aim to make your model 
the size of a coffee mug.



Big removable eyes 
make it easier to 
wink and blink

Hello!

Look into my big 
eyes! You see they 

are easy to 
remove.

I can see 
you!

How to make your model 
wink and blink

Take the eyes off for three 
frames when filming For a blink



with animation we can make 
the impossible happen

or fruit play the 
drums?

ever seen a 
caterpillar do 
the trapeze?

so let your imaginations go, and 
remember to keep it simple.

or a blob thingy with 15 
toes and gorgeous lips.



you can also 
animate objects.

we are the family of 
pepper pots. With 

plasticine features

Toys are very easy 
to animate

They;re so dark 
and handsome.



a few final wise 
words.

simple, bold 
confident 
designs

big features 
that are easy 
to animate.

your model must 
be able to stand 

on its own. 

about the size 
of a coffee mug.

keep it simple!


