SSLN: Literacy - Reading resource

Summary of pupils’ responses

Positive things that nearly all pupils said, regardless of gender or socio-economic status:

- Just over half of the pupils said their teacher hardly ever went through work too fast

- The majority of pupils said they wanted to do well in their learning

- The majority of pupils overall disagreed that learning was boring

- Almost 80% of pupils said they were good at reading

- Almost all pupils said they thought their school learning would be useful in the outside world
- Almost all pupils agreed that they usually did well in their learning

- Almost all pupils said they got help at home with homework

- Almost all pupils said that their parents/carers told them that working hard at school was
important

Rather less positive things that pupils said, regardless of gender or socio-economic status:

- Overall, around a quarter or more of pupils disagreed that they enjoyed talking to others about
what they had read

- Overall, about a third of the pupils said they hardly ever read on-line

- Between 20-25% of pupils agreed that learning was sometimes or very often boring

Differences by gender

Overall, girls were more likely than boys to say that they:

- strongly agreed that they enjoyed learning

- strongly agreed that they were interested in learning about different things
- disagreed that learning was boring

- talked about their learning

- enjoyed reading

- enjoyed talking to others about what they had read

- would be happy if someone gave them a book as a present

- strongly agreed that they were good at reading

- very often got help at home if they needed it

- very often read story books

- hardly ever read comics
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Overall, boys were more likely than girls to say that they:

only read in school or for homework

very often explored and investigated to find things out
found learning harder than their peers did

read only if they had to

agreed that reading was boring

very often watched TV and DVDs

sometimes or very often played computer games

hardly ever used computers in schools

Differences by deprivation

The most deprived pupils were more likely than the least deprived to say that:

they used computers in school

they gave each other feedback very often (with the least deprived more often saying they
sometimes did so)

or they hardly ever gave each other feedback

their teacher very often explained how they would know they’d done well
their teacher very often explained what they needed to do to improve
they found learning harder than peers did

they were just not good at learning

they read only if they had to

they only read in school or for homework

they very often watched TV and DVDs

they sometimes or very often played computer games

they sometimes or very often read on-line

The least deprived pupils were more likely than the most deprived to say that:

they sometimes or very often worked on their own

they sometimes or very often talked about their learning
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Differences by gender and deprivation

Overall, the most deprived girls were:

most likely to agree that they were interested in learning about different things

more likely than the least deprived girls to say that they enjoyed talking to others about
what they had read

more likely than the least deprived girls to say that their teachers went through work too
fast

more likely than the least deprived girls to say they read only if they had to (40%-29%)

Overall, the least deprived girls were:

- the most likely to say that they very often read story books

slightly less likely than other pupils to say that they read only if they had to

slightly more likely than the most deprived girls to say they talked about their learning

more likely than the most deprived girls said they would be happy with a book as a gift

more likely than the least deprived boys to indicate that they liked learning

The most deprived boys were:

- the most likely to agree that they read only in school or for homework (almost half)

- the most likely to agree that they very often worked too slowly, and least likely to say they
hardly ever did so

- the most likely to agree that they didn’t like learning

- the least likely to agree that they wanted to do well in their learning

- the least likely to agree that they were good at learning

- more likely than the least deprived boys to say that they read only if they had to (60%-40%)
- more likely than the least deprived boys to agree that reading was boring (40%-25%)

- more likely than the most deprived girls to say they hardly ever used computers in school

The least deprived boys were:

- more likely than the least deprived girls to say they hardly ever used computers
- more likely than the least deprived girls to say they read non-fiction very often

- the least likely to agree they were good at read
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