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Commentary on learner responses to each question  

The comments below are informed suppositions or deductions of the ways in which young people 

have arrived at responses, right or wrong. 

Q4: Where was the International Space Station constructed? 

 This proved the most difficult of the five questions with only 54%, just over half of the sampled 

pupils, identifying the correct answer ‘In space’. 

 Around a fifth responded ‘In both America and Russia’.  

- They may have been misled by the two references (2nd and 3rd paragraphs) to US and 

Russia working together which may have led to a deduction that this included construction 

of parts of the space station in each country, as must indeed have been the case.  

- The correct answer depends on a particular interpretation of the word ‘constructed’. 

 Just under a fifth of respondents chose the answer ‘In Russia’. 

- They may have been misled by the focus on Russian achievement in the earlier part of the 

article and simply led into the deduction that they built the space station. 

- This may have been supported by their confusing the ‘orbiting space station’ with Vostok 1; 

the picture of the former stands immediately above the account of the latter’s flight.  

 Thus layout, lack of contextual knowledge and/or fragmented reading which led to failure to 

construct an accurate map of the whole text in their heads may all have contributed to this 

decision. 

Q1: What word is used in the first paragraph to show that a great fuss was made about Yuri Gagarin 

becoming the first human in space? 

 The word ‘word’ is emboldened in this question which, presumably, helped ensure that the 

majority of answers were in fact single words.  

 While the correct answer, ‘trumpeted’, was chosen by 64% of learners, 11% opted for 

‘accomplishment’.  

- It may be that they drew on their own experience and associated the word 

‘accomplishment’ with personal congratulations in a school or sporting or similar context 

and/or they may have lacked familiarity with the notion of playing trumpets to celebrate 

something. Thus contextual knowledge (or lack of this) may have led to error. 

Q5: What is the main purpose of this text? 

 Although this question was correctly answered by 80% of respondents, a sizeable 10% opted for 

the answer ‘To give information about Russian cosmonauts’. They may have been misled by: 

- the prominence given to the photograph of Yuri Gagarin 

- the prominence given to Gagarin’s name in the first sentence of the short article, which they 

may have taken as the equivalent of a title or regarded as a topic sentence for the article, 

and a consequent failure to follow the development of the argument in the succeeding 

paragraphs. 
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- by the use of the word ‘cosmonaut(s)’ in both the first and last paragraphs as they failed 

refer adequately to the surrounding text. 

 Again, layout and/or fragmented reading may have led to failure to construct an accurate map of 

the whole text in their heads which contributed to this decision. 

Q3: When did the Russians and the Americans first work together on manned space flight? 

 This proved to be one of the easiest questions (88% of respondents answered correctly).  

 Those who answered incorrectly seem likely to have used inefficient ‘hunt the year’ techniques 

which did not take into consideration the whole text and, perhaps, to have been misled by 

specific details in the wording: 

- Some learners may not have equated the phrase ‘manned space flight’ with the phrase ‘ 

joint human space flight project’ (which is how the 1975 flight is flagged up) and thus may 

have looked for dates after 1975. 

- The choice of 1995, the most common error, may have been determined by its use in the 

phrase ‘from 1995 to 1998’ with its implication of a start date; some may have been further 

misled by the reference to the US and Russians being within the space laboratory with the 

implications of their carrying out common research tasks. 

- The phrase ‘work together’ may have led some readers to choose the date 1998 if they 

chose a literal interpretation of word ‘work’ as involving a specific task, here the building of 

the space station. 

Q2: Circle a piece of evidence on the front page of this newspaper which shows that the Americans 

were disappointed that the Russians entered space first. 

 This proved to be another easy question with 89% choosing a correct answer. It is unclear why 

inappropriate answers were chosen by 5% of respondents and, more intriguingly, why some 5% 

seem not to have answered. Some may have made use of random guesswork; others may not 

have understood the wording of the instruction; others may have had difficulty in understanding 

the text as a whole. 
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