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	Title
	Lesson Details

	Unit 1

	1-3
	Religion, Belief and Values:  Values in Action
	Why Charity? 

This is an introductory set of lessons examining the concept of charity.  There are a number of ways in which this topic could be introduced.  If you are teaching near a town centre, you might want to take your learners for a walk to see what charity shops are in the town.  This could provide an opportunity for interdisciplinary working with, for example, Geography where learners could map out the location and quantity of charity shops situated within the town centre, allowing learners to consider issues surrounding the geography of prosperity and poverty within a community.   This could be developed later into a questionnaire that learners might devise and then use to carry out field work with some of the charities in the town. How long have the charity shops been there? Who staffs them and why, are possible questions for the questionnaire. Alternatively learners could carry out online research into the prevalence and distribution of charity shops in Scotland– producing their own ‘charity shop map’ of Scotland, 
Once learners have explored the prevalence and distribution of charity shops in the local community and/or Scotland PowerPoint: “Why Charity?” could be used to explore the reasons behind charitable actions, and how far a person’s beliefs and values are linked to charitable action. This allows learners to consider theories of altruistic (and non-altruistic) behaviour, setting the context for specific charitable activity.  
Lessons 1 and 2 consider factors which may affect altruistic behaviour (in particular in the context of bystander intervention)
Lesson 3 allows learners to consider why some people choose to help the most vulnerable in society, and will facilitate learners in considering therefore why some do not engage in charitable activity. This broad conceptual framework will help learners to orient themselves in relation to the underpinning beliefs and values linked to charity and allow for progression in their thinking in this respect. It is unlikely that learners will not have been engaged in charitable activities prior to the senior phase, and will have considered the nature, function and rationale of charitable action. However, in order to demonstrate progression and facilitate higher order thinking skills, learners should be exploring in greater depth and detail the thinking processes behind charitable behaviours, and the complex and multi-layered reasons why people act charitably (or do not).

	4
	
	Developing further the higher order thinking about the motivations and rationale for charitable actions could be pursued through inviting guest speakers from charities to explain what they do, and equally importantly, why they do it. Learners could spend the fourth lesson considering a range of questions they could ask speakers. These questions should be designed to as to elicit from speakers greater depth of explanation about the rationale behind their activities and how their own beliefs and values have motivated their actions. 

	5-7
	
	Guest Speaker/s:  Could be encouraged to discuss the charity they are involved in and on the impact their beliefs and values have on their charity work.  “Why .do they believe helping others is important?” 

Alternatively, there could be a panel of guests from different organisations (local, national and global) that could talk about their organisations and why they believe it is important to help others. This would allow learners to compare and contrast the beliefs, values and motivations behind different speakers’ charitable activities.  

	8-9
	
	My Beliefs and Values Following their encounter with the geography of charity, and representatives of charities, learners should now be in a position to examine further their own responses to charity and helping behaviours. How far are they motivated to help others? How do their beliefs and values relate to this helping behaviour? What factors should they – and do they – take into account when deciding whether or not to engage with charitable action? To facilitate this the 
Reflection and Action Choice PowerPoint should be used to explore learners’ own beliefs and values in relation to charity.     
This PowerPoint  includes the outcomes required for the Religion, Belief and Values Award - Values in Action Unit and a diary to enable the learners to structure and record  their research and reflections .  This lesson also includes a Notification of Intent to enable learners to record how they intend to put their beliefs and/or values into action. 

	10-14
	
	Preparation, planning and action. These lessons can be used to help learners in outlining what they know about charity and the reasons why people engage with it (or not), through their own investigation.
This investigation will explore the Big Questions in relation to Charity – as well as the practical applications of these Big Questions. Learners should use these lessons to explore how charitable action is founded upon beliefs and/or values. A specific charity could be chosen for investigation – alternatively, an individual could be the focus of the investigation. No matter what the choice, the task for learners is to make explicit the range of beliefs and values which underpin the charitable actions.

	15-16
	
	These lessons would allow learners to present the results of their investigation in one of the following formats:
· A multi-media presentation

· A speech

· A short drama activity

· An academic poster display

· A small exhibition with commentary (or guided)

	Unit 2

	1-4
	Religions, beliefs and Values:

Investigating Religion/ Belief  
	In these lessons, learners will be given the challenge of becoming experts in a particular religion/ belief-system’s views of charity, gathering information about the religion/belief-system’s views about charity and altruistic behaviour and presenting them to the class.
Individual groups could be allocated the following:

· Christianity

· Islam

· Judaism

· Hinduism

· Sikhism

· Buddhism

· Humanism

It is also possible to sub-divide these according to the local context – for example, specific denominations and groups within each religion could be explored discretely, according to the prevalence of these denominations/ groups in the school and local community.
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	As previously, invited speakers could also form part of the research into the religion/belief-system. Speakers for each religion/belief-system could be sourced by the group tasked with exploration of that religion/belief-system, and these groups could organise their visit, plan the questioning processes and analyse the outcome of each visit.
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	The completion of this section of the topic of study would involve the production of a short video clip outlining the beliefs and values of each of the religions/belief-systems. Each group would be responsible for creating a story board/script/set of directions for their video clip which would outline the thinking behind each religion/belief-system’s views about charity and what actions these views lead to.
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